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Elders record traditional plant wisdom

Several members of the Arctic

Slope Elders Council and staff

from the North Slope Borough
Inupiat History, Lunguage and
Culture and the television studio
came together on August 6th for o
unigque project. They were all in-
volved with the on-site collection
of traditional Native medicinal
plants found on the wndra sur-
rounding Tikigag, traditional name
for the village of Pt. Hope.

Five Elders, Delia Stone, Carol
Cvmnnik, Bunice Lane, Lily Oktollik
and Sarah Kingik participated in
the search lor specific areas where
these plants would be found. The
women decided that the most likely
area would be that of Itivliagruk,
an old traditional camp site up-

Editor's Note: This story and photo essay were prepared by Point
Hope photojournalist Leah Pearl Zelonky, age 17, She says:

“"The seasonal gathering of plants for medicime and food by the
people of Tikigaq has been an age old tradition. Knowing where these
plantsand berries grow, whal they are and how to use themis important
knowledge which the Elders of our village are passing onto future
generations by the use of modern technology.

“"Helicopters, video camera add other sources of recording infor-
mation are all used now to help gather not only the plants themselves,
Bt the knowledee, which os maost valuable. I am grateful to have been
a part of this adventure and to record wath my camera the discoveries
and personal impressions of that day.”

river from the village., The camen
crew and coordimitors of the
project cang in by helidopter and
picked up the five women, most ol
whom hiad never ndden in a heh-
copter before, What would have

aken hours by Tour-wheehes or
maotor boat took abowt 1O mmtes,

Muost of the Elders hiwd not been
o luviagruk for years because of
the rough nde up, When we ar
rived, as the women looked around

almost i pdaze, Teould wil they
were remembermg sweel mao-
ments of thewr past, Slowly they
witlked i the dwrection most i
miliar to them, Sooncnough, they
were recognizing the dilferent
plants and began gathenng,

When the sun Ginally came oot
Frown behiod the clowds, the womien
Sl down Tor arestamd toeat wiile
they looked over amd discussed
whiit they i towndd. Phe camer
crew Tilmed as the women pave
Ui iwnes ol the ditferent plnts
and what they were used hor

By the cidd ol the iy, e
women had bags ol bernes,
saligrak, sura amd wald omions

The Elders i a pood iy and

wiere happy o have participated m
the gathenng project.

Bunice Lane, Jana Harcharek, Delia Stone and Sarah Kingik
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