
Star Wars in Aleutians?
WASHINGTON ,. D.C-U.SDCU.SD.CDCU.SUS. ., -- . ..

Department of Defense officials have-
informed

havehave-
informedinformed Alaska Senator Frank-
Murkowski

FrankFrank-
MurkowskiMurkowski that intelligetiintelligenceintelligelloe+ oe gathering-
operations

gatheringgathering-
operationsoperations that would be part of the-

proposed
thethe-

proposedproposed Strategic Defense Initiative-
SDI

InitiativeInitiative-
SDI(SDI ) research program will be bas-

ed
bas-

ed
bas-basbasbas--¬-

ed in the Aleutian Islands ..

Murkowski , a member of the Senate-
Select

SenateSenate-
SelectSelect Committee on Intelligence *, waswas-

Informed
was-

informedinformed of (thehe proposal by Lt . Gen-
James

GenGen-
JamesJames A .. Abrahamson , Director of the-

SDI
thethe-

SDISDI research program .

In a letter to Murkowski ,, Abraham-
son

Abraham-Abraham-
son said the Alaska military site at-

Shemya
atat-

ShemyaShemya is proposedproposed to participatearticlpate in-

Intelligence
inin-

intelligenceintelligence gatgatheringring activitiesactivitiC$ involv-
ing

involvIOvolv-IOvolvinvolv-IOvolv-

ing
-¬-

ing KC-135KC135KC-13S13S-- aircraft and infrared-
sensors

Infrared-
sensors

infra-redinfrared-sensors ..

MurkowskiMurkowskt said he was also inform-
ed

Inform-
ed

informInform-¬-
ed that the Department of Defense is-

considering
isis-

consideringconsidering an expanded role for the-

Shemya
thethe-

ShemyaShemya militarynulltary sitelute to monitor Soviet-
ballistic

SovietSoviet-
ballisticballistic missile testing "Alaska's-
geographical

""AlaAla"Alaska'sAlaskaska'skaska's-
geographical

'
geographical proximity to the Kam-
chatka

Kam-
chatka

Kam-Kam-.
chatka PenmPemnsula--thePemnsulathePeninsula-thePeninsulaul/l-theullthe/--*-- primarypnmary impact-
point

impactimpact-
pointpoint for Soviet ballistic missile tes-
tflightsmakes

testtest-

t1lghtst1lghtsflightS-makesflightSmakes-"*-makes ourOUf state the optimum-
location

optimumoptlmul1loptlmul1l-
locationlocation for the proposed sensor ex-

penaments
ex-

penaments
ex-

periaments
ex-ex-

penamentsperiamentspenaments/penamentspenamentsMurkowski,,/""' Murkowski said .,.
.. _ . . . .II I ! J .11 "ll.tlltHe emphasized that "thesethese pro-

grams
propro-

grams
pro-pro-¬-

grams will help put the United States-
in

StatesStates-
InInm a better position in the future to-

make
toto-

makemake an informed decision on whetherwhether-
toto actually deploy a strategic defense-
system

defensedcfensl)
system . "

Murkowski noted that this monitor-
ing

monitor-
ing

monitormonitor-¬-
ing is consistent with the intelligenceIntelligence-
gathering

,
gathering role played by ,Alaska In-

support
inin-

supportsupport ,. of , arms control treaty-
verification

treatytreaty-
venficationverificationvenfication .,

MurMurkowski!<owskj said the
'
'OpticalOpticalOptical Air-

borne
Air-

1

Air-
borne

Air-Air-
,
1 borne Measurement Program-

OAMP
ProgramProgram-

OAMP
Program-

OAMP(OAMP ) involves the modification of

an existing hangar at Shemya to ac-

commodate
ac-acac¬.-

commodate a specially equippedequippedKC.13.5equippedKCKCKG-KGKG135KC.13.5KC13.5KC135.- 135. aircraft , which will collect-
data

collectcollect-
datadata onpn Soviet systems while flying off-

the
offoff-

thethe coast Of the Soviet Union . The airair-

craft
air-air¬.-

craft will always operate In interna-
tional

internainterna-¬.-
tional airspace at a distance of more-
than

moremore-
thanthan 100 miles froirifr6mftrbnf SovietSoviel territory ,

MurkowskiMurkowsklMurkokt** said .

The Alaska senator said the Queers-
Match

QueenQueertQueersQueert-
MatchMatch research program would also-
be

alsoalso-
bebe located in Shemya , where a new-
rocket

newnew-
rocketrocket probe launch complex is being-
constructed

beingbeing-
constructedconstructed . The program would in-

volve
inin-in¬.-

volve launching a rocket containing an-

infrared
anan-

infraredinfra-redinfrared- sensor system above the at-

mosphere
atat-

mosphere
at-at¬-

mosphere.,, to collect data on Soviet-
missiles

SovietSoviet-
missilesmissiles being flight-testedflighttested--- into thethe-

Kamchatka
the-

KamchatkaKamchatka Peninsula ..

MurkowskiMurkowskl wrote Abrahamson on-

October
onon-

OctoberOctober 31st after a story and draw-
ings

drawdraw-¬.-
ings on SDI battlebatde management in TheThe-

Washigton
?hehe-

WashigtonWashigton Post indicated "lasef-
weapons

""Iaset-
weapons

"laseflasef"IasetIaset
weapons" located in Alaska triggertrigger--¬-
ingthetriggerintriggeringining the destruction of Societ attack-
iissiles

attackattack-
JmssilesmissilesJmssilesiissiles ..

In the letter , MurkowskiMurkowskl askedabked if-

Alaska
ifif-

AlaskaAlaska was under consideration as an-

SDI
IIn-

SDI
anIIn

SDI deployment shesite for laser-
weapons

laserlaser-
weaponsweapons ,, or if Alaska would be In-

volved
inin-

volved
in-in-¬-

volved in the future deployment of-

strategic
ofof-

strategicstrategic defensive systems ,.

AbrahamsonAbrabalnSon responded that the ar-

chitectural
arar-

chitectural
ar-ar¬-

chitectural studies ""areare theoretical at-

this
atat-

thIsthis pointint , " bubu\bubutbuthere(\ there '"'areare"are'" also-
posse

alsoalso-
possibilitiespossepossibilitiesilities for" ground-basedgroundbased- radars-
or

radarsradars-
oror sensors located on aircraft which-
some

whichwhich-
somesome day could stage out of Alaska .

""ItItIOU is important to emphasize that-
these

thatthat-
thesethese are anything butblltbit firm plansplans.atplansatplans.att-
his

.... .,.atatatat-

this theoreticaltheoretical-

locations
this pointpalnt theythl'YthlY' represent theoreticaltheoretical-
locationslocations and may neverhev\rhevr(\ prove eithereither-
desirable

either-
desirabledesirable or cost-effectivecosteffective-- ,

""
AbrahamAbrahamsonon added .. ""HoweverHowever ,, one-
day

One-

day
one

day it is also possible that deploymentdeployment-
ofof an SDI system would indeed in-

volve
inin-

volve
in-in¬-

volve many kinds of installations In-

many
In-

many
in

many states ,, including Alaska . II"II-
"In""IriIri"InIn"IliIli the nearer term ,, the SKI-

research
SKISKI-

researchresearch program has plans ,, and (:Con-

struction
ConCon-Conon-

structlon
on-on¬-

structionstructlon is underway , for some inin-

telligence
in-

telligence
in-in¬-

telligence gathering operations in the-

Aleutians
thethe-

AleutiansAleutians ., Specifically , a hangar for-

our
forfor-

ourour Optical Airborn Measurement-
Platform

MeasurementMeasurement-
PlatformPlatform Aircraft and a launch facili-
ty

facilifacili-¬-.
ty for the Queen Match rocket probe-
are

probeprobe-
lireartlireare nearing completion on ShemyaShemya1.. '" '


