Federal bill to aid in timber management

Fhee Senate recently passed legisla
fuom Lo wssis! Indion tribes and Alaska
Matives i managme  thetr  tmiber
restirees, accondmg w Sen. Frank
Murkowsk, H- Munf:l. A OSSO
ol the bill

The purpose of the ball, the Nutwoiul
Indisn Forest Resoarces Management
Act, i o improve the management of
Trhian Forest lands amd o promate the
sustined yield production of forest
resources i perpetuty. on Indian
fandls.,

Murkowski, u member of the Senate
Select Commitee on Indian Affuirs,

antthored o proy ision of the legislation
authorzang up o S35 ollon anmuully
tor the secretary of the Department of
the Intenor to establish a program ol
wechmenl wssistance for village amd
regional - corporutions  estublished
under the Alaska Native Claims Set-
Hement Act

The techmcil assistance program is
imtended o increase the capability ol
the Native corporations O manage
thewr forest resources on o sustained
yiehd basis and (o maximize oppor-
tunities for loval processing and other
value added wsctivities, Murkowski

LT

Under thas prewision, aonprofa
varporations, such s Copper Llll.-ur
Mative Association and the Tanans
Chiels would be able to contract with
the BIA 1o provide programs  of
technical assistance m forestry
impnagement W the village und
reglonad proli corporutions, sy well
as 1o Native allotment  holders, ™
Murkowksi said

The legislation also includes
guthorization for the establishiment ol
Indimn and Alaska Native forest
education assistance programs, whie

The educational pro-
vision authorizes $3
million a year for for-
@stry scholarships. . .

Murkowski swid will “enable more
Aduska Natives 1o be able o muanage
the lands they own. ™'

The educanonal  provision
duthorizes 33 million & year for
foresiry scholurships, intemship and
cantinuing education programs to im
prove the capacity of Native people 1o
munage their forest resources



