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/'The firm of Jackson and FenFen-Fen-

ton
Fen-

ton
¬-

ton announced last week theirtheir-

resignation
their-

resignationresignation as attorneys for thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanariaTanana Chiefs ' Conference , TheThe-
firm

The-

firmfirm has represented the InteriorInterior-
Indian

Interior-
IndianIndian organization sincesinc . NovemNovem-¬-

ber of 1967 .

In the past,, thefhe attorneysattattorneysattorneys-
have

rneysrneys-
havehave also represented the FairFair-Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

¬-
banks Native Association andand-
the

and-
thethe Alaska Federation of Natives .
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illagesvillages. in the interior . Minto ,

anacrossacross , EagleE gle , Tetlin , andand-
thway

and-
thwaythway in the 'landland' claimscJaimscJaims-
lement

claims-
lement'ementementlement'

," Barry Jackson stat-statstat.-

1

stat-
n

stat-
in

-
in.11n. the letter . '

acksonatksonJackson attributed his resig-resigTesig-Tesigresig-
n

Tesig-

on
resig-

on
-

on>n to a number of factors .

said;aid the period of hishs firm'sfirmsfirm's-
t

firm's-
st

'
stt meaningful contributionscQJ\tricQJtricontributions-
he \ utions
helee land settlement has passed ,

thet1ietheI., costtost of financingfmancing fullfull-

esentationescalationsentationesentationorganizahasof the organiza-organiza-
, has

,
been strainings.tramipgstramipgs.tramipgthestrainingthe.'

the
, firmfiun ,

that 'thethe' firmfirmfirmmay' maymay havehave-
adsadsadd"itself'tooditselftooitself'tooitselftoo"'itselfitself' ' top thinly in repre-reprereprerepie.-

ingrepreinginingnative$ native clients ... . II-

'As''AsAs' ' in anynyany client-attorneyclientattorneyclientattorneyt-
ianship

clientattorney-
tianship

--
tianshipiqnship ,. ourout., goals have beenbeen-
Ir

been-
promotepromoteIrremotem te the ., interests of outourour-

t
out-

stand\tt\ittandstand; and to carrycarry out, purour rere.rei-
pitities

**
\ipititiesipititiessxbilities\labilities$

,
as 'yourlyourl'yourk'attorneysyourkattorneys'yourk'attorneys-
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'your1
* ,' attorneys
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in a manner satisfyingsatisfymg and meanmean-mean-
ingful

mean-
ingful

¬-

ingful to both parties , " JacksonJackson-
said

Jackson-
saidsaid .

"WeWe" believe that we have donedone-
so

done-
soso in the past but have reluctantreluctant-reluctant-
ly

¬-
ly concluded that the time ofof-

our
of-

ourour greatest contributioncontnbution to anan-

early
an-

earlyearly , generous , and equitableequitable-
Land

equitable-
LandLand Claim Settlement is nownow-
past

now-
pastpast..

"WhileWhile" it is true that we havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen deeply involved in suggestsuggest-suggest-
ing

suggest-
ing

¬-

ing and drafting the conceptsconcepts-
which

concepts-
whichwhich now seem likely to bebe-

included
be-

includedincluded in the settlement , concon-con-

trol
con-

trol
¬-

troltrolofof the legallegalaspectsaspects ofofourourour-
case

our-
casecase has passed out of our handshands-
asas regionalregionalandand AFN counsel andand-
AFN

and-
AFNAFN counsel now rests withwith-
Goldberg

with-
GoldbergGoldberg and his associates .

"InIn" the meantime , we havehave-
reached

have-
reachedreached the conclusion that wewe-

can
we-

cancan no longer continue to financefinance-
the

finance-
thethe out-of-pocketoutofpocket- - costs of fullfull-

representation
full-

representationrepresentation on the scale thatthat-
we

that-
wewe have in the past . CurrentlyCurrently-
wewe have invested about $25,00025000$25,000-
of

$ ,

of our money in out-of-pocketoutofpocketoutofpockete-
xpenses

outofpockete-
xpenses

-- -

expenses and we have advancedadvanced-
the

advanced-
thethe overhead necessary to supsup-sup-
port

sup-

port
-¬-

port our law office incident toto-

our
to-

ourour representation in Land ClaimsClaims-
matters

Claims-
mattersmatters .

"WeWe'We"'' are a small law firm andand-
this

and-
thisthis has strained our resourcesresources-
to

resources-
toto the breaking point ," JacksonJackson-
added

Jackson-
addedadded .

Jackson said that it has beenbeen-
increasingly

been-
increasinglyincreasingly difficult to maintainmaintain-
aa balance ofofrepresentationrepresentation toto-

his
to-

hishis clients .

"WeWe'We"'' believe that it is unwiseunwise-
for

unwise-
forfor a law office to be primarilyprimarily-
engaged

primarily-
engagedengaged in representing one clientclient-
oror one group of associatedclientsassociated clients...

"SuchSuch" a situation leads to aa-

danger
a-

dangerdanger of exploitation of thethe-

firm
the-

firmfirm by its principal group ofof-

clients
of-

clientsclients to the detriment of thethe-

attorneyclient
the-

attorneyclientattorney-clientattorneyclient-- relationship andand-
aaa danger of fostering dependencydependency-
onon the part of the professional..

"ForFor" this reasonreaSoI1" we havehave-
always

have-
alwaysalways attempted to maintain aa-

balance
a-

balancebalance in our practice ; a balancebalance-
which

balance-
whichwhich has not always been keptkept-
in

kept-
inin fact ," added Jackson .

He said that another problemproblem-
had

problem-
hadhad arisen occasionally wherewhere-
his

where-
hishis village clients may have disdis-disdis-

agreed
dis-

agreed
¬-

agreed with the Tanana ChiefsChiefs-
leadership

Chiefs-
leadershipleadership , and his firmfirmn had beenbeen-
aa targettarg t for those whbwho opposedopposed-
the

opposed-
thethe leadershipader.shipadershipl1 . .

AsAkAtAksettlementAtsettlementsettlement efforts intensiintensi-intensi-
fy

intensi-
fy

¬-

fy , Jackson said , it is importantimportant-
toto achieve an arrangement wherewhere-

attorplys
.

attorneysattorplysattor\1attor1\;Ys .cancan,,.cancanrepresent-representrepresent-, re re$ nt., solelysolely-
oneonene group , such as a regional ;:

corporation .

"WeWe"'"We have appreciated the opop-opop-
portunity

op-

portunity
-¬-

,

portunity ofofrepresentingrepresenting thethe-

Tanaa
the-

TanaiaTananaTanaaTanaia?? Chiefs ConferenceConfetence . WeWe-

are
We-

areareare sure that bothb th "youyou"" andandwewewe-

shall
we-

shallshall achievethieveIlchieve , asal
"

a resultresultof-ofof'.- of ourQurQur-

efforts
our-

efforteffortseffortefforttogethertogether , art early ; genergener-gener-
ous

gener-
ous

¬-

ous , and' d'equitable'settlementdequitablesettlement;'equitableequitable'
'-

s
s'
settlementttlement ofof-

the
of-

thethe NativeNNtivehveLand, Land Claims and thatthat-

the
that-

thethe NativesNl1tivesN tives of all Alaska will bebe-

able
be-

ableable totbtbusetbtbuseuse the settlement as aa-

meansl
a-

meansimeans1meanslmeansimeanslofmeansiofof taking their rightfulrightful-
place

rightful-
placeplace Sn

'- n
n'n Alaska'sAlaskas' economy andand-

society
and-

societsocietysociet ,
,
," he concluded ...
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