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Sled Dog Race from Anchorage to Nome-NomeNomeL-

onsest
NomeL-

on
NomeL-

ongest
--

LonsestLongestLon est and RicliestRichest in RacineRacinf{ History.,, Race to Take 10 to 14 DavsDays-
ANCHORAGE , AK . - A oneone-

thousand
one-

thousandthousand mile sled dog racerace-
which

race-
whichwhich would beginbegm in AnchorageAnchorage-
andand wind up in the historichlstonc goldgold-
rush

gold-
rushrush town of Nome , Alaska utilutil-util-

Izing
util-

izing
¬-

izing the historichlstonc IditarodIdltarod Trail ,
has been proposed for this spring
byspringbythe IditarodIdltarod TrailTral] InterInter-Inter-

natIOnal
Inter-

national
¬-

national Championship RaceRace-

commillee
Race-

committeecommitteecommillee , headed by JoeJoe-

Reddmgton
Joe-

ReddingtonReddmgton.SrReddmgtonSrReddmgtonReddington ., SfSr.. of KmkKnik .

The race , which experts saysay-

will
say-

willwill be the longest andandrichestrichestrichest-

Inin the historyIllstory ofofsledsled dogdog-

racmg
dog-

racingracingracmg is expected to take bebe-bebe-

tween
be-

tween
¬-

tween 10 and 14 days to comcom-com-
pletc

com-comcom-
plete

¬-

pletepletc anddnd pay the top twentytwenty-
wmners

twenty-
winnerswinnerswmners a totaltotalofof $50,00050000$50,000-

"To
$50,000-

"To
$50,000-

"To
$ ,

"ToTo" most people the IditarodIdnarodIdnarod-
Trail

Iditarod-
TrailTrailTrailmeansmeans littlehille , ifIfanyifanythinganythingany tIling ,

"
says Reddmgton , a life-timelifetimelife.llmelifellmelife.llme-
'musher

lifetime'-
musher

-.

'mushermusher' ' andandoneone of the primepruneprune-
movers

prime-
moversmovers behind the proposedproposed-
race

proposed-
racerace , "butbut" to those familiar withwith-

early
with-

earlyearly Alaskan historylllstory , the trailtrail-

brings
trail-

bringsbrings to mindnundnundamindaa great deal..

InI n the early 1900's1900s' , hardy souls

laden with supplies , mailmall , foodfood-

and
food-

andandandclothingclothing entered the trailtrail-

at
trail-

atat Knik , just across the KmkKOikKnikKOik-

Arm
Knik-

ArmArm fromfront Anchorage and slowlyslowly-

worked
slowly-

workedworked their way north andand-

west
and-

westwest through such busy townstowns-
as

towns-
asas Iditarodldltarod and Flat and on toto-

Nome
to-

NomeNome .

HistoriansHlstonans say that the IditaldltaIdita-Idita-

rod
¬.-

rod Trail was considered by earlyearly-
travelers

early-
travelerstravelers as the primary accessaccess-

route
access-

routeroute into Alaska'sAlaskas' interiorIntenor untiluntil-

the
until-

thetheRailwaylaterAlaskaAaska] Northern RailwayRailwa-
ylaterlater((later Alaska Railroad ) comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pletedpletedItSits Anchorage-FairbanksAnchorageFairbanksAnchorageFairbanks-
route

-

route inm 1923 .

The race , whichwinch hashds beenbeen-

scheduled
been-

scheduledscheduled for March 3 , hashas-

dlready
has-

alreadyalreadydlready drawn a great deal ofo ("

interestmterest from AlaskanAldskan 'mushersmushers'mashersmashers' '

as wellwellasas from several personspersons-
Inin the Lower 48 ..

Says ReddmgtonReddington "WeWe" havehave-

received
have-

receivedreceived numerous calls andand-

lellers
and-

lettersletterslellers from interestedmterested participarticI-particI-
pants

partici-
pants

¬-

pants both here as well as onon-

the
on-

thethe 'outsideoutside' ' wanting to know

- v-vv-

more

-

more about the proposedproposedracerace .

As a matter of fact , one sled-sledsled-
dog

sled-

dog
sled-

dog
-

dog buff called from MichiganMichigan-
and

Michigan-
andand expressedexpressedanan interestmterest inIIImII-
Ijommg

m-

joiningjoiningjommg us for the event .:"'
BasedBasedonon past participationparticipation-

Inin smaller races around the state ,

the committeecommillee predicts a recordrecord-

number
record-

numbernumber ofofentnesentriesentnes , perhaps eveneven-

In

even-

inin the hundreds .

The entry fee hashds been setset-

at
set-

atat $100100$ per competitor withwith-
the

with-
thethe deadline for registration 1

pmWIllieFebruaryregistrationFebruary28 , 1973 at 6 pmp mm-

WhileWhileWIllie touriststoumts wingwmg their way toto-

IlIStonc
to-

historichistoricIlIStonc Nome inm a few hours inmm-

modern
in-

modernmodern jet aircraftalrcrdft ,, the racersracers-
will

racers-
willwill take a much longer , butbubut-

also
tt-

alsoalso a more colorfulcolorfulrouteroute witwltlwittywitty-

such
! )

such towns and hamletshamlet asaas-

RainyRainyRalllY PassPdSS , McGrath , Ruby ,.

Kaltag ,, Unalakleet ,., and KoyukKoyuk-
greeting

Koyuk-
greetinggreeting them alongdlong onun theirtheir-

long
their-

longlong journey .

A glance at the mapmapofof AlaskaAlaskdAlaskd-

MIl
Alaska-

willwillMIl quicklyqlllckly confirm the diffidlllldiffi-

culty
¬'

cultycully of the 1,0001000, mile journeyjourney-
Safety

journey-
Safety

journey-
SafetySafety precautionsprecautlon have notnot-

been
not-

beenbeen left to chance . LvcryEvery[Every-

musher
veryvery-

mushermusher will be requiredreqUifed to checkcheck-

inin111 periodically at establishedestablished-
checkpoll1ts

established-
checkpointscheckpointscheckpoll1ts where helie and hishis-

team
his-

teamteam will havehdve opportunitiesopportumtles toto-

rest
to-

restrest andandeatcateat.. "ItIt"II" t is very m-m111-111in-inm-

trestmg
11-

1trestll1g

in-

tresting

-

trestmgtrestll1gtresting to note ,
" says ReddmgReddmg-Redding-ReddingReddmg-

ton
Redding-

ton
¬-

ton , "thatthat" some of the buildingsbuildlllgsbuildlllgs-
constructed

buildings-
constructedconstructed byhy the early traveltravel-travel-

ers
travel-

ers
¬-

ers arearc stillslill standingstdndll1g and will bebe-

utilized
be-

utilizedutilized as check points . "
Every checkpoint will bebe-

equipped
be-

equippedequipped not only withwllh foodfood-

and
food-

andandandrestrest facilities , but will bebe-

III

be-

IllinIIIIll radio contact withwithracerace

01

headquartersheadquartcrs so that the progressprogress-
of

progress-
ofof the race can be reported toto-

the
to-

thethe public .

The race has drawn praise
frompraisefrommanymdny sectors of Alaska ..

U.SUS. . Senator Mike Gravel , whowho-

recently
who-

recentlyrecently asked InteriorIntenor SecretarySecretary-
Rogers

Secretary-
RogersRogers Morton to considerconsider-
designating

consider-
designatingdesignating the IditarodIdltarod Trail aa-

national
a-

nationalnational historic landmarkIdndmark , hashas-

called
has-

calledcalled the race "thethe" mostI11mt hislus-lushis-hislust-

OTlC

his-

toric
¬--

torictOTlC event inIII the history of dogdog-

mumushingmashingmu h1l1g I am certaincertam that thistillStillS-

race
this-

racerace will.illill. do much to focusfocus-

attentIOn
focus-

attentionattention on Alaska'sAlaskasAla\ka\AlakaAlakahistory\ '\ history ,

anddnd bring understandingunderstdndlllg ofofItsitsIts-

people
its-

peoplepeople andandItanditsitsIt land1lIld, .
"

The pnepmcprize? money for thistillstills-

race
this-

racerace willwillconiccomeconic from donationsdonatlOl1\donatlOl1donatlOl1-
dccordmg \ ,

accordingdccordmg to event orgam/ersorgamersorgdnllersorganizersorgamers-
"As

orgdnllers-
"A

organizers-
"As

/
"AsAs"AA" in any event of thistillStillS-

magl11tude
this-

magnitudemagnitudemagl11tude we anticipate greatgredlgredl-
expenses

great-
expensesexpenses not only in111 the pri/eprieprl/eprlprizeprle-
money

prize-
money

/
money but alsodbo into publicity andand-

promotion
and-

promotionpromotion costscocostI\I\Icxplall1s. ,:"' explainscxplall1s RedRed-Red-

dmgton
Red-

dington
¬--

dmgtondington
dmgton"Fordington"For

"ForFor" thistlm reasonrea\onreaon\ we.ee. sincerelysll1cerelysll1cerely-

hope
sincerely-

hopehope that all AlaskansAld\kdl1SAldkdl1S\ will.111111willcon. .111canconcancon-con-

tribute
¬.-

tribute whatwhdt theythev can to makemdkemdke-

tlm
make-

thisthistlm event ad nationalnJl10nal spccticalspectlcalspectical ".
More informationIIlformatlOn on thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposedproposedracerace may be obtainedobtall1cdobtall1cd-

from
obtained-

fromfrom IditarodIdltdrod TrailIrail1I rail committee ,

Box 6108 , AnchorageAnchordge , AK

99502 .


