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ThneS'rimesrimesThne-

SScientistsScientists envisioned the Bering landland-

bridges
land-

bridgebridgebridgesbridgeac:!ac a !indrydrygrassland!!g2ssandgrasslandg2ssandwheregrasslandwhere! where animalsanimals-

grazed
nirnal

grazed , attracting humanshutna1S who may havehave-

migrated

have-

migratedmigrated between what is nowiAlaskanOWlA1askanowAlaska, andand-

Siberia

and-

SiberiaSiberia .

A new study suggests the land bridgebridge-

Instead
bridge-

insteadinstead looked remarkably similar to thethe-

tundra
the-

tundratundra hills and plains of todtoday'stodaysy'sys' Arctic-

Alaska
ArcticArctic-

AlaskaAlaska . In the same study , Scott Elias , of-

the
ofof-

thethe University of Colorado in Boulder , andand-

his

and-

hishis coworkers also found evidence thatthat-

the
that-

thethe land bridge was open for traveltravelmuchmuchmuch-

more
much-

moremore recently than previously thought..

Elias ' study was featured in the July 4 ,

1996 , issue of Nature .

The Bering Land Bridge was a chunkchunk-

of
chunk-

ofof land more than twice the size of Texas ,

Elias said . He believes the entire westwest-

coast
west-

coastcoast of Alaska was landlocked , fromfrom-

north
from-

northnorth of Barrow all the way south to the-

Aleutian
thethe-

AleutianAleutian chain .

The land bridge rose from the oceanocean-

thousands
ocean-

thousandsthousands of years ago during the last iceice-

age
ice-

ageage when the sea level dropped dramati-

cally

dramati-

cally

dramatidramati-¬-
cally as glaciers took up water in the formform-

of
form-

ofof ice .

When Earth'sEarths' climate got warmerwaqnerwarner , thethe-

ice

the-

iceice melted , flooding the land bridge .. The-

land
TheThe-

landland bridge now lies under less than 800800-

feet
800-

feetfeet ofofwaterwater , Elias said .

The discovery of ancient pollen grainsgrains-
led

grains-
ledled Elias and his colleagues to deduce thatthat-

the
that-

thethe land bridge was covered by tundratundra-

rather
tundra-

ratherrather than grassland . The research teamteam-

analyzed
team-

analyzedanalyzedanalyzedcorescores of ancient peat that were-

extracted
werewere-

extractedextracted from the sea floor on 20 sitessites-

in

sites-

inin the BeringBerinJ! and Chukchi seas . They

founfound thethee ssamee types oofof pollen that nownow-
floatfloatfloat'lnfloatln'1nin ththe airair of Arctic Alaska .,''TheTheTheI'lieIlie' prpre1iistprehistoriceHistoricrlC pollen was released byby-

sedge
by-

sedgesedge tussocks , dwarf birch , willows , andand-

other
and-

otherother tundra plants .

Using radiocarbon-datingradiocarbondating- techniques ,

the scientists found the peat (the decayeddecayed-

remains
decayed-

remainsremains of life on the land bridgebritgebrige# ) waswas-

above
was-

aboveabove water asass recently as 11,00011000, years-

ago
yearsyears-

agoago . The new study follows one com-

pleted
com-

pleted
comcom-¬-

pleted in the mid-1980smid1980s-- in whichwhichscienscien-

tists

scien-

tists
scienscien-¬-

tists dated sea-floorseafloor- sediments from thethe-

land
the-

landland bridge andandestimatedestimated its disappear-

ance
disappear-

ance
disappeardisappear-¬-

ance below the sea at 14,40014400, years ago .

Elias said the samples from that studystudy-

were
study-

werewere probably inaccurate because anan-

cient
an-

cient
an-an¬-

cient coal particles within the peatpeat-
skewed

peat-
skewedskewed the radiocarbon dating results .

The peat samples and insect remainsremains-

found
remains-

foundfound in the cores also hint at the area's-

temperatures
area's-

temperatures
area'sareas'

temperatures . Insects whose fossils were-

found
werewere-

foundfound in cores dated 11,00011000, years agoago-

lived
ago-

livedlived in a warmerwanner climate than exists nownow-

in

now-

inin western Alaska , Elias said .

This warmthwannth , coming just as the lastlast-

ice

last-

iceice age was ending , possibly led to thethe-

rise

the-

riserise in sea level that closeddosed the bridge .

If Elias is correctcorrectallcorrect-allcorrectallcorrectallsorts,---allall sorts of new crea-

tures
crea-

tures
creacrea-¬-

tures walked across Alaska muchmuchmoremore-

recently
moremore-

recentlyrecently than previously thought , andand-

they
and-

theythey walkedwalkedonon spongy tundra ratherrather-

than
rather-

thanthan dry grasslands .

Because tundra , the home of cariboucaribou-

and
caribou-

andand tussocks , is less productive thanthan-

grassy

than-

grassygrassy steppe , Elias concluded large aniani-

mals

ani-

mals

ani-ani¬-

mals and humans probably didn'tdidnt' lingerlinger-

onon the land bridge . They merelymerelyusedused itit-

as

it-

asas a broad pathway ; one that willwillremainremainremain-

closedcloseddosedcloseduntiluntil ththethnnnextxt ice agage .,


