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-

The Value of FairbanksFairbanks-

DetoxificationDetoxification CenterCenterT-
heThe Fairbanks Detoxification Center has been thethe-

subject
the-

subjectsubject of considerable controversycontroversyrecentlyrecently . Some sitesite-
the

site-
thethe cost of operation ,. others the futility of sobering upup-

drunks
up-

drunksdrunks so they can go out and start all over again , andand-

others
and-

othersothers just consider the whole program a waste of time ,

effort and money . I[ for one disagree with this theorytheory-
completely

theory-
completelycompletely . I[Iconsiderconsider the Fairbanks DetoxificationDetoxification-
center

Detoxification-
centercenter one of the most important and vital social servicesservices-
serving

services-
servingserving not only the residents of Fairbanks , but thethe-

reidents
the-

residentsresidentsre\identsreidents'\ of all of AlaskaAla <;ka .

Drinking is apparently a part of the way of lifeIiie inin-

Fairbanks
in-

FairbanksFairbanks if not all Alaska , unfortunately the lessless-

afOuent
less-

affluentaffluentafOuent are by their circumstances coerced into drinkingdrinking-
inin public establishments , while"hilehile" the more affluentafOuent cancan-
inbibe

can-
inbibeinbibe in the privacy of their homes , either alone or withwith-
friends

with-
friendsfriends without fear of publicpublicridiculeridicule or incarceration .

ButUut , what"hathat" about the visitors to our city from the outlyingoutlying-
villages

outlying-
villagesvillages and neighboring .citiescities.,..citiescities. ? It'sIts'' human nature thatthat-
they

that-
theytheytheyantwant\\antant\ to socialize , meet their friends and in generalgeneral-
enjoy

general-
enjoyenjoy their stay here ; where"herehere" else are they going to meetmeet-
but

meet-
butbut in a bar? Naturally some of them overindulge .,

MyIllyty purpose is not to discuss the private or publicpublic-
drinking

public-
drinkingdrinking habits ofofanyoneanyone , but to bring to your attentionattention-
the

attention-
thethe one organization in Fairbanks that is taking positivepositive-
action

positive-
actionaction to help those people who for some reason , real oror-

imagined
or-

imaginedimagined , cannot help themselves .

The organization is the Fairbanks Detoxification CenCen-Cen-
ter

Cen-
ter

¬-

ter , locatedlocatedonon Airport Road at what was formerly thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope Lodge .

Anyone who needs professional help is welcome therethere-
with

there-
withwith no "RedRed" Tape " and a minimum of interogation .

The main interest of the professional staff headed by Dr .

David Cannack and his competent staff of RegisteredRegistered-
Nurses

Registered-
NursesNurses and sevenilsever.1sever1seveml: ., non-professionalnonprofessional- assistants , is to getget-
the

get-
thethe patient sober , coherent and in a condition to returnreturn-
to

return-
toto the community as a useful and productive citizen .

The mere fact that some citizens who were consideredconsidered-
toto be incurable alcoholics were treated at this clinic andand-
returned

and-
returnedreturned to society as useful and productive citizens isis-

justification
is-

justificationjustification for the support of the state , the city , thethe-
BIA

the-
BIABIA , the, ANF , the UGNVGN , the Liquor Dealers Ass'nAssn' , thethe-
Bar

the-
BarBar Owners Ass'nAssn' , and every churchchurchandandandciviccivic group asas-

well
as-

wellwell as private citizens .
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