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Self-taughtSelftaughtSelf.taughtSelftaught-. ArtistMistArt-

istVisions
Mi-

stVisions
Art-

istVisionsVisions From Past ,

Present Lead to Masks
by Bob KowelukKoweluk-

Carving

Koweluk-

CarvingCarvingCarvmg wood , ddance_ masks ,

multi-mediamultimedia- matenalsmaterialsds , sculpture .

These are: some of the wordswords-

used
words-

used
words-

usedused by artists to dcdc-

work
descnbedescribe thethe-

work
the-

workwork they do and theme piecepiecespieces-

they
pieces-

they
:

they create .

Artists visualize a scenescene-

from
scene-

fromfrom the past oror frofrom thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent or from ddreamsdreams.VlSloMdreamsVlSloMdreams.VlSloM-
perhaps

; ... ..visionsvisions.vision-

sperhapsperhapsperhapsWithinperhapsWlthm
WithinWlthmWlthmus/his/usus experience , FredFred-

Anderson
Fred-

AndersonAnderson has done alla1Ia1Iofallofof this ,

drawingdrawmg at first from hisIus desiredesire-

to
desire-

toto learn of his culture and tradi-

tions
tradi-

tions
traditradi-¬-

tions He began by askraskmgasking "hishis-

elders
his-

elders

'

elders at Naknek , Ak ." , whwhere hehe-

was
he-

waswas born and raised , for inform-

ation
inform-

ation
inform-inform-

ation aboutaboul Aleut imasks. . MasksMasks-

teU

Masks-

telltellteU a story As hishit expenence-
grew

experienceexpenenceexperience-
grew

experience-
grewgrew ,. he began to tellteU stonesstones-
with

stones-
withwith hisIus creativecreaUve imagimag-

first
Imagmatlonimagination ,

first inm masks then inm sculpturedsculptured-
pieces

sculptured-
piecespieces
pieces"I""II began by carvmgcarving masks ,

Aleut masks , because I wantedwanted-

toto learn a httlelittle bit about mymy-

own
my-

ownown culture when I was growing-

up
growmggrowinggrowmg-

upup alat Naknek ,
," Fred said1 ""AndAnd"And-

there
"And-

there
"And-

therethere was no one I could ask AA-

lot
A-

lotlot of the oldold-timersoldtimersoldtunersold-tunerstuners---tunerstuners that I knewknew-

couldn't
knew-

couldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' help me out on cafvmgcafvuigcafvmg-

masks
cafvuig-

masks
carving

masks' - 'becauseiuse no one hadhad-

carved
had-

carvedcarved maskss for a long timetune "

FFredred researchedrched books andand-

found
and-

foundfound a few pieceS min a museummuseum-

from
museum-

fromfrom wluchwhich to base his workwork-

"I'""II carvedcarvedmasksmasks at fIrSt ,
,"

FFredred saidd ""ThisThis work developeddeveloped-
toto other

.",
wood piipieces and' stonestone-

pieces
stone-

piecespieces
Most of Fred'sFreds' icreations areare-

personal
are-

personalr.jonalrjonalpersonal_ . pieces about nativenative-

people
native-

peoplepeople "'"II1 never do touristtounst stuffstuff-

There
stuff-

ThereThere are a lot of feelings about

my Native peoples living in aila-

time
il-

timetime of transitiontraMllion of outour cultureculture-
today

culture-
todaytoday .

,""
One of Fred'sFreds' wotksworks is aa-

sculpture
a-

sculpturesculpture he created from stone ,

alabaster weighingwelglung about 130130-

pounds
130-

poundspounds entitled ''II1 came from thethe-

fISh

the-

fishfish .
,'' ""It'sIts' a piece about myselfmyself-

and
myself-

andand my familyfamDy ., Our familyfamDy hashas-

made
has-

mademade a Iivtngliving from the sea , fromfrom-

commercial
from-

commercialcommercial and subsistence fISh-

Ing
fishfish-

ing
fISh-fISh¬-

ing ,,"" Fred said ""AnotherAnother piecepiece-

isis' t a mixed-mediamixedmediamlxed-mediamlxed-- piece of woodwood-

and

wood-

and

wood-

mrlandmrl mptalmetal HtUrititled ''Trancitir.ilTrancitiril'TransitionTransition. '

w/uchwuchwhich/ showedved what I nam exex-

penencing.of
ex-ex.-

penencingpenencmgpenencing.ofpenencingof., ..ofof a native familyfarmlyfamily-

trying
farmly-

trymgtrymgtrying to survivei in today'stodaystoday's-
world

today's-
world

today's-
worm

'

worldworm min a state of changechange-

I've
change-

I've"'I'veIve' " triedtiled to show the feelingsfeehngs ofof-

change
of-

changechange , commgcoming from a village toto-

1Ivmg

to-

livingliving1Ivmg inm a CIcityty , and yet to showshow-

all

show-

allall the change I have yet to |gogo-

through
go-

throughthrough
through"For""ForFor me it was a growth ofof-

masks
of-

masksmasks LOto sculpture because I stillsuDstill-

express
suD-

expressexpress the same feelingfeehng inm aa-

stone
a-

stonestone piece and inm a mask ., eveneven-

more
even-

moremore so because you can showshow-

the
show-

thethe whole feelingfeehng "" Fred saidsaid-

"A"."AAA lot of my sculpture stonestone-

pieces
stone-

piecespieces1 have masks inm them ,

my wall pieces have masks , alalso: ."
Some of the workswork. FredFred-

creates
Fred-

createscreates have both animalanimalandandand-

human
and-

humanhuman representations mutin formform-

and
form-

andand in spiritsplittspirit-

"It's
spirit-

"It's
splitt-

wit's""It'sItswit'swits' not second hand stuffstuff-

that
stuff-

thatthat others try to express ,,"" FredFred-

said
Fred-

saidsaid ""It'sIts' easy for me to exprelSexpressexprelS-
thutgs

express-

thingsthingsthutgs 'FverveI'veIve experienced myselfmyself-

"I""II waswu interested in art eveneven-

when
even-

whenwhen I was ta. kid . 1I used to drawdraw-

and
draw-

andand carve I am selfselftaughtself-taughtselftaught---taughttaught.. It 1-

1an

is11is-

anan art 'I'veIverYe' developed by myselfmyself-
II didn'tdidnt' go to school for it ., ItIt-

IS

It-

isIS somthmg I enjoy doing "


