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DRAMATIC POINT famed actor vincent price keynote speaker
at the tundra times banquet last saturday in anchorage dramati-
cally drives home a point during his address on the cultures of all
peoples price along with general ramsey darkclark former US
attorney general and other speakers enthralled a crowd of 600
people that filled every seat in the spacious anchorage westward
hotel ballroom along with serious matters much humor was
aapparentparentp in front of price is howard rock editor of the tundra
times and emil notti right president of the alaska federation of
natives THOMAS RICHARDS JR photograph

GUTTER
P

HUMOR AT BANQUET
notables amusements
frolic through timesimes
anchorage banquetban et

they were all therethercocherco the notables the congressmen
the legislators the native leaders all the ingredients for
what is coming to be known as the event of the year in
anchorage

yet the evening wasnt for them As was indicated
by the decor especially created
for the tundra times banquet
and as was pointed out by the
mamainin speaker of the evening all
had gathered together to honor
the cultural contributions of the
alaska natives

A tribute to the newbornnew born
native musk ox industry was
noted as laura bergt gracefully
modeled a gown of qiviut wool
valued at S 1000

A unique publication entitennit
tledaled graphicgraphigrapheI1c arts of the alas-
kan eskimo 1911 91 and authored by
mrs dorothy jean ray was pre-
sented for the first time to the
capacity audience that attended
the banquet at the anchorage
westward hotel ballroom octo-
ber 4

indeed it was a tribute to
native artists yet it was certainly
a lively tribute tundra times
editor howard rock set the
stage for an evening of humorhumofo

he introduced the governor
he introduced mrs vincent price
who sat at the governor s left
and then proceeded at mrs
miller s left at mr millersmillerS
left this was certainly an
indication of editor rocks joy
at the apparent success of the
dinner

As emil notti president of
the alaska federation of natives
rose to speak he received a
standing ovation

notti noted howard rock
has a knack for getting together
the livliestliveliestlivliest audiences even a
comedian couldnt go wrong if
he tried

sylvester ayekabek manager of
thehe anchorage frameaframeA and jim
thomas of yakutat were the
masters of ceremonies

the humorous tone of the
banquet took pause briefly as
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dr walter soboleff in a digni-
fied and eloquent manner so
much evident in alaskan natives
said the invocation

those present at the feast had
much to be thankful for 250
pounds of reindeer 175 pounds
of crab and 300 pounds of king
salmon were servedserve do

the reindeer provided by the
northwest reindeer processing
company was accompanied by
a crab salad sent to anchorage
by the kodiak native associa-
tion

governor miller senator gra-
vel senator stevens and con-
gressman pollock made brief re-
marks they addressed them-
selves to the role of the tundra
times as a voice for the native
peoples and urged that it be sup-
ported by natives and others in-
terestedte in the native position

former attorney general
ramsey darkclark now working on
the land claims efforts with a
team of lawyers from the gold-
berg firm told the crowd of the
significance of the land issue not
only to natives but to all alas
kans

he noted that the settlement
would be the last opportunity
for the federal government to
showshowjusticejustice to native americansamericansoAmeri canSo

between speakers the emceesemceed
were not without their share of
witicisms jim thomas secretary
of the tlingit and haida council
reflected on the amchitkaAmchitka blast

we know the federal govern-
ment is anxious to finish with
the native land claims problem
but did they have to place a
nuclear warhead under the ale
utsats

keynote speaker vincent price
began his speech with a warning
that with increasing leisure time
people will suffer boredom unless
this time is put to constructive
use

price stated members of a
society should use their leisure
time in enjoyment of their art
and in alaska specifically in
enjoyment of the contributions
of native artists

he added that in alaska the
native artist depends on the tour-
ist the tourist price said is
more concerned with bringing
home a souvenir rather than a
piece of artoart

he warned that alaska now
has artist ghettos and unless
alaskansalaskasAlaskans consider more the con-
tributions of the native artists
these slums shall remain

price spoke of another kind
of art which he called the art of
journalism he said the tundra
times as a voice for alaska na-
tives has a point of view that
you dont read about in other
papers

he warned here too that un-
less support is given natives may
lose this voicevoiceovoiced

his speech was long but so
captured were the occupants of
that ballroom by the unique
narrative style that the only
sound heard was the voice of
vincent price

after the noted actor and art

critic concluded his speech em-
cee sylvester ayekabek kept the pro-
gram moving we were going to
ask miss eskimo world olympics
to surprise mr price with a gift
but if we could ask mrs laura
bergt to model the qiviut gown
we will have that later

one of the highlights of the
evening was the first viewing of
a gown woven by katie toot-
kaylok ofofmekoryukmekoryukMekoryuk ononnunivaknunivak
island

the gown valued at S 1000
was an intricate ivory colored
tracing of musk ox qiviut over a
gold sating underdress the gown
designed by mrs lillian schell
was complimented by a laced
qiviut hood

the ivory and gold theme was
further enhanced with a necklace
created by ralph perdue of
ralph perdue jewelry in fair-
banks

asked to comment on the
gown famed musk ox expert
professor john teal stated
laura would look good in a ten

cent gown
mrs bergt brought a gift for

vincent price she presented him
with a neck scarf woven from
musk ox qiviulqiviut

the keynote speaker was pre-
sented with another gift from
miss world eskimo olympics
marie irwin

miss irwin from nenanabenana
wearing a crown of baleen and
ivory presented mr price with
the gift and was rewarded with a
kiss

next on the agenda for the
evening was an exhibition of the
high kick a traditional game
described by jim thomas as the
eskimo version of kicking the

fuzz
sylvester ayekabek issued a public

challenge to representative willie
hensley of kotzebue which
hensley responded to eagerly
and remarked Is anybody will-
ing to put some money on this

the reply was yes two per
cent

the two competitors raised
both feet into the air kicking
a rolled bar of fur the ball was
placed higher until neither could
kick any longer and the match
was called a draw

As the banquet came to its
closing moments tundra times
comptroller professor jim bed-
ford took the podium to plug
tundra times stock and to auc-
tion off banquet decorations as
well as vincent prices tie

carl nelson of juneau won
the tie with a top bid of 50 the
tie was autographed by mr price
and presented to nelson this
caused someone to later remark
fortunately for the tundra

times bedford can sell any-
thing

it was indeed a successful
evening not only was it success-
ful for the tundra times it was
a time for those gathered in that
room to pause and to reflect on
the contributions of the culture
of alaska natives to pay tribute
to those contributions and to
signify their gratitude


