Jr. College in Sitka greeted them and
asked them to form a new, Mount Edge-
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The campus of Mount Edgecumbe stretches across Japonski Island behind Gil Truitt. Truitt was among the first batch of students to arrive at Edge-
cumbe, and graduated in 1948 with the first class. He has stayed with the school, serving as a teacher and most recently as principal.

ciation rather than resentment. “After
I graduated, 1 went to Harding Univer-
sity in Arkansas, where | majored in
Physical Education and minored in
Social Studies,” Truitt explains.

“My experience at Edgecumbe really
helped me in two ways; one was with
dorm living, | was used to it. The other
way was because of the good teachers
I had had. They had insisted on hard
work and the work at Harding was
very hard. | saw lots of students drop

starring Raquel Welch. “Ossorgin de-
manded discipline,” Truitt explains the
quality of the choir; “if you wanted to
sing in his choir, you did what he said.
They practiced longer than we did in
basketball ™

That choir was resurrected last sum-
mer after an emotional get-together at
Edgecumbe’s first allclass reunion, and
will be performing once again this
summer.

The discipline routine worked well

for awhile, but attitudes about education

8s underclassmen and women wondered
where they would earn their own di-
plomas.

They are gone now, carried off by
planes and boats to widely scattered
cities and villages throughout Alaska.
Their departure marks the end of Mount
Edgecumbe’s as 2 United States
Bureau of Indian Affairs boarding school
for Alaska Natives; its future as some
type of state-run school for all Alaskans is
:LuuMT and uncertain.

ruitt, the acting principal, feels the
silence deeply. Mount Edgecumbe is more
than a school and a place of employment
to him; it is his home since youth, the
phuﬂwhmh:_:'iﬁmdhnlm
part of a family.

“It '-“?r.-l
recalls his introduction to

* Truitt
be on

February 22, 1974, “It %0
suddenly!” A junior in high the
Sitka Native had been at Wrang.

ell Institute, where he played on the
basketball team.

He and the other team members had
boarded a seine boat for a trip to Ketch-
ikan and Metlakatla when they suddenly
received orders to disembark and in-
stead were put on an airplane and flown
to Sitka, where they would become the
first students in the new boarding school
establisthed on Japonski Island in an
abandoned naval base,

Frightening, yes, but Truitt believes

after their arrival, six teams from Sitka
had challenged them to games.

The students were reinforced by others
transferred to Mount Edgecumbe.from
the Eklutna Vocational School in Seward.
They won all but one of the six games,
falling to the Sheldon Jackson College
team, perhaps the best in the state, in
a 4036 squeaker. The next year, the
Edgecumbe team blasted its way through
33 wins, losing one game by one point
to the Ketchikan Rockets,

Basketball alone could not produce a
school which Truitt believes was second
to none. The curriculum, he says, was
equal to that of any top high schoal,
There were courses in English, social

studies, physics, chemistry, geometry,

] it,” he says.
discipline and we followed
1" By today’s standards, the
were hard. Boy-girl relationships
regulated. Holding hands
as was not being in
time, not being up
having a room which
than spotless. There was no
r tardiness and unexcused ab-
sences, Truitt recalls.

Truitt had been homeless since child-
hood, and remembers the discipline of
his government-given home with appre-

were not prepared for it.”

Truitt's own discipline helped in still
another way. “In those days, there were
no grants, no scholarships,” he recalls.
“If you went through college, you had
to work for it." In the summertime,
Truitt would return to Alaska to work
as a purse seiner fisherman; during the
school year, he worked about 18 hours
each week in a sawmill and at a block
cement plant. '

After eaming his diploma in 1957,
Truitt returned to Mount Edgecumbe
where he would work primarily as a so-
cial studies teacher and sometimes as
s coach. Truitt has been at Edgecumbe
every school year since his college grad-
Jation, although he spent a few summers

“taking classes in the extreme heat of

Arizona State University, where he
earned his masters degree in Education
Administration in 1971.

As a teacher, Truitt sought to pass
on the same demanding discipline which
he had known. “Mount Edgecumbe had
always been outstanding in everything
it did,” he explains, crediting that to
education. He points to the famed choir
formed under Father Michael Ossorgin
in the early days of Edgecumbe. The
choir received reknown both in Alaska
and Outside.

A recording of the choir held by the
National Library of Congress was used
in & recent Hollywood production,
“The Legend of Walks Far Woman,”

and punishment began to change radi
cally nationwide in the 1960’s. The trend
was towards more freedom for students,
with discipline playing less and less a role.

Pressures created by the new move-
ment descended upon Edgecumbe, and
the discipline of the past frizzled rapidly.
Yet Truitt was insistent that students in
his classes would have to work hard to
get a good grade.

“On the first day, | always told them
what I expected of them. I gave them
an outline for the year, and I told them
if they did not do the work, they would
fail.”

Elizabeth Hope, who came to Edge-
cumbe from Kotzebue, remembers such
a class. “He made ws work,” she says.
“l hardly remember my other classes,
but | sure remember Mr. Truitt’s! |
learned a lot there.”

As an administrator, Truitt has also
held fast to the dectrine of discipline,
although he stresses that different stu-
dents must be dealt with differently. A
few encouraging words will help some
get on the ball, while others must be
forced to perform or leave.

A number of students at Edgecumbe
have been social referrals, studemts who
had caused trouble at home or who
would not perform for other reasons.
They had been sent to Edgecumbe in
the hops that a stricter lifestyle would
help them on to greater achievement.

(Continued on Page Six)
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not long before this school year's end.
He was inducted into the Mount

cumbe Basketball Hall of Fame by

What their future holds remains un- fellow alumni. Truitt had been the major
lear, but Truitt has seen many of his force behind forming the Hall of Fame.

performed

“l don’t care if your daughter gets instruction of some kind under state better than any class in many years.

upset and mad at me now,” Truitt told control. Sheffield rejected an option to
her mother over the phone. “I'd rather keep the school open next year under
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into Sitka for a shopping spree, but made million from the US. government to re- of students came through with the high-

at him when he refused to let her go amu:

her stay and work with a teacher instead



