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indianlea6iiindian leadersc saidwd wednesday
ththatatthethe reagan

i

administration

pay lip service toio indian self
determination4eterm6tlon while cutting
programs

I1

that wouldad4d allow

them to become self reliant
in14 a reortbyreport by the nanational

1 1 1

illonalilonal

tribal chairmensChairmens assoriaassociaassociationtion
jepresentlngyepreienting the leaders of 166

of ththee 283 indian tribes inm
the united states dethe adminis-

trationarationtrationa was criticized for deny-
ing laiindianslians a voice in their

future and cutting funds for
vital indian programs

during the period from
1965196 through 1980 the indian
tribes and the alaska natives
were offered the gregreatesttest op-
portunitiesportunities in their history
fotfor community and sala1projsocial prog-

ress with federal assistance

the tribal leaders safdsaad

great strides were hadjmadjmad in

this short period and the fu-

ture looked fairly arltbrightbrlt 4

suddenly ini early 1981f1981

those opportunities began to
disappear andind progress came to
ahalta halt within two years the
delivery of services by federal
agencies to indiansindian was in a
shambles

theile tribal leaders saidsald asaas a
result chronic unemployment
has intensified suicide and al-
coholismco haydhav become ram-

pant hunger and poverty have

increased and health care is
disappearing

an administration spokes-
manmaaaenieddeniedaenied that the interiorinterlot
department has ignored indian
concerns cancad shaw a spokes
man for ththe6 departments rurburruri i

eaucau ofindianof indian affairs said the
administration has Cconsultedonsuited

moremom with indian leaders

thanthin any other administration
in ththe historyhistoryoftheof the bureaubureau 94

but hefie aiacknowledged cuts
in indian programsprograms

the cuts inln thedie federal
budget have affected every seg-

ment of the population he
said indiansIndlins are no excep-
tion and we have1avdav had to take
ourout sharcoffsharcofshararvcofof cuts


