Sleep-off center
faces closure
without re-zone
Hearing Oct. 15

by Holly ¥. Reimer
Tunidrs Thenes reporier

The Diagnostic Sceening Center in
downtown Anchorage, betler Known
us the ity s ““sleep-off center™” for in-
tosicated individuals, may face
closure,

A couple winters ago i drunk man
froee o death' in downiown An-
chorage. As o result the muyor re
gquesied the cstablishment of an
emergency sleep-off shelter  near
downtown to avoid the occurrence ol
this type of death again.

Now under Anchorage s current
wwning oodes, the center, which
classilied as a type of hospual facilivy
undder the law, cannot legally stay open
unless zoning codes in that area ure
changed.

The center is located right behind
the Brother Francis Sheler, a place
where homeless people who ire not in-
toxicated can stuy until permanctl
residency is found, und ncar Bean's
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Calfe. a pluce where the homeless or
poor can eal three hot meals a day.
Even though meals aren’t purchased
wnd & fee for o bed is not required,
these places are considerad 1 be
businesses within this zone.

The cemter is located Ina B-3 zone.
Under this type of rzone only
businesses are allowed. The center 1s
w hospital type facility beciuse it is for
webnated people, and alcoholism is
considered o discase.

Even though alcoholism jsn't remed
il the cemer, blood tests are taken
eatablish levels of intoxification.

The imoxicated individuals can stiy
there and sleep until aleohol levels
comme down o a level which is lower
thun when they arrived.

Dir. Ry Dexter, admmistrator ul the
Salvation Army’s Clithero Center
which oversees the cemter, sail the
uverage person who arrives has i
blood alcohol level of 0.2, The max-
e ot of slechiol in the blood

ratted by the law is 01, which s
cagally drunk.

Dexter said the Sulvation Army has
a detoxification cemer at Point Woron:
#eT, but they din®t have just a sleep-
off center

Although the Alaska Native Medical
Center is just o half block up the hill,
the Native hospital doesn’t double as
a sleep-olfl center for drunks and jt°s
in a different one.

The first two years the center was

open under the mayor's health
emergency code und was funded by o
federul grant. Since then the grunt has
expired and the Municipality of An-
chorge has taken over funding.

Dexter said the 32-bed facility sees
more than 90 people every day, and
T2 percemt of those are Alaska
Matives, He said of the 90 people, the
average person stays at the center from
si% o eight hours, The police bring in
about § percent of the people, Com-
munity Service Patrol brings in abouw
27 percent and aboul &3 percent are
walk-ins,

“Usually an nw:nlfrr person enlers
with a blood alcobol level of 0.2, and
when they leave their blood alcohol
level ks about 01, which is legally -
toxicated, but less intoxicated than
when they arrived,”” Dexter said,

Dexter suid center workers don’
have the autherity o hold anybody
there unless they are incapacituted,

He said of the 72 percem Alaskn
Nitives whis go tothe center, ustally
whout half only show up there once

“"Maybe it's somibody from the
Bush who's in own and goes out on
n spree,”" e sid

The Fairview Community Coungil,
which is opposing the location of the
sleep-off center and which questions
the effectiveness of the facihity, doesn’y
want the zone to be changed,

Council Pressdent Celeste Benson
saidl in spite of winter being on 115 way
and the need lor this type of (ncility,
changing the zone s not & responai-
ble action.

She suid the council believes tha
public inebriates and homeless people
should pot be dealt with in the same
manner Of locution.

Since Hrother Francis Shelter and
Bean's Cafe are next door to the sleep-
off center, she feels this makes being
D

s people from the s
off center wind up E‘mﬂl 1o Brother
Francis and Bean's Cafe, which she
said should be reserved for the
homeless.

*If you look at the human aspect,
the homeless is an issue that is o
delicate emotional situstion, of

these ure mentally ’
and combine them with the
public i the atmosphere in not

compatible,”” Benson said,

" Public drunks should be dealt with
differently than the homeless. That's
why public inebrintes should be sent
o Poml Woronzoff, i the threshokd
of aleohiol treatment. ™
Mot only does the council want the
tacibity our of their neighborhood,
members question the merit of chung-
ing the zoning codde.

“The city w not dealing with this
thing properly by changing the
2ones,”" she saud.

She said the city needs 1o Jook ut the
inebriate situation in Anchorage and
make a long-term plan to start deal-
ing with it

Brian Saylor, manager of planni
for the Mumcipality of Alrm:m ;E

ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices, said deciding what 10 do s
difficult

He sawd the municipality plans 1o
propose an amendment (o the zonin
ordinance 0 permit the sleepo
center in o B-3 zone.

Saylor smid the Fairview Commiuni-
by Council doesn't want a sleep-off
center in their neighborhood even
though it"s on the very edge of that

poses re-zoning

cormmunity and at fesst sin blocks
uwiy from a residential area.

““The facility is very well used, and
I'm sure it's Ltg people from freez-
ing to death,"* Saylor suid.

On the other hand, Saylor said the
Facitity can also be called enabling w
the inchriate

“People can afford 1o gel drunk,
really drunk, and sleep it of in o warm
place.”” he smd. “'So we're in an
pokwird position.

A meeting 18 going 10 be held Oct,
I5 w 6.3 pom. in the assembly
chambers of the Lussac Library m An-
chorage by the Anchomge Planning
and Zoning Commission,



