Taught by his elders, Aga hunts seals for Larsen Bay’s subsistence needs

by Mike Rostad
for the Koddisk Arew Mative Associaiion

RODIAK Brud Apa's Alew
ancestors paddled kayaks o the seal
rookeries and hunted with bows and
Py -Hpped arows

He crutses o hgh-powered
Hoston Whaler amd shods Hin prey
with @ 22 Magnum

Ehit i spoite of these vast ditlerences
Uy seeapomry and ransportaton, Aga
hunts by many ol the prnciples tha
governed the humers of old. No lew
ol techinolopy has replaced the nead o
bre qpuiet aned stealthy i sudking prey

Shooting the seadl at the rfighl time

ol o penent carbwer o later I
st as crocm| ooy as o was 100 yeans
dpiy. Taking care ol the meal propes
iy s e less g coneern ol the modem
huiter than i wis Toc his predecessiog

Ajpa knows that villagers are count
Vige o B to Broge theim seal so they
car make soup, hrmded gor and othes
Fowed 1078 thius sense ol responsibiliny
o provide tor s people  that s
wriiaps Aga's closest e o seal
[ulnlu.'l» ol long ago

Agd s 2 yeprs ol and 8 decade
of hunting and  wappng around s
Nitive villuge of Larsen Bay s
taugeht b vigdues that some Tear oy
b disappenring e this age ol
techmology

He frequently shares his game with
bas efiders, honoring o tradition that s
lastead for generations. Providing For
theni s Aga's way of thunking them
tor teaching ham the subsisience way
ol 1ile

Hib uncle, Victor Carlson who
psed him, ook lim hooting when
A was 100 He also learned From his
grapdparents, Charlie and  Alberta
Aga, and s punts, Dora Aga and
Muronn Wasilhe who taught him how
o prepare the seal’s meat, far, flippens
andd other parts [or consumplion

A Little bt of evervbody kond ol
priched inc o giving e their opaions
vt Bovw fiy When v fe o
there patiing excrything tegethen, il
e ol ve done b o i g g
avoryiipng staets e T vy A

Vincomsiaimisly, Agsr was applying
thie Jesearris tamehil by Fiis el iditrs e
b ivd his b |'i||" o dett Manf] el
Faitk Tyl
Viviak Hoy

Fhe Threg '..'I,Iil;_ TIREETE WS JUPREES
ok Sublivin ol thie Bk Aved
AW s CLETREL '.-.]n- WA e m
e evie i docurieni The activedy, and
srsen Bay Commupny  Health
Higmesariitan ve Sandea Joluwa, whin
st s oordinatin

[T bl was’ just the begimmung ul
Ihins trauditacmnal achivity, Lmce 1ne sacils
vttt Shol, thisir meal, Tl amd
et ipes sl provide Towd for oo
miimity M Eareh that wask i like place
the fuollowwang duy

Sullivam soid that KANA wiited to
el 1 entare I."'|.|h.'ll|‘rll. e, Lrvim
[kt secal, oo cleaning and prega
g 1 For consermptn, and Tally, the

iheal sl

ol e sl Ll

Uhe prvmtive seal harmers welll out
sy therr kaviks for diys ot o time il
obten ol Caughl in bad  wehthor
Although Ago and s crew may nol
roved far from thewr villnge, they sill
v vubrieeahie 1o the forces of nutine

Hiswever, on (his parwalor day,
alait The only ronigh spol was i poam
where the water pood i TIHE slipypy

When we et (o Amook HEshml

whete the wind bBlows against the
remtiain i will catirl rght down
sl g us the party lefr the beach in
the Boston Whaler. Aga said Uyak
Bay v oogood ploce 1o hunt becouse,
i case the weather does come up,
Yyou can get imio different coves and
hide ol really easy

Aga wusn't worried nbout weather

— R

o this day . His chied concern wis pet
gt thrge sehds, i ludmg o veurling
He explamed that many of the elders
prefer the younger manimals becaune
their micat i tender amd the tasie s
i

Aga prefers hunung seals e the
winler becanse thear Bty lovier
whinch givees theny bioyaney — is mueh
thicker than i suomes

“Hhgy bose 180 Pecmise they e
bandle  the  heat I 'hey well u
P by

A s 0 wak importanl o shal
Lhie sl " post whieEn e sEprls o
I‘II-:!'l'l ol ] e waier He's t.uLITr;'
o brreath ] Blimg s lungs up. Then
D wan 't sink, Bat of yvou shoor im
while le's sitting thete, - ceven wilh
the water be Il sink hke a ek

When the scal sinks ihe humer mist
ey hin " hest i et b, bt sonnetinge
vkl st can’t, T siid Agn

The seuly bosked on barmacle
cowvered rocks and hung Bround the
edpes of tovky islets that supported
thickets of coltomwond, wild fem,
salmonberry bushes amd other vegetn
Gomy, Archie teons and seapulls hovered
over the reels, screanming as il signal
ing the seals of impending danger

From a long didtonce, Agn could see
PO T T [ TR O 3 TssIve, |.||.r|g-:|.[
vk that protrudded Trom the water
The mummals Mended m owith ther
ericy and hrown surrouncngs, bt
A s discerning eve cothd distinguish
theein right away

Plakiiald ook over Chie oot rols ol
the whaler and Ajea chmbedd our of the
skdlf omto the mcks, He planned
snnk over the rocks wmd shoor b
prey. However, this altempt wis un
successfiul and the hunters wenl
another part of the bay.

Spotting about 10X seals on a rock
beach of a small island, Aga decided
that his nest strategy was to “get "em
laying on the beach, " Noumoff slowed
down the skiff, a Nock of baby ducks
ook off from the water, fluttering their

little wings and landing agan

A the skill approsched the slomd,
Apa coutioned that any  sudden
R T S TS ] R 'lphn'all.ll.l Wl g "'II' ‘-I"'1II'-| U‘H.
rrghit awiany

"We need weget Woa pont where
they can’t see uy but we con see
(e, smid Aga

Favior and Noumoll staved i the
kil waiting bt furthe e insiruction

A he began walkmg pp the Beach
A v ised Uose Todlonwimgs bm e iy
el Lok o <l shells becanse ol
fhe merdse they made. Siee evervong
wiis vl Diried an heavy survival spits
el bowits, walking on the rug e wy
fain Wis b Teull enough, ¢ven
without trying bo syppress any sourmd
which worild give them away 1o the
sezirls which were spotied o the beach
geross ngrassy knoll on the islund

A ageile humter whose feel koow (he

LB s, D e

Brad Aga, pheto at left, cleans o seal ax some of the children in the Village watch, Shown above
in the skiff are, from lefi, Zock Tavior, Jeff Nawmvff, Brad Aga and Sundra Johnson, Noumaoff takes
i re nf the ,n'u.ll sl it L valk ﬂu}. ;‘-hrrru limwer f"ill.,"f!.l' Helinwe, o ."ill::r Birarndy seal ipprestines wiith

wt afrip of far.

land a5 well g5 his eyes do, Aga
sncaked through wll grass where deep
crevices were hidden, He crawled us
he reached the top of the lall, trving
1o conceal his presence from the seals
which ¢avorted on the beach benath
hini.

He stopped for a moment, then sud
denly sprang up and ran down the bl
He quickly luid down as if he were @
sofdier walting in ambush. He mimed
loward the wister, then' relaxed his hold
on the gun s the seal disappeared. He
anmed wpann, then moved Lo g sihng
st

He shor, but made no contact. He
[l dhoowen ananm, gavang the sl o
the guys w the skl o cime 1o the
hedch. One agamn, Aga gor into the
Wkt Etnpty anded

,"'l. L |1L'|, ||:|.l‘|| Iy A" O ih”l,".'l.'l'll
drategy i which the skt would play
1 el poteve et the aitual kil
Pl tokad Nanumel | bor gy o the ondsede
ol aopod o seals mnad movve omand the
point om ane island where he would
willl, prepardd 1o shod

This plin worked, A shdd o younge
s | |1} the oK apd letehed 1 owath the
budt of his rifle. The scal ““will mont
taste fosigh god wild ke the older
wedily,  sald Apa as he gol badk into

the skill

Ag decided w use the sume stnegy
in going after the next seal, but
minentarily i appeared thal e mighi
it Hiave to go on the beach

"There's one there,”' Taylo
ponited, o A began o get oul of the
skill. Age quickly mimed, but decided
it wis foo late o Bel o p‘_ﬂlll,'l shil, He
wimicd al unocher spot, bot reluxed his
wrip on the rifle agatn

Lo on the outsicde of “em, Jetl, and
foop ‘em. There's o bunch on that
roick. ton'" he sald, pointing 1o
aniither dren,

Aga walked 1w 0 point, Imd down
arad i munutes he shot a seal. The scal
Hoted , so Nagmoll and Taylor didn't
have much of a problem retrieving i
They pulled it our of the water at the
sterm and walked 1 along the mde of
thie skt homward the bow

Agn gl bagk it the skt umd i
st s Kill

“Welve gt one more o et he
s

A the skall approsched another e
A told Nawrnol ! v deop b ofl and
pnce agan T loop”” the scals lowand
nim

The swals were spresd out. Every
pnge in awhile, bulbous heads would
pap out of the water for o few seconds,
then disappear, leaving round wakes

These seals seemed (o be more |-
lusive. As the skiff came near the islet
where Aga wailed for an opportune
tioe 10 shoot, he told Nagmolf to go
wround agaim

Naumoll made another sweep and
soom the discharge of Aga’s Magnum
reveberated with the sounds of
sereeching gulls and terns. He shot a
lurge seal by the rocks

The pursuil was over. Taylor and
Noumolt pulled the seal — the Inrﬁu‘.ﬂ
of the three — imto the skiff, then
picked up Aga, Next the crew opeéncd
up the seals by moking shirt icisions
on their bellies.

Agi says it's important (o do this
right away becuuse the seals are “*so
fut and %o closed up’ that they ““hloat
up real quick’ of pot tken care of
Ihe seals were hung over the side
wward the stemn.

Omnge move Aga took control of the
whaler while lns helpers swahbed the
decks,

When Ags got back to the village
he Inid the seals on the beach and

began cleaming them. A few kids and
adults and  severnl dogs  gathered
ground 1w walch. One of the dogs
siiffed a seal's nose defensively

Agn opened up the seals by making
a long cut [rom the small ingision up
tir the neck. Then he cut down to the
lippers. He pulled out the intestines
and cut up hunks of fst and menst for
the brawded seal pul

Some of the fat would be left o ler
ment and macke into “stink o, Con
sidered a delicacy by the elders, *"stink
oil, " s wsed on dried or boiled Dish
and’ other meat

A iloy cut ot nibis, Liver and othes
piarts of the seal, He dudn’y save the
hides of the two b seals because they
ure o good 1o the summer, he said
The hair is oo short and o falls ow

Aga wus tought to clean seals by
elders like Wasillie, Carlson and Dorn
Al

“One thang about the elders, when
ihey teach you, they'll never come oul
andd show you,"" said Ags, “"When |
potmy. . first weal,  they said, “You
skom it around s ippers and cut down
there. You re on you awn. '

“You'd never see them again until
it wigs all cut up and done. You have
1o do everything on your own. They 'l
shiow you what to do and tell you what
iy iy, but they're not going 10 stund
thete and watch over you and lecture
you while you do ot Y ou huve 1o kind
of fewmm on your own, That way, you
gert a better wnderstunding of
everything

oot yeurs, Tve learned alot,
just being by mysell and watching the
animls. "

T'he elders are glod they mught Aga
siv well, because now whenever he
wets o seal, he brings them a portion
ol hs kill

Aga rinsed the intestines, the dark
ped ment, Mippers and fat, and put
them in plistic bags.

Phe makings Tor the prized dish -
hriided seal gur — were brought 10
Jesse Panamarof] and Dora Aga who
cleanedd the iniestings by cutnmg short
shits abont twi bnches apart and flushed
the innards out by squeezimg und nns-
ing them under the loucel.

They soaked the imestines in Iresh
water overmight to make them Hirmer
easier o hrgid

I'he next morming  the women
braided the guls. Jessie Panaimarol !,
an Athabascan Indian was raised in
Fort Yukon where there were no seal
ar other seal mammals available. She
learned ti brid seal guts from Jube
Malutin, an elder from Kurluk

PansmarofT braided the seal’s o
testines with o long, wide strip of far
thit had pieces of meat on it She tied
off the end with b leathér string

“You have to keep going “round
and “round and ‘round,”” she said as
she nimbly intertwined the strands
She noted that one must always keep
iengion on the guts. She frequently
rinsed them olf.

“*After awhile, your fngers pget
wore,”” she said, When she ran oot of
fat, she continued briding the -
testines. Some peefer that part becinse
they don't care for the fat, she said

o can fry fat up and et o with
dry fish, " said Jessie. She sud that
-..J.riur; ke soup oul of the backbone
with potatoes nndd dried peirivhki,

Dora Aga was about |} years oid
when she started briading seal guis
1 watched a lot of old Indies do i, ™
she said. She compares it to knitting

and crocheting, “Same thing. You've
gl to watch what way you're doing
your stitches anyway, . You have 1o
remeniber what way you're going

“That’s all. Front and back. Gefting
stirted o the hardest part  shou
bramding seal guts, After that, it's
Cilss

Dora sad she ““taught guine o few
of them that wanted w learn (seal
bemding) with yarn or string.”’

She wins disappointed thar the girls
i the villlige weren | leamng o ke
prudimomad foody, hike bruided scal gu

Ly to teach them but — (they say )
Eek! Tdon't want o tonch it Eek!
| can’t stund the srell ol o," and all
Uit stwfl . Sl 1 makes me hungry
Phat's what | tell them

UThere's a Linde bit of smiell, like
any other meat, such as beel, pork,
duck. Everythang has an odor to i, bl
vouw eat . Look at duck, when you
clean the ducks. Look m fish, they
have an odor and look ot bow sty
they are. You don’t go by the smell
Thai's what | tell them. You don’t eat
the smedl. You eal U food . Nope, It's
wioodd st fl."”

She Novory the guis with packling
spice and omon, bothing it for about
two hours

“Then they're not so ough,

Although Aga has honted Tor e
supper many a tume, she uud she never
shot a seal. She caught baby seals that
were abandoned on the beach and
brought them up.

“They make good pets, 1 el you

with spiees wmd cooks the fhippers
which wste like pigs’ feet, she suys
She fermenis the fat to make stink ml
for dried fish

As she pul the brawded seal gul 1o
the pot, Aps expressed satisfaction in
hier work

“Look how  bewutitul
preny. "’

“It's 4 work ol wbit,’
Sullivan amd Johnson

O people ook prade i owhat they
didd.”" s Agie “And they didn 't go
o school or college o Jéarn i Sul
sintence way of e 1's not “eek” with
e | oeal anyihmg and everyihing, so
Kiddmp As long as it's edible

Really

ey liimed

Ariber village elder known Tor her
experfise n braghng s Clyvala
Chrstensen, When she wis yoanges
she wialched her elders do 00 amd
thowghi there wis nothang to d — un
1l she tried hersell

1 always had & hard me®” geting
strted, she saubd. “Thes one time | wiss
tiving b and my son (who wos 14 o
157 says, 1 kioow bow. " 1 sud, “Ah,
vl don't know bow . When did you
heaid seal gut"’

“He said, * seen Gramma downg o
50 he came pver and showed me
Yo put it hike this, be sad, That s
how | learned after thir

Christensen said she uses " almos
the whole works™" of the seal. After
she soaks the lungs, she Blows them,
a0 they will exprnd wrd fills them with
baicon, onlons, green pepper and bakes
i

You ¢all ‘em, and they come right
hack. You clap your hands nnd whis
tle and they come swimming full bore
hack . Yoo can trmin them, They tame
casy. They cry just like o baby ™

Agn doesn’t agree with the opinion
that seal ment lastes betior in winters
and that it"s o *“‘fishy™” in the
ST

“The meat ix goodd anytime of the
vear. They cat fish constantly, so
can't be fishy. That's what they live
ot — flounder, cod !

Except for the head, which will go
(o the bears, Aga will keep just about
all of the seal. She boils the ongue

She either fries the seal's kudney umd
heart Or puts them in soup

Besides seal flippers. nbs and
braided guts, the menu at o com
miumty potlnich included ather Al
iishes.,

Sophic Kalelmkoll, cook at the
Larsen Bay Senor center, preparcd
shie-zhig, 0 concoction of Termenfed
salmon eges, mashed potaloes, ol
sugar and sour berries,

‘or dessert, she made o suuce con
sisting of crunbermies thal were botled
i w little water, mashed up, swecten
ed with sugar and thickened with com
starch



