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Children Learn TraditionalAthabascanDancesTraditional Athabascan Dances
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"."hh, ho" ireHe 'seated'ietedieted.! to the sideside-
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side-

t,I>t thLthe JancingJdnungdancing areaJrea start ooff
.,,55\ "singing'nmng'HungHung memorialmemonal songsongssongs-

II ,''ongsongsonl!.'- tortl1rtr( , the deceaseddecease-
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thev\ll\,Hheihe ', ] tthevtheyhey 'stand'tdndtdnd and beginbegin-

'ngane<''nganenganenOn! t the war dance andand-

ash
and-

songs" JhashJh'ongsashsongs, 'songs'ongsongs the dancingdancing-
begin

dancing-
beginsbeginbegins ' When the drummerdrummer-

drumming
drummer-

qdrts
drummer-

startsqdrtsstarts drumming , the

.women.omenomen start to make aa-

circle
a-

circlecircle The womenwo.nenwonen. staystay-
mostly

stay-
mostlymostly in one place , makingmakmgmaking-
their

makmg-
theirtheir movements from thethe-

waist

the-

waistwaist up , holding a scarfscarf-
or

scarf-
oror wearingweanng gloves TheyThey-
sway

They-
way,swayway back and forth to thethe-

rhythm
the-

rhythmrhythm of the music TheThe-
'wash''washwashwash tub dance ' denves-
It'S

derivesdenvesderives-
it'sit'sits'' name from these move-
ments

move-
ments

movemove-¬-
ments which are similarslmtlar toto-

those
to-

thosethose ofofwashmgofwashingwashingwashmg clothesclothes-
The

clothes-
TheThe men dance insideinside-

the
inside-

thethe circle The head dancerdancer-
carnes

dancer-

carriescarriescarnes the gun hawk , a stickstick-
with

stick-
withwith beads and feathers AllAll-

the
All-

thethe dancers face the drumdrum-¬-

mer and head dancerdancer-
Women

dancer-
Women

dancer-
WomenWomen wear kneeknee-

length
knee-

lengthlength dressdresse-sdressesdresses- and men wearwear-
waist

wear-
waistwaist length shirts decorat-
ed

decorat-
ed

decoratdecorat-¬-

ed with fringe beads andand-

feathers
and-

feathersfeathers They are made outout-
of

out-
ofof cloth , moosehidemoosehlde oror-

caribou
or-

cariboucaribou skinskm Their moc-
casinS

moc-

casins
mocmoc-¬-

casins or skinskm boots areare-

trimmed
are-

trimmedtrimmedtrimmedwithwith fur andand-

bead
and-

beadworkbeadbeadworkwork Some dancersdancers-
wear

dancers-
wearwear dentahumdental1Um shell neck-
laces

neck-
laces

neckneck-¬-
laces ,. whichwhtch was once a Sign-

of
signsign-

ofof wealth
wealthThere

There are certaincertam dancesdances-
for

dances-
forfor songs with different

meaningsmeanmgs For example ,

when the white man firstfirst-
brought

first-
broughtbrought hisIus dances to thethe-
Native

the-
NattveNativeNattve people , the villagersvillagers-
had

villagers-
hadhad no whitewlute man music InIn-

It's
In-

it'sit'sits' place , Indian songs werewere-
made

were-
mademade to dance squaresquare-

dances
square-

dancesdances and the moremore-
modern

more-
modernmodern tWIS-

tThere
twisttwist-

There
twist-

ThereThere are also songssongs-
telling

songs-
tellmgtellingtellmg a story , imitatingmutating thethe-
characters

the-
characterscharacters or animalsanunals m1in thethe-
song

the-
songsong . In the ""PorcupinePorcupine"Porcupine-
Dance

"Porcupine-
DanceDance , " the dancers waddlewaddle-
onon their knees with theirtheir-

hands
their-

handshands behind their backsbacks-
like

backs-
likelike a porcupine .

When gifts are to bebe-

given
be-

givengiven away at a potlatch ,

yards and yards of cloth areare-

held
are-

heldheld by everyone dancing in1in-

aa circle . At the end of thethe-
dance

the-
dancedance , everyone lines upup-

and
up-

andand they have a tug ofofwarwarwar-
with

war-
withwith the cloth ., AfterwardsAfterwards-
It'Sit'sits'' gathered up and is givengiven-
away

given-
awayaway
awayChildren

ChChildrendren begin learninglearnmglearnmg-

to
learning-

toto dance as soon as theythey-

learn
they-

learnlearn to walk , carrying onon-

the
on-

thethe tradition of singing andand-

dancing
and-

dancingdancing from one gener-
ation

genera-
tion

generagenera-¬-
--tion-tion to the next .,


