Soviet northern Natives seek unity

by Verontka Lvyagina
MNoveatl Pross Agemcy

MAGADAN, USSR — The threa
ol complete assimilation of Northem
cthme munorities i the USSR is wor-
Tyig Soviel society.

There are demands 1o protect them
from industrial expansion. The domi-
nant ethnie groups in the polar reglons
have started to f{orm regional
Organmizations.

In 1990, ot their joint congress in
Moscow, these orgameations united
into an Association of the Northern
Peoples 1o save the disuppeanng
culture of Native minorities.

The associmtion faces many pro
blems. The people in the North are
unable, without legal and other pro-
tection, 0 withsiand the increasing
magration connected with industrial
development  (mainly  muning  and
petroleum industries), the growth of
towns, the construction of milways
and motor rouds.

The problem s that in the polar
regions, the dominani ethnic groups
are not large. Amounting o only
84,000, they are scanered throughout
the vasl territory.

They live among people who do not
know their languages, traditions and
way of life. These are people who
have come from the south o work in
the Morth for some years and then
returm home, and they are m in
terested in protecting the nature there

The situation on Chukotks is typical
of the Soviet Northern regions. The
Chukotka Autonomious Area, with its
administrstive center n Anadve, i
part of Muagadan  Region  whose
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Hiwever, the exadt number of the
cthnie population (Chukeh, Evens,
Eskiino, Yukoagirs und Aleat) in tha
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The 19859 LISSR Consus gave o fofal

number  of these ethnie  groups
Chukehi - 15,200, Evens 7,26,
Eskuno ~ 1K Y okagirs — |, 1K
and Adewr — TN

Bt is is et to be specified what pur
of them and people of other na
uomalities hive wn Magadan Region amd
s center, Magadan

The work s now being done by the
region] organizution of the ethmc

apulation of Chukotka and the
Rnlvmn Territory. But even without
specification, it is clear that t!lhnif
minorities live in small grou Fs
the mmigrants: about 1,000 in
Magtan, shightly more in Anadyr, the
rest in numerous villages, hundreds
and thousands of kilometers apart.

Remdeer breeding, hunting  and
hshing were irmditional occupations of
thie locul inhabitums, Today, new n-
dustries have developed: fish process-
ing, mining, production of nonferrous
and precions metals, machine
hullding, metal workimg and so on.

The majornity ol the population i
engaged in them

'IF he importance of traditional oc-
cupations is  diminishing, mainly
because ol the worsening ecological
situation and pustures, and the lessen-
ing number of fish in rivers and
ammals in the forests.

Beginning with 1943, the number of
whitefish in the Kolyma, the biggest
river in the area, has dr more
than 40 times. The number of reindeer
v annually going down by over |
percent,

The recenly laws by the
LISSR Supreme Soviet "On Land™
und ""On Ownership in the USSR
have made it possible to t the in-
terests of ethnic minorities in the face
of industrial expansion.

From now on, no federsl ministry
or pwnmmntn] department has the

right to use land and resources in the

of ethnic groups without the
consent of the local authorsties,

The Soviets of People’s Deputies in
national areas, distnets and villsges
have become masters of their land,
This gives a good chance o revive the
culture, traditions and way of hife of
cthmic minorities

Hut any right has to be exercised,
for which the minorities have 1o unite.
The Magndan regional organization
has started on this,

A cultral center is being set u
Magodan where representatives of the
ethoic minorities i the city and the

termito

region cotild meet. These et heers
in the center will have clubs for peo
ple with different interests. They will
have a chance 10 speak their Native
langunges and to develop in their
children & love for national culture,
crafts and occupation

The enthuswsts for reviving the
culture of the Northern peoples include
even people nol belonging to ethmic
groups but who have hved for many
years in Maguadan

Among them s Vo Lytkin. For three
decades he has been studying the an
of the Nonthern peoples. At the begin.
ping of this year he has joined ithe

Association of the Ethnie Minorities
of Chukotks und Kolyma und helps
young people in studying the culture
of the Rlﬂrlh s i particular, s
well as the forgotten waditions and
cusioms

Maogadan journalists have plso
shown interest in the national revival
of Northern ethnic minorities.

They have started broadcasting o
new |;|rn ram on local television —

“Yetn Chukotka, " Yerti 1s a greeting
in the Chukehi language.

This regular progriun soon became
very popular. In ithe oear future, the
progrom’s journglists plan to stan
broadcasts for those Russioans in
Magadan who wamt to sudy the
Chukechi language

The region lacks school teachers of
the Miguaﬁzl:lll ethnic minorities. The
Maogudan gogical College has mo
heen domg anything in this area as yet.

The simation 1s the same in other
professions, Now steps are being uken
1o fill up the gap.

Not miuch has yet been done i
reviving the culture of ethnic maorites
on Chukoetka, but the e has been
broken

The wititude 1 their peeds has
changed, and the assimilation pro
cesses are no longer regande
something natural  and  inevitable
Revival has begun.



