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US Arctic policy questioned at Iceland meet

by Tricia King
Tundra Times correspondent

REYKIAVIK, lecelond Sci
entists from I8 nations were tolid
Monday that the Unmited Stites s
shafting i1s Arcte foows from ol
Lary (o environmental secunty,

The group is gathered here o
share recent findings regardmg the
statug of envirommental contami
nants i Archic regions. With
leeland’' s President Vigdis
Finnbagadotts i attendance, they
wore read a statement from Pres
dent Bl Chinton which noted thi
the Bering Seaisone of the corth's
most biologically productive coo
systems, providing 10 percent ol
all the world's commercial hisher
iescatch and feeding many peaple
in Asti and North America.

“To ensure that these and all
other natural resources will he
avatlable for our descendants, we
must carefully manage this nohly
endowed regoon,”” Clintan sl

The president went on o say
that "careful scientific monitos
g™ is necessary il the sensiive
Arctic environment is to he pro
fected. But several observers al
the mecting contimed 1o eapress
reservations about the level ol ULS
commitiment o environmental
protection in the Arctic

While noting that Clinton's
statement s asigniieant acknowl
cdpgment by the TS, that Arctic
FCRIONYS AN CXPeOcneing serous
environmental problems which
must be addressed, Inuit Circum-
polar Conlerence President Caleb
Pungowiyi commented on recent

reports that the ULS. Environmen:
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tl Protection Agency plans 1o
climanate funding for 1ty Arctic
Contiaminants Rescarch Program.

“It looks 1o the other countnes
hike the United States is not com-
mitted 1o protecting the Aretie,”
Pungowiyr sind. Relermng 1o s
entific Nindings of pollutants in
the Arctic lood chion, Pungowayl
citlled Tor o global solution to the
problems of wrbome contanm
RIS

“At what pomi does it become
wogor health coneerm™ s it when
the indigenons people stirt hay
g i lot ol health problems: Is
when the annmals are i state of
serions decline” We need 1o wam
the world to start catting back on
sonne of these airthome pollutants
that e bemp enntied,” Pungowiys
saidd

Follemvarne s the frdl texe from
Uresidend € Tunten 'y stattentent

Cireetings toeveryone gathered
lor the Intermanionad Symposiam
er Hhe Boodopical Fllects of A
b Aprhoroe Contammnants i e
world's northemmuost cagntal of
Reyhpvik, doehmd Faller special
thanks o the Govermment ol Tee
Fomed o 118 prenerons sponsoeshigy,

s mweeting, represents an
othwer ot step oward e
soinnd eovitommental management
ol the Arctn
Kovamemn, b, the eipli
Acrvhie matrons adopled the Arctic
Fovirommentad Protection St

Two years apo in

ey Adong wath the belp ol imdig

enous Arclic peoples, this strat-
epy canenable the worldio achie ve
sustamable cconomic develop
mient and environmental protec-
non i the Arctic Region. Last
month in Nuuk, Cireenland, the
Arctic nations realfirmed thewr
commitment to implement the

Arctic Strategy 10 this setting ol

tremendous natural resources and

wondrous beauty.

The United States is commil
ted to protecting the Arctic envi-
ronment, as we shift our efforts in
this region from military 10 envi-
ronmental security. The Bering
Sea, off the coast of Alaska, is one
of the Earth's most biologically
productive marnne ecosystems, Iis
fish and shell fish provide 10 per-

cent of the world' s commercinl
cateh and feed many ol the people
ol Asia and North America, To
ensure that these and all other natu-
rul resources will be nvailable for
our descendants, we must care.
lully manage this richly endowed
FeRION.

The dafficult tusk of protecting
the pollution-sensitive Arctic rne-

lies on careful scientific monitor-
i and the internmtional coopera-
tion displayed by this conference.
I send my best wishes to the par-
ticipunts of this significant meet-
ing, and 1 sincerely hope that you
will continue the congiderable
progress we have already achieved
in securing a successful environ-
mental future of the Arctic.




