
how its done I1 in canada
pusarabysabrtpysaraBySabrt mccrackenmccrackin
specialS lal foi6ia ahtthtth tundragindreiindre timetimes

in canada priorityprioritywaswas givengiiegaien
to the athabaskanathabascan language
three yearsy6ada6ago

thats when Jtheho special
committeeCommittei on education ricrec-
ommendedommended thatnativethit natie lang

tage be givenglve4ndsfunds 0o6 develop
programsroarrograrrisidihischo6iin the schoalsschoblsschob ls 1 I

said
ethel townsendlowrtowrdisendisend an0 athabasathanas
iaasroikan fromni good hope i north
west territories and a member
of that committee

townsend also siservesrye herlier
communitycommunityasmuni tyasas a member of the

tatascforceforce for education
wwhichwhfchhich comes tinderunder the canad
I1fanan departmentdeptartmih ofot education
andas arteacherateacheraqeachet ofboth kanklnk1n
dergartenhergartendergarten through anthmnthftfnih gradegrode
I1hnguagehnanguageprogramsguage programs and an
adult education teacher
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we must be strong onon this
question of leadership in na-
tive banguilanguilanguagesages shethe said it
is hard work butbuiwewe must re

member that we are not put-
ting fifeathersathers in ourout own caps
but working foror the good
of the community

some 14 people from the
northwest Tirriterritoriestirritorlestorles afattendedtended
the athabascanathabaskanatha6kan language con
ference at the university ofoj
alaska fairbanks theyteprethey repre-
sented speakers of five atha
baskanbackan dialects

11 north slavey
1

south slaveyslivey chipewyan dog-
rib and loucheauxfoucheauxLouch eaux

townsend said that the can-
adian government has been

veryver supportive of nativenati aliplliplang-
uage programs butbut she warned
against complacency

it is essential to our iden-
tity and pride to know ourout
language shesaidshe said thislandthislangthisthislanglang-
uageuagertonferenceinference is4 a big help
to all orusofus bibecausebicausecause it puts us
in contact withwo one another
andbecauseand because we cantah iai0see thattha
there areaw many people working
to preservepieservepiepreserveserve the lalanguagenage

I1

children uiin canadas NWT
are now speaking their atha
balkanbaskanbask9d dialects in the schools

but much more work needs

to bete bonefdonefdone according to
1ownsenitownsen


