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RIDE 'EMEM' COWBOYCOWBOY-InCOWBOYIn- In the summer , they useuse-
motorbikes

use-
motorbikesmotorbikes . In the winter , snowmobilessowmobiles," . And ifif-

the
if-

thethe cows look funny UsIts because you'reyoure' lookinglooking-
atat a herdher.d. of musk ox being herded into the barnbarn-
for

barn-
forfor inspection and weighing . Bruce Baker is the

'''!ljUl! i30 ..._ - " -
,:'oddodd' lookingI Qking cowboy on the two wheeler herdingherding-
the

herding-
thethe fiercefierce looking oxen from the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska experimental project..

Photo by RUSS CARTIER

By PAUL WILKINSON

( 'OomlngmakOomlngmakC'OomlngmakCOomlngmak'OOmingmakOOmingmak' - the domesticateddomesticated-
muk

domesticated-
muskmuskmuk$ ox., Part 3.)

Life on the breeding farmsfarms-
can

farms-
cancan best be described ininn termsterms-
of

terms-
ofof a daily and an annual cycle ,,

which are similar in Alaska , CanCan-Can-
ada

¬.-
ada , and Norway . Because thesethese-
farms

these-
farmsfarms are partly experimentalexperimental-
stationsstationstations,, the way that they areare-
run

are-
runrun differs in some respectsrespects-
from

respects-
fromfrom the way in which commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-
cial farms willwiU be run , and thisthis-
will

this-
willwill be described separately .

Each day begins with a periodperiod-
of

period-
ofofofobselVationofobservationobservationobselVation , when the herds ¬.
men check each animal to makemake-
sure

make-
suresure thatthar*' it is eating well , behavbehav-behav-
ing

¬.-

ing normallynormallytnormallyandt, and is in goodgood-
health

good-
healthhealth . Several mornings eacheach-
week

each-
weekweek , the animalsanimals.eanimalsesre.re herdedherded-
into

herded-
intointo a small enclosure adjacentadjacent-
toto the barn . In summer , theythey-
a

they-
artare-areareherdedaherdeda-aart*-- herded either by motor bikebike-
or

bike-
oror on foot;; in winter ,, snowsnowsnow-
machines

'
machines are normally used .

When the musk oxen are broughtbrought-
toto the barnbam , they know thatthat-
they

that-
theythey must come inside to bebe-
weighed

be-
weighedweighed , andandeachand-eachandeach-eacheach- each one entersenters-
voluntarily

enters-
voluntarilyvoluntarily and stands on thethe-
scales

the-
scalesscales . When the herdsman hashas-
weighed

has-
weighedweighed each animal ,,' he goesgoes-
round

goes-
roundround to the frontfron(, of thethescalesthescales-
and

.scalesscales., scales-
andand spends a few momentsmoments talktalk-talk-
ing

¬.-
ing to the 'animalanimal' , stroking it,
and perhaps 'feedingfeeding' it somesome-
favorite

some-
favoritefavorite food .

Regular weighing servesselVes sevsev-sev-

eral
¬.-

eral purposes : It provides aa-
reliable

a-
reliablereliable indication of each aniani-ani-
mal's

¬.-

mal'smalsmars' health ; it gives usefuluseful-
scientific

useful-
scientificscientific information ;', and it alsoalso-
brings

also-
bringsbrings every animal into closeclose-
contact

close-
contactcontact with a human being ,,
thus helping to promote a bond

8\., of trust and affection . ,OnceOnce'aOnceaOnce'a-
month

Once'a-
month

' a
'-animal
a-

nimal
'a-

nimalreceives'month in winter , every 'animalanimalanimal-
receivesreceives a vitaminvitmin injectioninjecticm; "toto"to-
keep

"to-
keep

""

keep ititinJn, in excellentexcenent health... , Af-
ter

¬

ter weighing'weighing'
, the musk oxenoxen-

find
oxen-

findfind ,
:, theirt.heirtheir.

own waywrywaY"outwaYout.",
.-
out

o-

ut.
out of0(,

, thethe-
barn

the-
barnbarn and back to their pastures..

In summer ;, the ', musk oxenoxen-
spend

oxen-
spend

'-
the

t-

he
.'

spend the entire day in largelarge-
pastures

large-
pasturespastures , where they findfand

own food , mainlym nly ,.
grassesgrasse4grassileaves , but ininrinwinter'winterwinterr'' they are

brought back every night tott-
smaller.smallersmaller., smaller '-

pastures
p-

astures
'-
pastures

p-

astures
'-
pastures

p-

astures
' near the barnbambangbang-

In
.

In these night-pensnightpens- as they arar-
called

"-

called
c-

alled
'-
called

c-

alled
"' *' '.
called , the musk oxen have

'
'accessaccess' accesstheywantto as much hay as theythe
wantwant to eatat . , Hay feeding will,

.howeverhowever.,
however , probably be muchmtUh: lesslele-

importantimportant onololcommercial! commercial farmsfafarms-
for

s ,

for these will have accessaccess tott-
muchmuch more land than is avaifavailavail'abl-

e
,''-able

a-ble'-able
a-ble'able near ,' cities such as FairFair-
banks

¬

banks . ;, Each large pasture hashaha-
oneone or two drinking :; trotroughsgM

",

Misunderstood ,Animal-AnimalAnimalIAnimalL-
ives

Ar imal-imalimalL-
ives

' -
I

Lives of Musk Oxen Watched
,, Carefully

but in winter the musk oxen prepre-prepre-
fer

¬.-
fer to eat snow . All the pasturespastures-
and

pastures-
andand night-pensnightpensnight.pensnightpens-. have salt-blockssaltblockssalt.blockssaltblocks-. ,

which the musk oxen use frefreefre-frefree-
quently

fre-
quently

¬-

quently .
The daily routine of the muskmusk-

oxen
musk-

oxenoxen in summer centers aroundaround-
eating

around-
eatingeating , sleeping , and , for thethe-
cows

the-
cowscows , looking after their babies .,

DuringDuting the heat of the day , mostmost-
of

most-
ofof thethe-themusk- musk oxen rest , and theythey-
do

they-
dodo most of their feeding duringduring-
the

during-
thethe cooler night hours . In winwin-win-
ter

¬.-
ter they sometimes becomebecome-
quite

become-
quitequite playful , since they preferprefer-
the

prefer-
thethe cold weather . Because. muskmusk-
oxen

musk-
oxenoxen are natives of the Arctic ,
they do not require shelter eveneven-
in

even-
inin tiethe coldestcoldest'weathercoldestweather'-weather

w-eather'
, .

It is convenient to begin desdes-des-
cribing

¬.-
cribing the annual cycle in SepSep-Sep-
tember

Sep-
tember

-¬-

tember , the beginningbegipning of thethe-
breeding

the-
breedingbreeding season . For most ofof-
the

of-
thethe year , the different age andand-
sex

and-
sexsex groups are kept separate ,

, but in September the bulls chocho-cho-
sen

cho-
sen

-¬-

sen for breeding are given from
3-103103.10310.- cows each , with whomwhom-
they

whom-
theythey remain for upto 5 weeks .

This is an exhausting period forfor-
the

for-
thethe bulls , for they take theirtheir-
task

their-
tasktask very seriously;';, defendingdefending-
their

defending-
theirtheir females against every realreal-
or

real-
oror imagined threat . The bullsbulls-
are

bulls-
areare sometimes aggressive at thisthis-
season

this-
seasonseason and must be handledhandled-
with

handled-
withwith care , but no-onenoonenHneno-onenoone()-- +

has evereverever-
been

'

been injured by one ' in almost'almost'

20 years.*. The cows do notnot-
seem

not-
seemseem to get very excited aboutabout-
breeding

about-
breedingbreeding , but practically all ofof-
them

,ofof-
themthem become pregnant anyway !

AfterAft r the breeding season , lifelife-
on

life-
onon the farms is very quiet untiluntil-
the

until-
thethe followingfoUowIg! spring"Spring"" ...

Musk oxoxcowsox-cowsoxcows-cowscows- carry theirtheir-
babies

their-
babies

'

babies for aboutabout,8about8about'laboutlj,' 8 months,,, soso-
that

so-
thatthat most , carvescalvecalves, are bomborn inin-
May

in-
MayMay ororr early June .. All birthsbirths-
take

births-
taketake placeplace-inplacein-uv: thethe"'open , andt-.eandt.eandt.eeandd ttette-
majority

tte-
majority

?:-'.
majority are unassisted , althoughalthough-
aa herdsman is always present in.in..in-

case
in-

casecase of trouble . Musk ox carvescalvescalves-

weigh

calves-

weighweigh on average about 20 Iblb at
birth , and their weight increasesincreases-
by

increases-
byby almost 2 Iblb per day for , thethe-
first" first months of lifefife . Most calvescalves-
stand

calves-
standstand within

' 30 minutes of birthbi.rilibirilibi.rili-
and

birth-
and

.
and suckle for ' the firstfll'stfllst' timetime-
shortly

time-
shortlyshortly after this-thisthisVery:..,- Very soon ,
they can walk quite .steadilysteadily., steadily-
and

steadily-
andand even run for short distances..

At the same tunetime , that the'the'the-
babies

'the-
babies

'

'-

musk
m-

usk'-
muskoxen

'-

musk
m-

usk'-
muskoxen

'

babies are .beingbeing., bornb rn, the musk
oxen are also losing their qiyiutqiviutgiviut-giviutgiviut-
With

..-
,

With the
,

approachappr ch
,

of spring ,
I they no ., longer ;need the thickthick-

coa
thick-

coat
'

coacoat of underwoblunderwool to keep themthemthem-
warmwarmwamwarm ,. and it works looseJoose fromfrom-
their

from-
theirtheir skin and makes Usits wayway-
slowly,slowly through the ', longlon guard

hairs... After the musk oxen havehave-
weighed

have-
weighedweighed , they are put into smallsmall-
pens

small-
penspens inside the bambarn , and thethe-
herdsman

the-
herdsmanherdsman gets in with them andand-
plucks

and-
plucksplucks the wool by hand . PregPreg-Preg-
nant

¬.-
nant cows shed a little later thanthan-
other

than-
otherother animals , generallygenetally afterafter-
their

after-
theirtheir calves have been born . AtAt-
College

At-
CollegeCollege , the.. cows with calvescalves-
are

calves-
areare notno brought to the barn forfor-
qiViutcollectiort

for-
qiviutcollectiortqiviut-collectiorrqiviutcollectiorrqiViut-collectiortcollectiort-- ,, but they areare-
put

are-
putput into a portable wooden penpen-
which

pen-
whichwhich can be moved around thethe-
pastures

the-
pasturespastures..

In summer , the musk oxenoxeoxen-
concentrate

nn-
concentrateconcentrate on growing fat inin-
prep

in-
preparationpreparationprep ration forfOf the coming win-1win1win-wwin-
ter

n--nn-
ter

- -'

ter. Early ininIAIA,
Augustgust the ,

bullsbulls-
begin

bulls-
beginbegin to show signsSIgnS ofofrestlessrestlessrestless-restless-
ness

restless-
ness

-¬-

ness , indicating the approach ofof-
the

of-
thethe rutting season once again .
Towards the end of the monthmonth-
the

month-
thethe calves are taken away fromfrom-
their

from-
theirtheir mothers , who shortly comecome-
into

come-
intointo heat and conceive onceonce-
again

once-
againagain . .

As soon as-theyastheyas--theya --- y are takentaken-
from

taken-
fromfrom their mothers , the calvescalves-
are

calves-
areare tamed and taught to drinkdrink-
milk

drink-
milkmilk from a can fitted with aa-

nipple
a-

nipplenipple . Milk feedingfeeding'continuesfeedingcontinuesfeeding'continues-
until

'-continues
c-

ontinues' continuescontinues-
untiluntil they are about 10 months

'

old , or untiluntill they
,

I'\Inono longerlonger-
seem

longer-
seemseem to want milk , whicheverwhichever-
comes

whichever-
comescomes firstft.estftestrust. . Not only does thisthis-
help

this-
helphelp to keep

'

them healthy , butbut-
miU

but-
millimilkmiUmilli., feeding is ,' alosaIosalas psycholopsycholo-psycholo-
gically

psycholo-
gically

-¬-

gically important for youngyoung'ani-
-

young'an-
i

youngan-
i

young'animal-

s

young'ani-
-

young'an-
i

youngan-
i

young'animal-

s' ani¬-
mals and helps them to , comecome-
to

come-
toto trust their herders... .- MostMost-
calves

Most-
calvescalves are also halter broken , soso-
that

so-
thatthat they can be led round on aa-
rope

a-
roperope . At the age of 6 months.,.
their horns are cutwtcut off ., 'ProPro'. Peo.¬.
videdvidedIvidedthatI!, that it ; is done properly ,
the hornshoms never grow again.. DeDe-DeDe-
horning

¬-.
horninghoming is carried , butout'out' partly toto-
protect

to-
protectprotect the animals from oneonone-
another.anotheranother., and partly to guardguard-
against

guard-
againstagainst accidental injury 'toto' to herher-her-
ders

*.-
denders..

When ,thehethe Musk Ox ' FarmFarm"atFarmatFarm"at-
the

'atat'at-
the

'" at
the UniversityVniversitY'UniversityVniversitYof'Universityof' of Alaska beganbegan-
inin 1964 , it had only 33 animals..

,

As a result of its programme pfpf-
selective

ofof-
selectiveselective breeding , the farm alatal-alal-

ready

¬.- ,.

ready has 94 muskmusic oxen.. TheThe-
purpose

Thep-

urpose'ofpurpose'o-
f

purposeo-
f

purpose 'of the MuskMusicMusk'OxMuskOxOx'Ox'
ProjectProject-

isis not , however-howeverhoweversimply,.;- simply
'-experimental
e-

xperimental
.'

Urniseto-raisetoraisetoraise-
music

toraise-
musk

--
muskmusic oxen on experimental ,.

farmsfrms," .butbut., to initiate commercommer-commer-
cial

¬.-
cial'cia1cia1' musk Ox farming throughoutthroughout-
suitable

throughout-
suitable

,
suitable .ar::'-areas

a- reas' areasas of Alaska and tottoto-
use

,
use the qurviutquiviutqu Yiut ' collected eacheaceach-
year

"
year to , 'startstart' an arctic textiletextile-
industry

,
industry ..

In
< the next article , I shallshaltshalt-

describe
shall-

describedescribe how the textile industryindustr''

has.has,. alreadyalready.beenalreadybeen. been started , togetoge-toge-
ther

¬-
ther with some off the economiceconomic-economi-
cenefits

economic-
benefits

--

benefitsenefitsbenefits to be derived from it .

1


