
native Aamericanmeticanmatican AIDS rate continues to rise
AIDS cascgamongcases among american

indiansalaskaIndian sAlaska natjlvcsnativlcs increased
by 42 percent between april 1991

and 92 according to thocentersthetho centers
for disease control and preven-

tion this rate of increase is al-
most double that for the white
population racial and ethnic mi-
nority communities throughout the
US continue to bobe disproportion-
ately affected by the HIVAIDSIIIVAIDS
epidemic says a report in thelie na-
tional indian newsletter linkages

AIDS is transmitted primarily
through sexual contact with in-
fected partners and through intra

venous drug use
according to the national

AIDS commission the drug ac-
counting for most illy transmis-
sions last year kasnotwasnotwas not heroin but
alcohol alcohol is felt to be a
significant factor in seduction and
unplanned sex

alcohol abuse is a recognized
problem in the indian community
and among indian youth surveys
suggest thattliateliat many high school stu-
dents do not regard drinking as a

dangerous activity this attitude
combinedcombino with the attractive

status attributed to alcoholalcoliol use by

advertising on TV and at sports
events is a cause for great con-
cern according to many substance
abuse and AIDS prevention work-
ers

through june 30 1993 180

alaskansalaskasAlaskans have bcbeencn confirmed to

have AIDS of these 100 arcare
known to have died of the 180
XIDSAIDS cases 162 arcare in malesmaicsmaecs and
18 in females fourteen percent
or 25 of the AIDS cases arcare alaska
native

information on AIDS in the

indian population is available from
several sources they include thelie
national native american AIDS
prevention center 3515 grand
avenue 11100100 oakland CA
94610 telephone 510 444-
2051


