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MalkMask mmak
_ Mar., SmIth , n hIS studIO in" MekorvukMakoryuk

1IInterview
_

WithWit-
hPeter

Wit-
hPeterPeter Smith:
MekoryukltIelwryuk MusicMaskMask-
M

Mask-
MakerMMakerIrerMakerPeter

Peter SmithSmah is a well known mask maker who lives mIn Ihe-

village
theIhethe-

villagevillage of Mekoryuk on NunivakNUnlvak IslandIswnd He was intervIew-
ed

interview-
ed

interviewintervIew-¬-
ed shortly before Christmas .,

119809UO ,. in111 his workshop thatthat-
adjoinS

that-
adjoinsadjoins kishis store InstituteI/lstituteIlstitute/ of Alaska NativeNallve Arts Execullve-
DIrector

ExecutiveExecullveExecutive-
DirectorDirector Karen McPhcrsonMcPherson did the interview ,. which waswas-

transcrIbed
was-

transcribedtranscribed b\bblbibPublic\ PublicPublIcnformallon/Information/nformallonnformallon Assistant BerntceBernIce TitusTausTitus-

QQ How did you leamlearn to make masks9masksmasks9-

A

?

A When IIwaswas a little boy ,. my Daddy told me 'I'mImI'm-

clot

I'm-

flot

'

Hotflotclot a good hunter like the other men When 1I reachedreached-
manhood

reached-
manhoodmanhood , he tell me I havenave to learn how to carve onon-

IVory

on-

ivoryivory or otherotner wood llienl11enthen he give me a piece of IVOr-
yand

ivoryivory-
andand he says , ""TodayToday you'llyoull' make a tooth pick " ThenThen-
I1I try to make a little fish inm ivory all day long , andand-
when

and-
whenwhen 1I finished it he told me to split it in the middle .
II split it in the middle and II put another small piecepiece-
of

piece-
ofofofIVOryivory , a thinthm one , and nailed it inm the end of thethe-
fish

the-
fishfish on the head . I made a pinpm and openingopemng like aa-

pocket
a-

pocketpocket knife to put it back insidemSlde the belly He says ,
""VV"YouYouau finish the tooth pick today ,. Boy '?"" My Daddy ,

he was very surprised ! Then 1I sold that tooth pick for
SO50 cents . My money 1I give to my dad and after thatthat-
I1I try to study carvingcarvmg on ivory and wood .

When 1I was marriedmamedmarred 1I need the money , and I mademade-
aa mask ,, a wooden mask ,, and I sold it for $$33$35035050 ThenThen-
II made about 25 masks in two months-allmonthsall-- humanhuman-
faces

human-
facesfaces , only 1I added half animal . I sold them for aboutabout-
SS$$140140114040 00 I1 give up because it'sits'' too cheap ,, you knowknow-
II give up and wait for another couple years , and thenthen-
somehow

then-
somehowsomehow they join artists through a Native storestore-
They

store-
TheyThey want masks for $Jl515.0051500$15.0015.0015005.00500. a mask , and then 1I mademade-

another
made-

anotheranother one . This time 1I made a bird mask . 1I made itit-

and
it-

andand brought it over to the store and I sold it . TheThe-

store
The-

storestore manager , he look at it , he say ,. ""VeryVery nIce-

mask
nicenice-

maskmask " He says he can buy it for S30.00S3000$30.0030.003000S30.00-
I

$30.00-
I

$ .

I made another one again , and 1I made another oneone-

again

one-

agamagainagam ,. and I made another one 1I finished it , and I[I-

tooktook it over to the store and II sold it again He said .

""ThisThis"TillsTills tunetIme it'sits' $$3535S35 00 ". When 1I go home 1I told mymy-

wife
my-

wifewife , ""WowWow , boy ! 1I sold my mask and this time for
$$35003500$3535 00 " iI made another mask again This time 1I

made a double walrus . When II finishedfmIShed it the whitewlutewhite-
rgan

wlute-
I1I1rganmanIIl1 came andd he says he can buy it for $$70,00700057QOOS7000, I waswas-

very
was-

veryvery surprised and I made another double walrus andand-
I1I told him I1 wouldn'twouldnt' sell this time for less than
$$100.00100.0010000. Then I finished one and then a whitewlute manman-
came

man-
camecame in10 and he asked me , ""AreAre your masks finIShed-
yet

finishedfinished-
yetyetyef?" Can I buy Itif?"" I told him $SI$100100$100001000000 00 He said . ""OkOk"OkiOki"Oki-
I'll

,

111I'llIll' give you S$$100.00100.00100001 00.000000. ". Then I finished two of themthem-
and

them-
andand hung them on the wall and worked on ad thirdthird-
one

third-
oneone Another man came in "'"II heard you got anotheranother-

Continued
another-

Continued

c(

((Continued on Page Eleven )



. Peter Smith InterviewInterviewCon-

tinued{(Continued from Page Nine )

extra mask .."" And he says , '""WellWell'Well' , can I give youyou-
Sl00.00$$100.00100.0010000Sl00.00Sl0000. ?" ""YesYes , yes , you can give me $$100.00100.0010000Sloo.ooSloooo. ,"
and I gave' these ' twotwo'masks'fottwomasksfot''masksmasksmasks'fotmasksfot''forfor $$100.00100.0010000Sloo.ooSloooo5100.00510000. :'The'The thirdthird-

one
third-

oneOne , before I finish it , the white man from AnchorageAnchorage-

came
Anchorage-

camecame and he says he can buy it for $$150.00150.0015000$150.00and. and thenthen-

he
then-

hehe gave me S$$150.00150.0015000150.0015000. . 1I made another one and another-
man

anotheranother-

manman came , and he says he can buy a couple of masks-

for
masksmasks-

forfor $$235.00235.0023500. , something like that . I waswu very surprised-

and
surprised-

and
surprised

and made a couple of masks and I1 mailed them to-

him
toto-

himhim . This way the price going up , you know . TheyThey-

seD

They-

sellseDsell for $$600.00600.00600005600.00560000. to $$700.00700.0070000S7oo.o0S7ooo0.. now .

Q:)) : Do you rememberremember-

when
remember-

whenwhen you started mak-
ing

mak-
ing

makmak-¬-
ing masks ?

A : IIwaswas "firstf"ustfust making-
masks

maltinK-
masks

makingmaltinK
masks around 19 hun-

dred
hunhun-hun-

dred
-¬-

dred and 48 , I1 think .

Q : Were the masksmaslcsmasks-

that
maslcs-

thatthat you made at first

the same size as ...thethe.the-
masks

the-
masksmasks you make now ?

A : Long timfttime. agoago-
when

ago-
whenwhen IIwaswas first mak-
ing

makmak-mak-
ing

¬-
ing masks,, it'sits'' differ-
ent

differ-
ent

differdiffer-¬-
ent kind of sizes. SomeSome-
big

Some-
bigbig ones , some small-

Continued
smallsmall-

Continued(Continued on PagePa&ePae& 29)29)



. Peter
PeterSmith

Smith
Smithinterview

interviewinterviewCo-

ntinued

interviewCo-

ntinued(Continued from Page Eleven )

ones . Even I try toto-

make
to-

makemake them the samesame-
size

same-
sizesize , it'sits' different allall-

the
all-

thethe time . Today I gotgot-
patterns

got-
patternspatterns ; allallofof mymy-
masks

my-
masksmasks have patterns .

Q'JJ2' . What are the pat-
terns

pat-
terns

patpat-¬-
terns made out of!??

A The patterns areare-

made
are-

mademade out of cardboardcardboard-
boxes

cardboard-
boxesboxes , the good stiffstiff-
ones

stiff-
onesones . 1I like to teachteach-
somebody

teach-
somebodysomebody , you know ,

for my masks to bebe-

copies
be-

copiescopies . Today all ofof-
my

of-
mymy masks have pat-
terns

pat-
terns

patpat-¬-
terns . If I mailed mymy-

masks
my-

masksmasks to somebody ,

somebody looklookatat it ,

they like it and theythey-

want
they-

wantwant the same kind ofof-
mask

of-
maskmask , I use my patpat-

terns
pat-

terns
pat-pat¬-

terns to make anan-

other
an-

other
an-an¬-

other one the samesame-
right

same-
rightright size .

3Q:) What are the differ-

ent
differ-

ent
differdiffer-¬-

ent kinds of patternspatterns-

that
patterns-

thatthat you have?

AA-AAI-' I make a bird mask ,

and a double walruswalrus-
and

walrus-
andand a puffin face . HalfHalf-
way

Half-
wayway , half animal faceface-

and
face-

andand half puffinpuffm face oror-

human
or-

humanhuman face .

Q : After you put thethe-

pattern
the-

patternpattern on the wood ,
what do you do next ?

A : Cut it on outside ,

cut jtit on outside withwith-

aa big chisel , you know ?

Cut it on outside andand-
all

and-
allall the way smooth itit-

and
it-

andand then after you cutcut-

it
cut-

itit all peperfectect ,
F(.Fthenthenthen-

make
then-

makemake it roundmund .

J:',y-yyWhere.:
- Where do you getget-

your
get-

youryour ideas for all thesethese-

kinds
these-

kindskinds of masks ?

A : This one is halfhalfwolfwolfwolf-
and

wolf-
andand half human face .

That'sThats'' the story fromfrom-

long
from-

longlong time ago .

NOTE .

This transcript is inin-

complete
in-

complete
in-in¬-

complete . The second reelreel-

of
reel-

ofof the interview was on aa-

Nagra
a-

NagraNagra E tape recorder thatthat-
was

that-
waswas recently stolen fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe I.A.N.AIAN.AIANALA.NALANA. ... . office . TheThe-

Nagra
The-

NagraNagra was on loan fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe American FolklifeFolkIife Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter
CenCen-¬-

ter of the Library ofof-
Congress

of-
CongressCongress.
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