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tanya waskey seventh grader and teacher carl addington read a letterfromletter from author barthe declements

7thath graderaradercif
gets authors attention

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE tanya
waskey a seventh grade student in
mountain village approached her
teacher with a special request recently

she wanted to know whether it
would be possible to write to one of
her favorite authors

waskeyswatkeysWas keys teacher carl addington
was able to locate the address and
phone number ofofbarthebarthe declements
author of several books including no
place for me five finger discount
and the sixth grade can really kill
you

when he contacted the washington

based author by phone declements
replied that she would be delighted to
correspond with the young reader

waskey drafted a tetterletter to
declements and sent it off within
about two weeks waskey received a
two page handwrittenhand written letter from the
author along with two autographed
books

waskey was very anxious for silent
reading period to begin that day

the whole thing just fell into
place addington said about the turn
of events Ms declements was ex
tremelybremely gracious when I1 talked to her

on the phone I1 explained that when
a student out here takes the initiative
to make a special request it is crucial
to try to follow it up

she replied that having been a
teacher herself for many years she
wholeheartedly agreed

waskeyswatkeysWaskeys good fortune has sparked
an interest among her classmates to try
to contact other people in the public
eye addington is now busy trying to
gather addresses of celebrities rang-
ing from author judy blime to basket-
ball player michael jordon to the pop
group the new kids on the block


