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Toronto Globe and MailMa-

ilTORONTOInuitTORONTOTORONTO-InuitTORONTOInuit- Inuit across Canada'sCanadasCanada's-

Eastern

Canada's-

Eastern

'

Eastern Arctic are sharing in a delicacy thisthis-

month

this-

monthmonth that many haven'thavent' tasted in moremore-

than

more-

thanthan 20 years .

A groupe of hunters banded togethertogether-

toto land the first bowhead whale to bebe-

taken

be-

takentaken legally in the region in a genera-

tion

genera-

tion

generagenera-¬-

tion .

The muktukjmuktuk; or skin and blubber , ofof-

the

of-

thethe 53-foot53foot- whale has been distributeddistributed-

across

distributed-

acrossacross Canada'sCanadas' Arctic ,, sparking celebra-

tions

celebra-

tions

celebracelebra-¬-

tions in communities from BaffinBaffm IslandIsland-

toto the shores of Hudson Bay .

""TheThe older people have longed for thethe-

taste

the-

tastetaste again ,
" said Tommy Owlijoot ofof-

Arviat

of-

ArviatArviat , North West Territories , a smallsma-
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communitycomm nity on the wsest side of HudsonHudson-

Bay

Hudson-

BayBay with a long whalwhalingwhalngng history . ""ToTo ourour-

people

our-

people

our

people , it'sits' the return ofofourour rights thatthat-

were

that-

werewere taken away ..""
The people of Arviat unpacked theirtheir-

portion

their-

portionportion of the rnuktukmuktukmukluk last week , celebrat-

ing

celebrat-

ing

celebratcelebrat-¬-

ing with a community square dance ,.

games and othetothet;; festivities . It was the firstfirs-

ttime

firs-

ttimetime many younger Inuit had everever-

sampled

ever-

sampledsampled the mild-tastingmildtasting- blubber , saidsaid-

Owlijoot

said-

OwlijootOwlijoot , executive director of thethe-

Keewatin

the-

KeewatinKeewatin Wildlife Federation .

Bowheads , which Were'Were' once a stabplestabple-

ofof Inuit diet , are and endangered species .

The last licenses issued to hunt bowheadbowhead-

inin the Eastern Arctic were given around

1976 ,, said Redmond Clark ,, regional direc-

tor

direc-

tor

direcdirec-¬-

tor of fisheries management for the CaCa-

nadian

Ca-

nadian

Ca-Ca¬-

nadian government..

But the recently signed Nunavut land-

claims

land-

claims

land-

claims

land-land-

claimsclaims-
i

claimsagreement
i,
agreement ,,

shich gave Inuit in thethe-

EasternEastern Arctic exex-

panded
ex-

panded
ex-ex¬-

panded hunting andan-
don

an-
don fishing rights ,, allows aa-

Ballot
a-

Ballot
a-

Bclllot restricted hunt of the-

bowhead

thethe-

bowheadbowhead . Conserva-

des
Conserva-

es
Conserva-

tive

Conserva-Conserva -

tjvetive estimates suggestsuggest-
ferlook

suggest-
the thee mammaismammals numbernumber-

Ie
number-

le about 650 in EasternEastern-

State Arctic waters .

I

{

on11

BallotBclllotBallotrestricted
includesoverlook

deses antiveanelecelec-electjveelective¬-

overlookirlookferlook --thethethethethe
)Iele2 of Alaska .

StateStateArcticf-tofto- ,

The hunthU'nt' has specialspecialsignificancesignificance forfor-

eastern

for-

easterneastern Canada , where Inuit are prepar-

ing

prepar-

ing

preparprepar-¬-

ing to create their own territory In 1999 ,.

known as Nunavut.. REsidents werewereweie an-

gered

anan-

gered

an-an¬-

gered in the mid-1970smid1970s- when OttawaOttawa-

banned

Ottawa-

bannedbanned the licensed hunt of bowheads ,

Owlijoot said . The return of the hunthunt-

marks

hunt-

marksmarks the treturnturn of their privileges , hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid .

The whale was landed by hunters inin-

Repulse

in-

RepulseRepulse Bay on Aug . 17 after a two-daytwodaytwoday-

struggle

twoday-

struggle

-

struggle . The hunters , who came from allall-

across

all-

acrossacross the region ,, used traditional har-

poons

liar-

poons

harhar-liar-liar¬-

poons as wellwellasas rifles to take the animal..

Repulse Bay , which is northnorthofof HudsonHudson-

Bay

Hudson-

BayBay , is on a migratory path for the whale .

Owlijoot said the Keewatin WildlifeWildlife-

Federation

Wildlife-

FederationFederation raised about $$42,00042000, to fly inin-

and

in-

andand lodge hunters from across the East-

ern

East-

ern

EastEast-¬-

ern Arctic .

""II jumped at the chance ,,
" said JoeJoe-

Netser

Joe-

NetserNetser ,, a 42-year-old42yearold- - hunter from CoralCora-

lHarbour

Cora-

lHarbourHarbour , a community also north ofof-

Hudson

of-

HudsonHudson Bay .
""It'sIts'' a once-in-a-lifetimeonceinalifetime- - - op-

portunity

opop-op-

portunity
-¬-

portunity .,
"

The blubber is considered a delicacy-

among

delicacydelicacy-

amongamong Inuit , said Time Devine , wildlifewildlife-

and

wildlife-

andand fisheries manager in ARviat for thethe-

Northwest

the-

NorthwestNorthwest Territories government.. He dede-

scribed

de-

scribed

de-de¬-

scribed the taste as mildmildandand distinctive .

The whale is black in color and , although

not as big as others such as the sperm oror-

tight

or-

tightfighttight whale , is stillstillconsideredconsidered to be veryvery-

large

very-

largelarge .

""AA lot of people were very happy ,,""'
Devine said .

""It'sIts"h'shs' something a lot ofof-

people

of-

peoplepeople have been waiting to try for.afora., longlong-

time

long-

timetime ..""
Devine is sunsure how the hunt willwill-

progrewss

will-

progrewssprogrewss in the future .
""It'sIts' uncertainuncertainuncertain-

whether

uncertain-

whetherwhether they'lltheyll' be able to ttaketakeke one whalewhale-

annually

whale-

annuallyannually ,, or one every three years ..."" He-

noted

HeHe-

notednoted that the animal is considered endan-

gered

endan-

gered

endanendan-¬-

gered by international bodies .

Clarke said bowhead huntinghuntingwaswaswas-

banned

was-

bannedbanned in an effort totoconserveto.conserve,.conserve their num-

bers

num-numnnumm¬.-

bersbets .

The mammal had been hunted greatlygreatly-

during

greatly-

duringduring the 17th and 18th18thcenturiescenturies . TheThe-

bowhead

The-

bowheadbowhead is consideredconsideredoneone of the easiereasier-

whales

easier-

whaleswhales to hunt , andandwaswas therefore one ofof-

the

of-

thethe first to be exploited ..

Although whales have been valued for-

various

forfor-

variousvarious products , Inuit have traditionallytraditionally-

used

traditionally-

usedused all of the animal . Bones , meat andand-

oil

ndnd-

oiloil have been used in the past for build-

ings

build-

ings

buildbuild-¬-

ings , food , heat and light..

Commercial whaling almost ceased in thethe-

ARctic

the-

ARcticARctic in the early part of the century whwhenwhen-

extinction

nn-

extinctionextinction threatenedthreatenedwhaleswhales ., A completecomplete-

ban

complete-

banban was issued in 1972 , although Inuit areare-

still

are-

stillstill allowed to take somesome whales .,


