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Games test strengthstrenlIth,* endurance
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The

BAUMAN-

TheThe 17th anrtualannual World EskiEski-Esk-
imoIndian

Esk-
imoIndian

¬-

mo-IndianmoIndian- Olympics July 27-2727-

29
27-

29
27-

29
-

29 attracted some of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

top
Alaska's-

top

'

top Native athletes and dancers ,

following a tradition of northnorth-north-

ern
north-

ern
¬-

ern entertainment that datesdates-

back
dates-

backback centuries .

From tests of strength andand-

endur
and-

enduranceenduranceendur n e in the ear-weightearweighteareightear-ear- eight andand-

knucklehop
and-

knucklehopknuckle-hopknucklehopknucklehopcontests- contests to thethe-

songs

the-

songssongs and dances of NativeNative-

Alaska
Native-

AlaskaAlaska , village people competedcompeted-

toto the cheers of an enthusiasticenthusiastic-

crowd
enthusiastic-

crowdcrowd
crowdSomehow

Somehow it was too hot

- '
for comfort during the gamesgames-

atat the University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

Patty
Alaska's-

Patty

'

Patty Gymnasium ,. but somehowsomehow-

too
somehow-

tootoo the contestants managed totto-

ignoreignore the heat and keep smiling .

Young women in heavy traditradi-tradi-

tional
tradi-

tional
¬-

tional fur parkas , competing forfor-

the
for-

thethe title of Miss World Eskimo-EskimoEskimo-

Indian
Eskimo-

Indian
Eskimo-

Indian
-

Indian Olympics01ympics , beamed at thethe-

crowds
the-

crowdscrowds , though beads ofofsweatsweatsweat-

ran

sweat-

ranran occasionally down theirtheir-

brows
their-

browsbrows .

The temperatures in the gymggym-gymgym-

nasium

m-mm-

nasium

¬-

nasium is a matter of frequentfrequentsfrequents-
discussion

I'I-

discussiondiscussion , in fact , at the num-1num1numnum-

erous
-. '

erous meetings held to coordicoordi-coordi-

nate
coordi-

nate
¬-

nate the annual games . With
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FLYING HIGH-TheHIGHThe- fur ball isi. flying high in thisthil photograph , was" it recaiveireceivesreceives-
a

-

a powerful kick from Charles Komeak of Tuktoyuktuk in the NorthwestNorthwest-
Territories

Northwest-
TerritoriesTerritories on the Beaufort Sea , Canada . Komeak broke the world recordrecord-

this
record-

thisthis year , which coincidentally he set last yearyar . ThisThi year'syearsyear '. record was- .7was-7was .77}. feet ,
five and one-quarteronequarterone.quarteronequarter-. inches . Last year'syears' record was 7 feet , two and one-halfonehalfonehalfI-

Oches
one-halfonehalfonehalfi-

nches
--

inchesIOches . Komeak also won the Howard Rock Memorial Trophy and the WorldWorld-

EskimoIndian
World-

EskimoIndianEskimo-IndianEskimoIndian- Olympics sportsmanship medal last year . There are manymany-

stories
many-

storiesstories as to how the two-foot-kicktwofootkicktwo-foot.kicktwofoot.kickfoot.kickfootkick- -. originated , but the one we like was told toto-

us
to-

usus by John HeffleHettie . Many years ago when the hunters would be out , and wantwant-want-

ing

¬.-

ing109 to pass the long winter hours in the hunting igloos or kashims , and at thethe-

same
the-

samesame time stay in good physical shape , the two-foot-kicktwofootkicktwo.foot-kicktwo.footkicktwo.foottwofoot-. -- was invented .
A Lens Unlimited Photo by Stu Rothman

-=

no air conditioning in the gymgym-gym-

nasium
gym-

nasium
¬-

nasium , hand fashioned fansfans-

made
fans-

mademade ' the Olympics programsprograms-

often
programs-

oftenoften offer theth only relief fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe heat..

The athletes ' events andand-

dances
and-

dancesdances evolved out of the vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages of Alaska , where foror cen-cencen-
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cen-

Continued

cen-
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--

(Continued on Page 27)27)
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-taitai- talnmenttainmetyon
'
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on
o- n', <?n.ini.flongtong; long-summetidayslongsummetidays' :

-'summersummer' sunune: ..,'daysdaysJays'.( _.

andand'wintetandwintetwinterwintet nights1ghtS.I1ghtSI. %.;
-

iriqugh'competitioniriqughcompetitionThough"competitionThoughcompetitionTho kh'""' ompetiHon between-betweenbetween-
villages

betwebetween-
villages

n -'

'vi11agvi11ag
'
villagessi?.i,,

has|) existedexitedexistedor$ ,"

'

/ororJor/,for .yearsyears., years ,
itwlsh't1unti1itwlsht1unti1it ,,;:wasil; 'tt' ;yuntil,, : 19611961that-thatthat"-

thethe-
gam

the-
gamesgamesgamgamsgamess 'werewere'ww'vvereorganized'orivvereorganizedori' '

:;'oo'o'ganiz'organize'd'on'aorganizedona'ganizganiz' 'd '- ono-n' 'a stateststate-statestate-
wldejFbasis

te ¬
-'

widewwldejFbasisde J[.., b'asisbasis'
is' witlrthWit1thwith °.!the promptingpromptmgpromptmg-

of
prompting-

ofof Frank,FrankFrankWhaley;; WhaleyfandWhaley, ;andand Bud Hag-HagHag-

beig
-.

bergberirbeigHagberg*': ., of
,

WieriAAirways'WieiiAirways'Wien/'WienWien'WieiiWieii'WienAirWa' '
/-AirwaysAirways- :

, AirWa s (nownow-
Wien

now-
WienWien AjrAit ' Alaska) ,;;' ,who fearedfeared-
the

feared-
thethe Native1Native", gamesgrrie ' might be forfor-for-
gotten

for-
gotten

¬-

gotten ' Jith.theJiththewithwith-thewiththe.thethe.- ,, 'rapidrapidzapid': influx ofof-

nonN
of-

nonNatv"enon-NativenonNativenon-Natv"eNatv"eNatvenon-NnonN- <#v
" ,' culturesculture'scutt ie \

'

.

ThatTThatt ' first"ustust(" yearyear ' of the EskiEski-¬.-

mo Games in Fairbanks
,

, compecompe-¬.-competitorstitors camecatncame from Barrow , Unala-UnalaUnala-
r

Unala-
1

Unal -.-
I

r1 Meetktetkleetkt et , TananaTanan , Fort YukonYuknYuk n and '

Noorvik . '

TheT e event grew to become aa-

major
a-

majormajor ', community celebration ,

FaIrbanksChamberpromoted by the Fairbanks
Chamber of Commerce . Then ,,
in 1969 , the '

Tundra Times ,
the statewide Nativeative press , tooktook-
o'er

took-
overovero\'ero'erer\' sponsorshipspons rsbjp and Native atat-atat-
tendance

at-
tendance

¬-
tendance and participation

-brokebrokeparticipationbroke-br6ker. ke previous recordsTecords .

The insignia for the WorldWorld-
EskimoIndi

World-
EskimoIndiantodayisEskimo-IndianEskimoIndianEskimo-IndiEskimoIndi- n Olympics today
is an Arctic polar bear on ice ,
with six interwoven ringsgs on

. -
his back , .representing.rePtesentingrePtesentingretesenting,'" the sixssixsix-
major f<'major Eskimo ,aridacidrid Indian'Indian' tribestribas
In.in.tribas.intribesin.AlaskaAlaska., ;: ,.

' :, Eskimo , Aleut ,.
TsimpshiansTsimlshiansTsim{shians ,. TlingltsTlingits Haidas'Haidas'Haidas-
and

,' Haidas-
andand Athabascansthabascahs , The rings areare-
lintC

are-
linkedlinkedlintCnewlyfeltd to demonstrate the newlybythisfelt brotherhood brought on by
this ' friendly competition !:

John Heffle Sr. is chairman ofof-

the
of-

thethe board forfQrfQrthe-thethe-- the Olympics ,
which was incorporated as aa-

nonprofit
a-

nonprofitnon-profitnonprofit- corporation onon Oct .
44,197641976, 1976 .

. Questions have arisen fromfrom-
time

from-
timetime to time on the future ofof-

the
of-

thethe Olympics'olympics' ; whether' they willwill-

continue
will-

continuecontinue to be held every year ,
and ififsoso , where ., Part of thethe-

question
the-

questionquestion is economics . UsingUsing-
monies

Using-
moniesmonies from tickets sales att thethe-
gam

the-
gamescQmmitteehasgamesgamgamess , the Olympics committeecQmmitteecommittee-
hashas also paid for housing andand-
meals

and-
mealsmeals for athletes and dancersdancers-
and

dancers-
andand other participants in the

.

Olympics . After allaU the bills-billsbills-

are

-'
are paid for use of the gymnasgymnas-gymnas-
ium

¬.-

ium ,, security guards , trophiestrophies-
and

trophies-
andand other miscellaneous expensexpens-expens-
es

¬-

es , the srriallsIJ1allsmall amount ofofmoneymoneymoney-
remaining

money-
remainingremaining goes toward advanceadvance-
work

advance-
workwork for next year'syears' gamesgames-

It's

games-

It'sIt'sIts' never much , so the Olym-OlymOlym-
pics

Olym-
pics

Olym-
pics

-

,, pics committee appealed to thethe-
legislature

the-
legislaturelegislature in 1978 for some supsup-sup-

port
sup-

port
¬-

port money .. No funds werewere-
allocated

were-
allocatedallocated ., The President'sPresidents' CounCoun-Coun-
cil

Coun-
cil

¬-

cil on Physical Fitness has forfor-
several

for-
severalseveral yearsyea s indicated it mightmight-
have

might-
havehave funds for the Olympics ,

if the committee could get peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple
¬-

ple to Washington D.CDC. . to prepre-prepre-

sent
pre-

sent
¬-

sent their case , but there hashas-

never
has-

nevernever been money available forfor-

the
for-

thethe trip .

So the question may boilboil-

down
boil-

downdown again , in 1979 , to the

tr

same old questionestion : how manymany-
people

many-
peoplepeople willwillIwilt] volunteer to workwork-
on

work-
onon the garjiesgaresgarhesgar es and, how muchmuch-
time

much-
timetime will theythe)! have to give ?

With rising costsc sts for transportranspor-transpor-
tation

transpor-
tation

¬-

tation , another question facingfacing-
the

facing-
thethe OlympicsOlympilsOlympias!: people is how toto-

attract
to-

attract
'

attract fund'sfundsfunfunss to pay the hugehuge-
transportation

huge-

transportationtransportation bills for participartici-partici-
pants

partici-
pants

¬-

pants andandoiptoo send representarepresenta-representa-
tives

representa-
tives

¬-

tives to the NorthernNorthern Games inin-

Canada
in-

Canada II-

Though

i-

Though
Canada .

Though Canadiansanadians in pastpast-
years

past-
yearsyears have hosted AlaskaAla.kaAlaka!. NativeNative-
athletes

Native-
athletesathletes and dancers at thethe-

Northern
the-

NorthernNorthern Games , no funding hashas-

ever
has-

everever been available to reciprorecipro-recipro-
cate

recipro-
cate

-¬-

cate . The number of CanadiansCanadians-
participating

Canadians-
participatingparticipating in the 1978 gamesgames-
was

games-
waswas down from the previousprevious-
year

previous-
yearyear and any Alaskans participartici-partici-
pating

partici-
pating

¬-

pating in the Northern GamesGames-
woul

Games-
wouldwouldwoul have to pay their ownown-
way

own-
wayway this year..


