
AFNAFNeconomy-economyeconomy- ececonomynomy takes spotlight
by David Totte-

nTndraTOM

TottenTotten-

ThndraThndraTundraTDSSSTndraTOMTIMF.STIMFS. StaffStaf-

fTheThe main issue maymaynotnot be as devisivedevlsivedevlsive-

as
devisive-

asas last year'syears' debate over the Arctic NaNa-

tional
Na-

tional
Na-Na¬-

tional Wildlife Rrefuge , but there are sev-

eral
sev-

eral

sevsev-¬-

eral important topics on the table for the
1996 Alaska Federation of Natives con-

vention
con-

vention
concon-¬-

vention in Anchorage .

AFN spokesperson John Tetpon toldtold-

Anchorage
told-

AnchorageAnchorage radio station KENI that thethe-

economy

the-

economyeconomy will be a major topic at thisthis-

year's

this-

year'syear'syears' convention .

""We'reWere' still dealing with economic-
development

economiceconomic-
developmentdevelopment in rural Alaska ,

" TetponTetpon-

said
Tetpon-

saidsaid ..
""AndAnd trying to meet the needsneedsofofof-

the

of-

thethe people out there in terms of provid-

ing
provid-

ing
providprovid-¬-

ing endughenough ofof-anofan- hnan econbmysoeconbmy'so' that theythey-

don't
they-

don'tdon'tdont' have to depend on welfare ..""

Tetpon does not expect anotheranother-
devisive

another-
devisivedevisive debate , although because thethe-

AFN

the-

AFNAFN is made of membership organiza-

tions
organiza-

tions
organizaorganiza-¬-

tions from across the state , he pointed outout-

th

out-

thatththatthatt each member voices its own philoso-

phy
philosophiloso-philoso-

phy
-¬-

phy-phy-.

""II don'tdont' think that this year , we'llwell' havehave-

an
have-

anan issue like we hadhadwithwith ANWR ,
" Tetpon-

said
Tetpon-

said
Tetpon

said . ""II think that'sthats' behind us , but youyou-

never
you-

nevernever know what the convention will-

bring
willwill-

bringbring .

Tetpon said the AFN is united on thethe-

subsistance

the-

subsistancesubsistance issue .

""OurOur membership has agreed thatthat-

there
that-

therethere are some thingsthmgs in the subsistancesubsistance-

arena

subsistance-

arenaarena that we willwillnotnot compromise ,
"

Tetpon said .
""WeWe will not move awayaway-

from

away-

fromfrom a rural preference andandwewe will not-

agree
notnot-

agreeagree to losing any of the things that wewe-

have
we-

havehave won in the courts . We willwillnotnot give-

up
give-

up
give

up on those .
.""

A panel discussion entitled ""DoesDoes oneone-

way

one-

wayway of life have to die so another can live ?

ProtectingProtectingourour subsistence wwawhyy of life ,
" isis-

scheduled

'

scheduled for 1:15115: p.mpm. :. on Tuesday .

Tetpon said the definingdeflDlng issue will bebe-

a

be-

aa draft of legislation called the Alaska-

Native

AlaskaAlaska-

NativeNative Omnibus Bill.. On Wednesday , at

3:30330: p.mpm. . , Alaska'sAlaskas' congressional delega-

tion

delegadelega-delega-

tion

-¬-

tion holds a hearinghearingonon the bill.. The billbill-

See

bill-

SeeSee MAIN ISSUE , Page 9



MainMair1lssueIssue . . .
, ,-

. dealsvdealswith recommrecommendationsrecommendations
v

ndations made byby-

the

by-

thethe Native CommissiCommissionn repprtreport .
""We'llWell' be dealing with three items ,

".

Tetpon said .
"."OneOne.One of those is the alco-

hol

alco-

hol
alcoalco-¬-

hol limitation and control.. Another isis-

families

is-

familiesfamilies andandchildrenchildren andandanotheranother isis-

buiWing

is-

buildingbuildingbuiWing an
'

economic base in ruralrural-

Alaska

rural-

AlaskaAlaska . (<TheThe Native CommssionCornrnssion report)
came out in '94 and it recommendedrecommended thatthat-

the

that-

thethe Native community as a whole taketake-

more

take-

moremore control of its own destiny , self-

governence

self-

governence

self-

governence

self-self-
governence (and ) economic develop-

ment
develop-

ment

developdevelop-¬-

ment.. "

AFN President , Julie KitkaKith said it isis-

important

is-

importantimportant to keep the findingsfindblgs of thethe-

commission

the-

commissioncommission fresh in-ininthe-' the public'spublics'' mindminL.


