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Native commission offers hope

by Juliv Kitka
Prosldent, Alasha Federatbom of Soljves

Congress passed Houwse Kesolution 498 Aug. 4, creatng the
Jowmt Federal State Commvission on Policies and Programs Alfect
g Alaska Narives

The legislation now goes o the White House and Presiden
Cieorge Bush for signiature

Clur hopes Tor the success of thas commssion sest upeon three
Hpor ladtors.

o The involvement of the Natpve people i all aspedts of the com
pmssion’ s work - pght from the begmmng

*The comamued anterest of the Congress m the wellbemg o
MNutive peaple amd then wallingness w wake Tundamental
changes in lederal policy ol doemed necessury,

*The vooperanon of the stite of Aluska

As we stated i the AFN report: “'Government and Aluska
Matives need o forge o new partnership while there s sl time
v b s Butan seeking annovative solutions to problems of socisl
and] evonomic changes, the new partpership must acknowledpe
aned vespect the Bt thin Aliska Natives are o people of the land
amd that nemtaimng tradiional relatonships to lund they have
storwsl by wsed amd oceuped s essential 1o the physical, emo
pomal pnd cultural well-bemg of all Adasks Natives,

“The stukes are high and the challenges immense. But if Alaska
MNatives and the federul and state povernments jomtly commil
themiselves o developing and implementing new policies o ad
dress today's problems, progress is possible, ™

Wi still beélieve this is true. Thas commussion legislanon &5 jusi
an opportunity . 1owill be up to us whether it will be a ool to
help our peaple,

AFN would Tike 1o olter o specal thanks to public aofficials whio
recogized the serious sitiation facing Alaska Natives and offercd
their help: Sens. Ted Stevens, Frank Murkowski, Damel Inouye
and John McCamn, Congressmen Don Young, Morris Udall,
Cieorge Miller; Gov, Steve Cowper and members of his ad-
mimsiration and the leadership of the Alaska Legislaiure.

Spectal recognition should also go o the dedicated congressional
st who spent many hours waorking on this legislation,




