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\ AgAge of the Arctic
,

;: an end to prbtectiveprdtectiveprotective isolation ??
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)tjyJyy Jim BenedettoT-
undra

Benedetto-
i

BenedettoBenedettQ
\i TundTundraInciterTundra" timestlmolInciter, Edito-

rA

!EditorIdllorEdito-

rAA tecenrecenreceniarticte'inreceniarticteinarticleartlc1e'inartlc1ein', in the latest ForeignForeigForeign-
IIIIPolicyPolicybyOranForeignPolicy, '""TheThe' he Age Off the Arctic , " by

Oran R ,. yXYoungungungs,, w/ssis/ bound to have pro-proprorprop* -profoundprorfoundpropfoundfound 1mimimpactact on Alaska dedecisiondeisW$ lslon ,
makersmakets in thehe years to come .. Young ];)

a political scientistcientlstscientist ,. is director of the-

Center
the-

Center
the

Center ffor Northern Studies id-

Wolcott
11-

1Wolcott
iri111id

Wolcott ,, Vermontermonermont!...

In his aarticleic1eicle ,, Young expounds on-

the
onon-

thethe Arctic (region'sregionsregion'sregions' growing impor-
tance

impor-
tance

imporimpor-¬-

tance to ththe strategic ancanlland) economic-
wellbeing

economiceconomic-
wellbeingwell-beingwellbeing- of the UnitedUmted States and the-

Soviet
thethe-

SovietSoviet UnidnUnion ..

""ItIt is hardly an exagexaggerationeration to say-
that

saysay-
thatthat the world is enteringentenng (Ihethehe age of-
the

of-

the
of

the Arctic , aflanalt era in which those con-

cerned
concon--*.

cerned with1with\ international peace and-

security
andand-

securitysecurity will urgently need to know-
much

knowknow-
muchmuch more about the region and In-

which
inin-

whichwhich policymakerspolicytnakepolicymaker in the Arctic rimrim-

states
rim-

statesstates will become increasingly con-

cerned
con-

cerned
concon-con-con-¬-

cernedwithcerned with Arctic affairs ,, " writes-
Young

writeswrites-
YoungYoung ,.

As his arguments unfold , it is evi-
dent

evievi-¬.-
dent thtitthat Young , engages in no-

rhetorical
nono-

rhetoricalrhetorical exercisee'lerclseelerclsee'lerclsewhen' \jwhen\whenwhenwhen hestreasehe , tressesst'essestesse!' §,

the Arctic card in the superpower-
struggle

superpower-
struggle

superpower
struggle ,. )JRedentkedbntec'nt developments In-

military
inin-

militarymilitary technology have thrust the-

region
thethe-

rereregionion into a ppositionsitlon of strategic-
primacy

strategicstrategic-
prImacyprimacy .,

""ItIt is hard to ignore the facts that-
the

thatthat-
thethe UnitedUmted States and the Soviet Umon-
are

UnionUmonUnion-
areare immediate neighborsl1elghbors in the Arc-
tic

Arc-
tic

ArcArc-¬--
tic ,, that the shortest route between the-

two
thethe-

twotwo superpowers is across the NorthNorth-
Pole

North-
PolePole , and that both superpowers frontfront-
directly

front-
directlydirectly on the Arctic Basin , " sayssays
YoungsaysYoung,, who also emphasizes that the-

GreenlandIcelandUnited
thethe-

GreelnlandIcelandUnitedOreenland-Iceland-UnitedOreenlandIcelandUnitedGreelnland-Iceland-UnitedGreelnlandGreenland-Iceland-UnitedGreenlandKingdomOIUKKingdomGIUK-- -- Kingdom
(GIUKOIUK ) Gap *, which consists of thethelthel-

II' NorweglonSeaNorwegionSeaDenmarkDenmark'StraitDenmarkStrait' Strait and the NorwegianNorweglonNorwegion
Sea , is the main passageway Wto open-
ocean

openopen-
oceanocean for the Soviet Nothern Fleet ,.

""AlreadyAlready ,, Soviet $SS-N-8SSN8SS-N-SSS-N-8SN8- - and SS-

N18
SS-

N18
SS-SSSSwSS-

wN18
-

N-18N18- missiles mounted on Delta-classDeltaclassbelta-classbeltabeltaclass-
&ubmarlnes

Deltaclass-
submarines

--
&submarines&ubmarlnesubmarlnes can reachreacheveryevery \ffilJor-
mihtary

majorffil\JorffilJormajor-
militarymilitarymihtary target in North America andand-

Western
and-

WesternWestern Europe without leaving Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
ArcArc-Arc-Arc¬-

tic patrol stations .. SimilarlySilnilarly , AmericaAmerica-
Tradent

America-
TridentTridentTradent submarines carrying C-4C4---

missilesmi&silesmisiles& can attack trrilitaiymIlitarymIlitarytargetstargets
throughouttargetsthroughoutthe Soviet UniOnUmon fromfrom-
Arctic

from-
ArcticArctic waterswaters/waterswatersYoung/j) "' Young pointspolhts out ear-
ly

ear-
ly

earear-¬-
ly hIinin the article .

Besides th6the considerable military-
importance

militarymilitary-
Importanceimportance of the area ,, Young points-
out

pointspoints-
outOut that aa major portion of the two na-

tions
nana-na¬.-

tions '' mineral wealth lieshesties in the Arc-
tiC

ArcArc-Arc-

tic
Arc-Arc¬-

tic ,. Mentioned by Young are the vast-
oil

vast
oil011 and natural gas reservesreCrves'! on both-
sides

both-
sides

both
sides of the Pole ,. the Red DogDoj-MJneTDojMJneTwif- nerte" " '

,, "
ancand) Alaska'sAlaskas' huge coal dedeppntspq Its andand-

hydropower
and-

hydropowerhydropower potential .

Because of these resource treasures ,,

vital to the superpowers '' economic-
growth

economiceconomic-
growthgrowth and mineraltnineral security , the Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
ArcArc-¬-

tic is one of the world'sworlds' most rapidly-
industrializing

rapidlyrapidly-
Industrializingindustrializing regions .

At odds with the rampant militariza-
tion

militarizamllitarizamilitariza--¬.
tion and industrialindustrializationindudtrializationtion of thethll regIOn-
are

region-
are

region
are the concerns of the indigenous cir-

cumpolar
cir-

cumpolar
cir-

cumpolar
cir-cir-

cumpolar peoples and weighty en-enIIn-IIn-

"""ItIt is hardly an exaggeration to say that the-
world

thethe-
worldworld is 'entering'entering , the age of the Arctic ., . .

""

vironmental issues . Young rightly-
points

rightlyrightly-
pointspointspointsAlaskaNativeout that ANCSA (thethll Alaska-
Native

Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act) waswas-
"spurred

was-
"spurred""spurredspurred " to passage by the desire toto-

extract

'
extractIIxtract oil ffromom Prudhoe Bay ..,

""TheseThese peoples ararkare, quickly graspgrasp-grasp-grasp-.graspinging tbethe importanceim rtanceicegraspiceof preservingpreservmg their-
cultures

theirtheir-
culturesculturesthoughAlaskaoughAlaska,, '"" yYoungollng remindsrenunds us (thoughough
Alaska Natives certainly need nono-
remmder

no-
reminderreminderremmderdevelopmentis) ,, and ""ArcticArctic development
is stillstili destineddestmed to generate a steady-
stream

steadysteady-
streamstream of controversies cconcerninconcernin-
their

concerningncllrnmgncllrnmg-
theirtheir place irthIin a world rullfull of advanc *

ed industrialinilustrial societiessocieties1societies1-
Environmentally

..
'"

Environmentally , Young points out-

the
out-

the
out

the potential for severe potential en-
vironmental

en-

vironmental
enen-en¬-

vironmental hazards in the Far North ,

due to the ""mammothmammoth scalescale'1scale1'"" of Arc-

tic
Arc-

tic
Arc-ArcArcArc-¬-

tic development... The fragility of """cer-
tain

"cer-
tain

"cercer"cer--¬-
tain key Arctic ecosystems " are inin-

creasingly
in-

creasingly
in-in¬-

creasingly jeopardized by problems-
such

problemsproblems-
suchsuch as Arctic haze and Water pollu-pollupoilu-poilu-

tionlion resulting from OCS development .

The Arctic is also importantl\UportantlUportant\ to the-

entire
th6thethe-

entireentire global physical $Systemystetnystemt , acaccor-
ding

accoraccor-or-
dmg

or-or-¬-
dingdmg to recent research on the "."heat-
budget

"heatheatheatheat-

budgetbudgetbythe" Of the region -- createdreated by-

the
by

the Interactioninteraction of the ocean ,, seabea ice-
and

Ice-

and
ice

and atmosphere - which could affectaffect-
the

affect-
thethe cjimateclimate of the entire earth .

Nor does Young failfall totl) mentionmenMn our-
stake

ourour-
stakestake in preserving marine mammal-

"populations
mammal

""'populationspopulations"populations"popufauonspopufauons' such as the boVhead-
whalll

bo\yheadboyheadbo\VheadVheadbovyhead\\whalewhalll an polar bear ..

CertainlyCertamly nopenOllenone of this information-
is

informationmfQrmation
is18 news to Alaskans , but its prescnta-
tion

presentapresenta-prescnta-prescntapresenta-
tion

-¬-

tion inm concise and coherent fashion-
makes

fashionfashion-
makesmakes for compellingcompelhng reading , no less-
for

les-

for
lessles\les\

for the average AlaskanAla&kanAlakan& than for our-
legislators

Our-
legislators

our
legislators .

This valuablevaluablll insight intomto the forces-
being

forcesforce&,

being brought to bear on the region-
now

regIOn-
now

region
now , andandmandininm the future , holds startlsthrti-sthrti¬.-
ingsthrtiingimportance for Alaska Natives in

particular .

The issues of land protection , sub-
sistence

subsub-sub.-

preservationsistence rights and cultural preservapreserva-'-
tion are all intertwined with thethe-
arguments

the-
argumentsarguments provided by Mr . YounYoungYoun ,,
and they must be examinedeXllnuned within this-
larger

thisthis-
largerlarger perspective before makingmakmg aa-

'commitment
a-

'commitment''commitmentcommitment'mayturnto strategies which maymay-
turnturn output to be short-sightedshortsighted-- or-
unrealistic

oror-
unrealisticunrealistic ,. Above all , internecinemternecme con-
flicts

con-
flicts

concon--¬-
flicts must be avoided over approach ,
when the goal is commonly shared-

Young
sharedshared-

Young
shared-

YoungYoung recommends that an Arctic
PolicyPoheyArcticPoheyArcticPolicyAgenda be establishedestablish\XIestablishXI\ , with inin-in-¬-

putpUI fromfroln all segments of ourpur society ,,

and from other nations a'sasisas
'

wellwelKweillweillNII, NII-

ignored
NoNdNII\NII\

ignoredignoredt\\t\til\ilinilthiS'\this\ (thiShis recommrecommendationndatlon are-

existing
amareare-

eillstmgexistingeillstmg organizationsorganazatlons suchsllch as thethll In *',
uitUlt Circumpolar ConferenceConfllrence ,, thethfij,
University of Alaska'sAlaskasA1a\ka'sA1aka'skas\ '' GeophysicalOeophysualln-
stiMe

Oeophysualln-Oeophysualln: In-

stitute
InIn-In-¬-

stitutestiMe ,, and the Arctic Research Com-
mission

Com-ComCom-
mission

ComCom--¬-
mission ,, whosewho&ewhoe& valuevalull Young notes InIn-

order
In-

orderorder to deal more effectivelyeffectivyeffectivywithwith thethe-
many

the-
manymany emergingIImerglng issues ,, however ,,

Young recommendsrllcommends that Congress-
create

CongressCongress-
createcreate a high-levelhighlevelhlglHevel- council \>pnonn Arctic-
policy

ArcticArctic-
policypolicy ,, which he says should be-

located
bebe-

locatedlocated in the executiveexeclltive office of the-
president

thethe-

presidentpresidentpresident"A"."AAA successful overhaul of U S-

Arctic
SS-

ArcticArctic
.

policypohcy , " Young concludes ,.

""mustmust'must' alleviate the current frafragmenfragmen-menI-

IItlOII
men-men¬-fragmentationIIItlOIItation

. ,
of

..AA
federalfedem

.
Arctic acivitiesaclviues .. It-

must
ItIt-

mustmust strike key players as comprehen-
sive

comprehen-
sive

comprehen-comprehen--
sive rather than as subject to \the con-
trol

con-
trol

con-con--
trol of domestic or foreign-policyforeignpolicyforeign-pohcypohcy--- in-

terests
In-

terests
inIn-In¬-

terests .. It must take into accountaccopnt the-
legitimate

thethe-
legitimatelegitimate concerns of Arctic natives-
and

nativesnatives-
andand non-nativenonnative-- groups in Alaska-AlaskaAlaskaAnd,-. And-
new

AndAnd-
newnew arrangments must be takentaken-
seriously

taken-
seriouslyseriously byby powerful membersmember's' ofof-
Congress

of-
CongressCongress who follow Arctic issuesissues-

Alaskans
issues/issues,./"'

Alaskans needneeid to get in on the-

ground
thethe-

groundground floor of suchsitch policypolley planning ,,

Alaskans are on the front lines ofof-

whatever
of-

whateverwhatever such policypolicrpolicrwillpolicywillwill be ; to fall-
back

fallfall-
backback on the traditionalIradltional Alaskan-
response

AlaskanAlaskan-
responseresponse --- ""WeWe don'tdont' ,?giveive a damn-
what's

damndamn-
what'swhat'swhats' going on outside . ' --- is to be-

forever
bebe-

fotllverforeverfotllver relegated to a purelypurllly reactive-
role

reactivereactive-
roleeXistingbodiesrole .. We need to support the existing
bodies devoted to Arctic policypolicyandandand-

research
and-

researchresearch , and should echo MrMtMr-
Young's

Mt-
Young'sYoung'sYoungs' call for more such efforts-

The
effortsefforts-

The
efforts-

TheThe message that the Arctic is grow-
ing

grow-
mg

growgrow-¬-
ingmg increasingIncreasinglyI>, less isolated ,, and-
much

andand-
muchmuch

_ . _ _!
more
_ f ._

subject
. . Ji _

, _ .
to the

. . _
desires

..11 . 1 _

and-
needs

andand-
needs . . .needs of powerful interests ,, though not-
entirely

notnot-
entirelyentirely new , is one we will be dl'idlidiscussdiscuss-
ing

discuss-discuss'Ub-
Smg

UbS-UbS¬-

ingmg for some time to come
.. .-- ---- - - -


