Fratis: The new port is
real good for St. Paul

by Soren Wuerth
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ST. PALIL Insude St Paul's
vonbury -old Kussian Othodox church
wwsistant ward Paul Frats hurmiedly
Potshed s chores. The new hisrbaor
wis  being  dedicated.  and  Fratis
winied 1o b there tor the celebration

“The new port is real good for S
Faul, " Fratis said. " That's why 1t s
pomg to be blessed. 10s our only hope
biecawse withomit it 1 don't know whit
wio would do lor icome. The lederal
govermment wanied us all 1o become
paine wandens

For the nearly oK Adeats hiving on
St Paul, the 558 mithon boar harkos
means  potenbid  economic  sell-
sulficiency . Alter years ol relying on
fedeval amd stale grams, this reimme
mland may be o ils way 1o becomng
womagor pliayer o the Bering Seb
fishing tecdustry

UWelve mwested mmore than S0
midlion ao Se, Paal, all i the mame of
frncol mdependence,”” sand Kon
Philemonotl, the chatrman ol
Fanadgusix Corpo, the sband's Native
Ll"[lllﬂltlﬂﬂ

Independence s something  the
Adeuts living on the islds of St Panl
and St Greorge e ol accustomed by,

The Aleuts were smiported (o the
Pritmlofs soon after Russan explorer
Uenissium Pribylis  discovered 51
George Ishund i 1786 and were forced
to wiork hunding fur seals and muomtog
turing ther pelts

Aller the Umied States boughe
Aduskn, the Pribilols were made into
i federal reservation and the seals
became n resource o be developed
Dwuriiig this tme the United Stibes took
total control over the lives ol the
Aleuts, forcing them o wiork under
msserable working conditions

During World War 1, the Aleuots
were eviwuated off the islands tor sis
vears. In the "Ws and “T0x, the hur seal
industry Huled o produce revenoe wid
the labor force of the two asland com
it bies dechined, dropping reswdents
helow the poverty level

When commergial  seil  harvests
were banned i 1984, 5t Paul and St
Cieorge were forced 1o rely on state
al  Mederal gramts  and income
pencrated From toursts and occasionsl
Fishing crews that anchored offshore



