
Ancient Little Village ofofTelidaof
,

Telida May Finally Get Its School
One of01 the oldest inhabitedmhabitedmhabited-

villages
inhabited-

villagesvillages in the Interior of AlaskaAlaska-

may
Alaska-

maymay finally get its own school ,
hanksthanks( to a letter written byby-

James
by-

JamesJames HuntmgtonlIuntmgtonHuntington , RegionalRegional-
Director

Regional-
DirectorDirector of the Koyukon DeveDeve-Deve-

lopment
¬.-

lopment Corporation , and sentsent-

to
sent-

toto the Tundra Times , the governgovern-govern-

or
¬.-

or and several other places .

The village , Telida , is about
80 air miles from McGrath and

has a population of 15 , in111in-inin-

cluding
¬.-

cludingcludmg three preschool children .

Children old enough for schoolschool-
have

school-
havehave to go to Nikolai , a neigh-neigh-.,,
boringbonngneighboringvillage , for classes .

Attending grades one throughthroughS-

IXsix in Nikolai .areare. 10 childrencllIldrencllIldren-
from

children-
fromfrom four families . The familiesfamilies-
had

families-
hadhad moved from Telida , butbut-

said
but-

saidsaid they would move backbackIfif aa-

school
a-

schoolschool were built , since it is

their home .

Transportation intoII1to TelidaTelldaTellda-

mcludes
Telida-

includesincludesmcludes smallslnall planeslanes and river-riverriver-
boats

river-
boats

-.

boats . Because the rivernver is tootoo-
shallow

too-
shallowshallowbargesforand narrow , small barges
for supplies are not reallyreally-

practical
really-

practicalpractical ..

If TelidaTellda gets its schoolschool-
and

school-
andand this is subject to sufficientsufficIent-
appropriations

sufficient-
appropriationsappropriations from the StateState-

legislature
State-

LegislatureLegislature - it would have an

enrollment of' 10 for the ll)73-ll)73ll731973-1973ll)73-
74

1973-
74

1973-
74

) -

74 school year.. The breakdownbreakdown-
ofofofclassesclasses would be two studentsstudents-
Inin grade two , one eacheachininm gradesgrades-
three

grades-
threethree andandSIXsix and three eacheachininmm-

grades
in-

gradesgrades four andandsevenseven .

TelidaTehda Village Chief NickNick-
Nikolai

Nick-
NikolaiNikolai would likehke to see villagevillage-
men

village-
menmen used to10 cutcuI logs for thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool , the teacher'steachers' househuuse andand-
aa powerhousepuwerhuuse . PresentlyPr ently ,. tl-etletktle-, '

village has no electric powerpower-

source
power-

sourcesource and nonu wells .,

Before the schoolschoolcouldcould behebe-

budt
he-

builtbuiltbudt , well"ellell" waterwaler andandeleClrrctlyandelectricityelectricityeleClrrctlyeleClrrctly-
would

electricity-
wouldwould have to10 behe furnishedfurl1lfurnished-
Such

hedhed-

SuchSuchSuchneedSuchneedsneedneeds:, wouldyould, havehdve to bebe-

statesuppliedstate-suppliedstatesuppliedtate.supphedtatesupphed-. And with winterw1l1terw1l1te-
ralready

winter-
alreadyalready here , the problem isI eveneven-

more
even-

moremore urgenturgenurgent-

Telida
urgent-

Telida
!

TelidaTchdd wontswdntswants ad school ItII alsoal\oaloalo-
would

also-

would
\

would likehke a store , post officeoftceoftoffice-

and
cece-

andand better communicationsCOIllIJIUI1ICatllH1\COIllIJIUI1ICatllH1COIllIJIUI1ICatllH1with\ withwith-
the

with-
thethe rest ot01of AlaskaAld J.aJa. . ForlorIorI or nownoy" , itIII-

IIJ
it-

lookslookIJlooks()() . * jias.JJ. if theIhe peoplepeopll' may1Il.J1IlJ. }' gelgel-

.It
gel-

atat.ItIt. least partpJrt olof theirthl'lrthllr' goalsgdgoals-

realized
() ,

rejli/edrejliedreJllledrealized/


