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Russian Textbooks

| Collection of Russian-American
Textbooks Most Complete

By LAEL MORGAN

One of the most exciting col-
lections of rare books on Aluska
belongs to Alex Doll of South
Laguna, Calitornia, and he's gen-
erous about letting visitors re-
search it

I'he only problem s that the
bulk of the texts are m Russun
Doll has no touble with it be-
cause its his native language but
the majonty ot Aluskans find nt
rough reading, indeed.

Doll is a historian: one of the
most knowledgeable in the coun
try on Russian-Ametrican history
His collection ot Russian-Ameri-
can textbooks  transhated o
Thngit and Aleat s probably
the most complete i the United
States

And Last vear, when National
Geographic was preparing a story
on Russians - Alaska, the ed
tors contacted Doll as a consult-
ant after three mdependent Rus-
sian organizations in New York
reported  he  was their mam
source of information.

Born in the Kuban Cossacks,
Doll was one of 300 men who
joined the White Russian Army
in 1917 in a revolution against
the Communists

=1 got out with my gun in my
hand.”™ he recounts gustily. ™1
never surrendered. I never sub-
mitted.”

He immigrated to New York
with a vocabulary of 500 English
words.

“Just enough to get me i
trouble,” he recalls ruetully. But
he learned quickly. touring Bos-
ton, New Jersey and Washington,
D.C. Then he drove across coun-
try landing in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia with $2 in s pocket

Eventually he made good
the movie industry as a techni-
cian, working on special effects,
building sets and  mimiatures

Privately he pursued istorical
ésearch, however, and on retine-
ment from Hollywood, he be-
came a full-time historian

Doll writes tor publication
mainly in Russian (New York
and Loy Angeles have thiee Rus-
stan Language newspapers cach)
and he s proud of the tact that
he never accepts pavinent foi
what he writes

“Iowork because T oove
he explams. “Not tor money

His name iy abso on the mast
head o the Alaska Jourmal,
handsome histonical pubhication
cdited by Bob DeArmond m Ju-
neau, and he Keeps current on
Aliskan materal

Doll - gamed  an - extensne
knowledge of Alaska by study
ing the dusty records of the Rus
s American Company and oth-
er long buried  Instornical e
counts. He was dissatistied with
the published Fnghsh translation
of Bering's Tog so he obtaned o
copy of the ongmal and trans:
Jated it himselt

His small study i crammed
full of obscure texts most re-
searchers don't realize exist and
he's currently working on a bib-
liography ot this httle known
material,

Despite his deep mterest in
Alaska, Doll did notgeta chance
to visit it until 1969, His tour ot
two  months  was  not  long
enough, he compluns, although
he unearthed o lot o new mate-
rial Gincluding some  I8th cen-
tury Russian cannon balls trom
Suka.)

Now he's planning o retum
visit tor next year it his finances
work out This tme he wants to
see something of the Aleutian
chain which he mussed last time
and to update his view ot Rus
stan America

Photographs by LAEL MORGAN

% at&ivﬁl
ToANR

ryadnnn

Cpmmnnn

"o g-mi"

TOGnOAS

IHCYCA

s Comppnpnd 14

# A3n Armweis, AN

!uﬂ_""
XPNCTA

o : i
finctox XF SA1E. |
: S8UTE
: HoAWHIA & _
,‘ TE“XGﬂ‘ix giancsnsos
¥ 4[[?01’“””'“1 M‘T-ﬁ,l!“‘.‘“l G . ,.“1n‘l.:‘"-
fi Y x'xmculnfu;ll “ anocroaoM p
5 ;“n(lraﬂl ; | s WA Asnrpemlucasecol nm":
. 5 o .‘,,i'rh"‘ o l‘um:: 'l:.mn Brnissuuoen JAB rart me N

136 rorr W HOARLTS |

aboun | pamuTpans 7
< cralred AN ey
N wp i

oty

o, Evunwm

Some Textbooks Translated Into Tlingit and Aleut



