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ASNA BRIEFING-ArcticBRIEFINGArctic- Slope executive direcdirec-direc-
tor

¬.-
tor , Charles Edwardsen , Jr . and attorney JamesJames-
Wickwire

James-
WickwireWickwire attended a briefing last week in WashWash-¬.-

ington to bone up on provisions of the landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims bill passed by the Senate InteriorInter'iorInterior

'

CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

¬.-
tee . Photo by TOM RICHARDS , JR .

.

ANALANALYZINGYZING
,

Bill DIFHCULTDIFFICULT
DifficultiesDifficulties:: BUIBill Not YetYet-

Drafted
Yet-

DraftedDraftedDraftedandand ContainsContains-
Many

Contains-
ManyMany Varied ProposalsProposalsB-

y
.

By THOMAS RICHARDS , JR .

WASHINGTON , D.CDCD.CDC. . (SeptemberSepteSepteberber 20)-Anyone20)20Anyone)- wishwish-wish-
ing

wish-
ing

¬-

ingingtoto analyze the Alaska nativeDative landlandlandclaims\ claims billbillwbillwhichwhichwwhich-
was

ichich-
waswas reportedreportedoutout of the Senate Interior CommitteeCommittee-
September

CommitteeCommittee-
SeptemberSeptember 15 faces a difficult task for two reasons .

UnderstandingUndefstanding of what the Senate wishesshes to accomaccom-¬-

plish is hard to achieve becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe bill has not yet been drafted .

An even more complicatingcompli ating facfac-fac-
tor

¬.-
tor is the presence of so manymany-
varied

many-
variedvaried proposals in the legislalegisla-legisla-
tion

legisla-
tion

¬-

tion dealing with a multitudemultitude-
ofof Alaska problems that it isis-
difficult

is-
difficultdifficult to ascertain which propro-pro-
posals

pro-
posals

-¬-

posals are intendedintended.tointendedtointended-tointendedto.- to settle thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska native land claims..

Discussion of the proposedproposed-
legislation

proposed-
legislationlegislation during the mark-upmarkupmarkups-
ession

markups-
ession

-

session lasted less than twotwo-
hours

two-
hourshours and 151515minutesminutes . TheThe-
committee

The-
committeecommittee required less thanthan-
thre

than-
threethreethrethreeminutes

'

minutes to decide whichwhich-
land

which-
landland provisions to incorporateincorporate-
into

incorporate-
intointo the bill .

Senator Stevens argued forfor-
his

for-
hishis proposal , which would propro-pro-
vide

-¬.
vide for 40 million acres inin-

con.tfa1ous

in-

contagiouscontiguouscon.tfa1ouscontfa1ouscontagious.! block selections toto-
natives

to-
nativesnatives.. Majority counsel WilWiI-WiIWil-¬-

-' -'

liam Van iNessNess, explained thethe-
staff

the-
staffstaff proposal for SO50 millionmillion-
acres

million-
acresacres , providingpro'idingproiding' only 30 milmil-mil-
lion

mil-
lion

¬-

lion in feefee'rsimple'simplesimple'rsimplersimple
''
' title and 2020-

million
20-

millionmillion in landlaM use permits..
Why nptjnodn9 havebave both , askedasked-

Senator
asked-

SenatorSenator Jackson . Senator GravelGravel-
endorsed

Gravel-
endorsedendorsed thethlt,, option and everyevery-every-
body

every-
body

¬-

body else accepted the comprocompro-compro-
mise

compro-
mise

-¬-
misemise-
miseThe

.-
I

The reasonrewnreason forfOf such rapidrapid-
action

rapid-
actionaction , explains Stevens , is thatthat-
Senate

that-
SenateSenate willwiU havehave to move fastfast-
to

fast-
toto get the bQlbUIbll} on the calendarcalendar-
for

calendar-
forfor a vote thisthisyearyear .

II-

AA senatorial aide later sugsug-sug-
gested

sug-
gested

¬-
gested thatthat-athatathat-aLbillthataLbill-- a ; bill is sometimes-sometimessometirheSsometimes-
hurriedly

sometimes-
hurriedly

, '-hurriedly reportedreportedO'ltreportedwitontO'ltOltwit' uTorderinorderininorder-
to

orderorder-
toto preventpr y'entyent' ., prospectivep ospective criticscritics-
from

critics-
fromfrom having time to react againstagains-
tititit.. ii-

Continued( ContinuedContlnudContinued, on page 6)6)

-' -'



AnalyzingAnal 'n
gContinuedg Bill Difficult . .

(Continued from page 1)1)

Both Stevens and Gravel fafa-fafa-
vored

fa-
vored

¬-

voredvoredmuchmuch of the land-uselanduse- 'plan-'planplan'plan-
nbJg

'

planplan-plan-
ning

-
;

ningnbJgning proposalsproP sals, butbubut'clashedbutclashedt'' clashedlashed overoverover-
the

over-
thethe pipeline corridor ' C"Recrea-C"RecreaCRecreaC"Recrea-
tion

("Recrea--"RecreaRecrea"Recrea-
tion

"Recrea-
tion

" --.

tion and ,Transportation , CorriCorri-Corri-
dor

Corri-
dor

¬-

dor"') Provision ,. i,i-

II;''StevensStevensStevens saidiaid that he felt itit-
was

it-
waswas a good idea to have 'thethe'the-
corridor

' the-
corridorcorridorcorridor ' included

. fin,
"inin"in planningplanning-

provisio
planning-

provisionsprovisionsprovisio s and that it wouldwould-
guarantee

would-
guarantee '-super-'-super

s-uper'-supervis'-super
s-

uper'-supervision'
guarantee close federalfed ral super-supersuper-
vision

- ,

visionvis on 'of pipeline construction .

Gravel , says Stevens ,; opposedopposed-
the

opposed-
thethe corridor because Alyeska

'
diddid-

not
did-

notnot favor it .

A GraveGravel,,!! spokesman responrespon-¬-respondedded
'

that ,( congressional action onon-
the

on-
thefhethe I

; corridor was unnecessary ,.'-

and
a-

nd
,' 'and could even ', triggerrigger{ longer ;

,

',

delaysde1ays'priorde1aysprior
'
priorprior to pipeline construcconstruc-construc-

tion
construc-

tion
¬-

tion . , I
'

f
'" 'TheThe'. 'twotwo', two Alaska senators alsoalso-
argued

'

argued bitterly ', over the issue ofof-
noncomPetitive

of-
noncompetitivenon-competitivenoncompetitive--: leasing wouldwould-
bring

would-
bringbring more revenues andnd StevensStevens-
insisting

Stevens-
insisting'thatinsistinginsisting'thatinsistingthatinsisting'thatthere' thatthatthere-therethere-- would be nono-
demand

no-
demanddemand for leases on that basis...*.

Gravel1GraVGravelI ';and'and' Jackson differed
'

onon-'theon-the' the number of regions in thethe-
postsettleptent

the-
postsettlementpost-settlementpostsettlementpost-settleptentpostsettleptentpost-settlementsettlement- structure ;

'
', JackJack-Jack-

son
Jack-

son
¬-

son wanwanted'7wanted7ted ' 7 and Gravel
.

12 , soso-
the

so-
thethe chairman got 7 .

StevensStevens'introducedStevensintroducedStevens'introducedan' introducedanintroduced an amendamend-amend-
ment

amend-
ment

¬-
ment to requirer quire allalJ natives whowho-
have

who-
havehave

, allotmentsaUqtmentsallotments pending , to,.

choose between getting title toto-
their

to-
theirtheir ,., allotments

,
or" losing10s1ng allall-

benefits
all-

benefitsbenefits under '-the
t-

he'-the
t-

he'the land claims ,

, billbill., ,

'

Eager young lawyerslawy rs ; hehe-
states

he-
.states.statesstates., , enticednticed natives into filing
10,9991099910,999allotments, allotments-allotments'allotments-' on some of

:11:,

the best land in Alaska. TheyThey-
could

They-
couldcould not demonstrate occuoccu-occu-
pancy

occu-
pancy

¬-
pancy and wouldould tie up developdevelop-develop-
ment

evelop-evelopevelop-
ment

-¬-

ment during the slowstow processprocess ofof-
adjudicating

of-
adjudicatingadjudicating their claims..

A
,
'GravelGravel' , spokesman responrespon-respon-

ded
respon-

ded
¬-

ded that there are 2,0002000, and not
10,00010000, allotments pending . Fur-FurFur-
thermore

Fur-
thermore

-.

thermore , if native allotmentsa110tmentsatotmentsa110tments-
are

atotments-
areare to be repealed , should notnot-
homesteading

not-
homesteadinghomesteading suffer the samesame-
fate

same-
fatefate.

Gravel is reported to be con ¬.
sideringderings that all natives on InIn-InIn-
dian

¬.-
dian reservations in Alaska bebe-
given

be-
givengiven the same option as VenetiVeneti-
and

Veneti-
andand MetlakatlaMetlakatl in retaining theirtheir-
reservation

their-
reservationreservation land . 1-,1-

AsAs the
'

bill now
, standssands( , re-rereore-

seryation
re-

servation
-

,

seryationservationservation land will nottlothot be terter-terter-
Dinated

ter-
minated

¬-
minatedDinated{ and those villagesvii/agesviiages/ ononon'reservation-

s

on-

reservations
'-

reservations
r-

eservations
'

reservations will have to file ," ,

newnewnewselectionsselections based on
'-
the

t-

he'
the bills '

land formula .
'

Noticably silent are ,. spokesspokes-spokes-
men

spokes-
men

-¬-

men ' for the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives.. AFN PresidentPresidet,) DonDon-
Wright

Don-
WrightWright,. state Senator WillieWillie-
Hensle

Willie-

HensleyHensleyHensley-HensleHensleyand,. .andand.- and Arctic Slope ExeExe-ExeExe-
cu

Exe-
cutive

¬-
cutivecu ( ve Director Charles Edward-EdwardEdward-
son

Edward-
son

Edward-
son

-

son ,. Jr., have toldtoldnewsmennewsmen onlyonly-
that

only-
thatthat thethe'billthebill.' bill is currently underunder-
going

,?
going comprehensive

'

review by ., ,.
'

AlaskaAlaska'nativeAlaskanative'-native
n-

ative'native representativespresentativesr .
.*

The House Interior CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-
tee will resume mark-upmarkupmarkupon- on itsits-
land

its-
landlandlandclaimsclaims bill Wednesday . 'Al-'AlAlAl-'A-
lthough

Al-
though

'
-

though ,
; optomisticoptomistic'aboutoptomisticabout'aboutabout' thetheqN,11qN,\,

meeting , Alaska CongressmanCongressmanvCongressman-
Nick

v"

Nick Begich stated he couldcouldnotnot '

be very certain about
.
the outout-out-

come
¬.-

come of theth session .


