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The Indian Health  Service

| should stop requiring so much

administrative personnel and

| paperwork for health care or-
".[Iﬂ-ltbl' in order to get

more and better direct health

- people speaking di-
Improvement Act or,

| of the
| by their testimony, urged that
{ health care services by con-

tinued and expanded in rural
Alaska

The poor state of Native
health was dramatically shown
by comparing Native infant

death rates to white death

rates. The white infant death
rate is. 10 deaths per 10,000
while the Alaska Native death
rate is 21 to 28 per 1,000,

But one issue was mentioned

repeatedly by the nonprofit

Native regional corporations
and other health agencies in

the state, the issue of paper-
work and administrative costs.

Concemn repeatedly was
voiced that IHS in Alaska
has in the past years passed
on many responsibilities for
health care 10 other organ-
izations but has kept on its
administration personnel at the
same numbers.

William “Spud™ Williams,
president of the Tanana Chiefs
Conference which provides
health services in that region,
told Committee Chairman Sen.
Frank Murkowski that the
“IHS structure at the state
level has not been lowered
« « « The stafl level is totally
self-serving™ in terms of main-
taining its level of personnel.

Williams also criticized the
problem of paperwork and the
numerous forms of approval
necessary (o take any action.

(Continued on Page Twenty)
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of one-year contract with con-
tracting health organizations,
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