Groups continue effort
to halt Chukchi drilling

by Holly F. Reimer
Tunitrs Thmes reporter

Trustees for Aluska, an environmen
tal low fiem  representing  Eskimo
waltus humters, last week presented
orul arguments o the Ninth Circuil
Court in San Francisco in an attemi
to stop 0il drlling in the Chukchi Sei
to profect the willtus populition,

Barlier, the Interior Departmen
denied o ‘Jaclitim by Trustees, the
Eskimo Walrus Commission and the

Rural Alaska Resources Assiiufivn
to sop onl drilling off Alaska’s Cuter
Continental Shell o protect walrs in
enrly Augusi. A decision by the Ninth
Clreuit 18 expected 1o be mude within
the next lew weeks

Shell Western Exploration and Pro-
duction Inc. is the only company ex-

oring for oil on Alaska's Outer Con:
tinantal Shelf ut this time, and groups
claim the company is doing it withou
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the proper pernuts 10 make it legal

“Companies are allowed 1w mke
sthall numbers of manoe mammals
“incudental’ w their ol development
activities after they submit 1 o per
mitling  process that imposes sinct
pvoiitoring wnd requires o determin
tion by the U.S. Department of Fiah
and Wddlile that such mkings will only
have a ‘negligihle impact” on a marne
mummal apecies,  according L a
sutement released by Trustees lTor
Alasky in early August

Sharon: Sturges, stalf attorney oy
Trusrees Tor Alaskd in Anchorge,
said that Shell Western's dnlling
dperationy are displicing walrus m the
Chukchi Seu

This type ol displacement 1o the
witlrus coutld be o threat o Alaska
Mitives” subsistence hunting success
Also, the wilmas must be profected
Peecibuse Eshiws buve relied on walmis
et for natddin amd servival oo
biunidreds of years.

Sturges saud the word "“tuken’ " con
mean harassment, caplure or killing of
the mammial by the deilling company

I doest’t hive W be violesl or
hloody. You don't kave 1o pctually kil
at wll 1o be considered as “taking,”
Sturpges suid,

" Adso thes type ol marine mammal
viidation isn't covered vastly o the
medha because the animals aren’t just
being killed,"" she sad about the
walrus displocement

Ben Nageak, commssioner of the
Eskimo Walrus Commission in Bar-
row, suid their involvement with the
fawsun has o do with the well-being
of the walrus, since walrus meast 15 an
important source of food

“"We depend a lot on walrus for
food and we use the ks o make
crinfs,”” Nageak said

Mageak satd not only 15 1t companies
exploning for ol which could thredten
Eskimos” hunting cights, 1Cs animal
rights groups.

since  the anternabional  ban on
elephant vory Alusks Nafives ure pel-
ting o lot of pressue Tor using walrus
iviory. He sawd some groups want
walrus hunting stopped allogether

Ihe Eskimy Walrus Conmission
wins established w protect walkrus and
work with other concerned groups to
endure the well-bemng ol walns

The walrus population s estimated
o be at about 240 (0K

“If u person m a village found a
dead wialris with its head and body in
tact, they'd chop the head and oosik
off wl muybe use the rest ol the
wilrus o feed thewr dogs.” he
eaplimed,

We don't like the penvity of out-
stide forees IFYINE 10 fril resinctons on
o whilrus scnvities. Is not our fuult
i has o secondary value. '

He sutd some wnimal rights groups
will pan-pointa group, such as Eskimo
witlrus hunters, and tell the rest of the
world that Eskimos kill the walrus for
therr monetary value,

He suid these groups muke a lot of
money from these ICHBous camprigns
and hunting walrus  gels more
restricted each year, sumply becuuse
of lhes

“"We realize there are some bad ap-
ples out there, but 1 want people 1o
know that 99 9 percent of our people
tike walrus Tor food. And, of course,
WE ure |l|'|.IH|'I| ar a young age niot o
waste, " he said

“History shows thst walrus were
used 1o make fish hooks, sled mnners,
and the skin was used for boats. Plus
s o delicacy "'

“Th‘?"n: not telling people the
truth, We're not head-hunters, so why
shwould we suffer for that?"” Nageak
nsked.

The groups involved m the case suy
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Aduskn is one of the few offshire nreas
noll declured ol Hmins o ol develop
ment by President Bush over o month
g

the il drilling oot only displaces the
witlriss but i s also aclish ol inerests
toy have oil drilling in the Chukehi Sea.

The Ouler Continental Shelt ol



