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Pthel Makimen and Vida Davis
are on o canoe tip, a teip that
started v P79 and has tuken them
v every point, cove and river in
the arca surrounding Sitko. They
wre mvolved with a project whose
povtl s to provade the Thngat name
tor all of these geopraphical lea
tures, and to wlentfy areas of loy
torcal teabal wse and sites of pos
sible Tutiee archiseologcid stady

Soe of the Thogat names are
deserptive. One spot is nmedd
Nedinthe < aak, meanmg rocks
Fowr diquean codor, ™

T he Toehbios made then col
ors, s Makimen, “so the rocks
e thit place made the braght
aguircolor " Other names seem o
have made the same impression
v both Thogit and English speak-
crs, "Mosguito Cove,” lor in
stince. Some of the names un
cover more mystenes, Crow Is-
land was called Kala Sanun, bui
the meaning of that nwme 15 un
known. “The Tlhingit language
doesn't have the letter 'M,"" sad
Pravis, "Bt here's this worl with
an "M i Maybe it was o made
upword, ormaybe from a Russion
word that they couldn’t say and it
came out that way.”

The progect began m 19749, with
tipesmade by Charice Joseph, Mrs,
Makinen’s tather, who was 90
years old @ the nme, Isabella
Brady, then director of the Sitka
Native Education Program, sug

pested the project, orginally 1o
locate the sites of clan homes.
They spent several weeks record

g Mr. Joseph's memories, pains-
tukingly numbering each feature,
while two Tlingit writers, Nellie
Lord and Vida Davis, recorded
Lthe names.

The tapes remained with Mrs,
Makinen, but the wntien tran:
serphs, delt i storage became Lost,
The loss was discovered this sum
e when Makinen and Davis sl
down to complete the project.

I onever thought back 1w the
wiitlen muterial,” sad Makinen,
"I thonght we hadd o “made inthe
shide.™ They arbitranly began
numbenng the eight naunical
charts, but these numbers dad no
correspond with the orginal nom
hers. When a number was men
tioned on the tape, they noted i,
undd then began the tusk of renum
bering, trying to come back to the
original "It was a lot of investiga-

ton. We had to do it and redo i,”
sand Davis, working on whit was
then the third hand-written draft,
“"We're hoping that once we show
(other tribal members) whit we
hivee, that they "1 611 in spots thal
aren't there,"

The mpetos forcompleting the
project came from the upcoming
Uishk Bay tmber sale, on
Chachogeol Ishwd near Peril Steait,
The environmental impact state
ment Tor the project will be com
pleted this fall. The sale will be
offered next summer o Alaskn
Pulp Corporation,

“Under the National Historie
Preservation Act, lederal agencies
are reguired to consult with tribes
il nctivities that they are funding
Are gomng [ ocour in areas that
belong to the tribe or are of his
torie iterest to the (nibe,” smd
Terry Pegues, tribal planner for
the Sitka Tribe of Alaska.



