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Alasky would be particularly hard
hit if members of Congress wore
unable to tmfms the proposed national
budget reduction package, sccording
1w Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alasku.

The situation in the state would be
“ulmist unimaginable,”” Stevens said,
because futlure 1o pass the packnge
winlld mean n 40 percent reduction in
civilian operations.

The senntor spoke to Alaski
reporters lost week o teleconference
from his Washington, D.C., office

o package calls for in-
»‘:n:usﬂrmnn on gasoling, cigarefies,
beer, wine and luxury items, as well
us 540 billion in reduction in govern-
ment spending in 1991, In addition,
it would reduce benefits to farmers and
Medicare recipients, as well as: tx
deductions for people who earm more
than $100,000.

Fuilure by Congress o act would
mean the ﬂnn'imudnun Act would
mh: effect, requiring a $100 billion cwt
in one year, Stevens said, noting that
the deadline is this week,
Without the package, Alnska could
face serious problems with airports,
communications, health services for

mural Alsska and highways.

For e . Stevens said delays
for travelers would be increased four-
fold w six-fold of Grammn-Rudman
went into effect because of the cuts in
the Federal Aviation Adminisiration.

And he added that the Anchorage
Intermutional Avrport would have to cul
A0 percent of s Mights,

Stevens said although the
has problems, it s better than the alter-
native. He compared it 1o drinking
three guaurnts of warm mineral water or
facing *‘absolute chaos, '

Despute the proposed cuts, however,

Stevens said he is confidemt that the
tedernl takeover of subsistence
management on  federnl lamis in
Aluska will not be greatly harmed by

the l‘l’::‘ :

The Department of the Interior is
one of the few nreas where conces-
:mmu were made for slight growth, he
sanid.

Stevens sakd 513 million has been
requested for the subsistence program
for 1991, and he expects to get about
$10 million.

"With some belt tightening they can
do ir,"" he said.




