


e Commission

coniinuod from paga o
congresswnal  delegunon,  the
Eovernor s offive and key congres
sl lenders, we are delighted 1o
see thiv proposal about 1o becanie
law. "™ Kitka sapd.

The Jomt Federal-State € ommis
stertom Policies wml Progrsms Al
lecting Aloska Natives, was the
venttal recommendation of a ¢om-
prehensive report on the socil and
cconomae status of Aluskiy Matives
ssued in Junuary 1989, The AFN
Keport on the Sunus of Alsska
Natives: A call for Action, ™

According o Kitky, the effort 1o
review the effectiveness and
relevance of lederal ond  state
policies for Alaska Natives has been
a condern lor some thine.

“Although the Department of the
Interior was divected Lo prepare o
comprehensive report for subrmis-
siom 0 Congress n 1985, a study
wits started but never fimished, "
Kitka saud. “"Clearly, in light of the
ahyence of an vpdated analysis of
public policy affecting Alaska
Natives — and given the alarming
statistcal imformation outlined in
the AFN report — the ereation of
such i body is critical to address:
ing the crisis facing Aliska Narves
today, ™

Kitka noted that the purpose of
the commussion will be to make
specific policy recommendations 1o
the LS. government, the state of
Alaska and Native institutions
which would reduce the levels of
social pathology and enhance the
lives, health and general well-being
ol Native people.



