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Land Use Plan
Under Attack

Sen. Willie Hensley and Rep.
Frank Ferguson, both of Kotze-
bue, have taken serious objec-
tion to the exclusion of Native
representation on the joint state/
Federal land use planning pro-
gram for 200 million acres of
Arctic Alaska recently announ-
ced by Gov. Egan. :

Rep. Ferguson and Sen Hen-
sley teel that the 200 million
acre study of land resources and
their potential uses should pro-
vide for direct input by members
of the Arctic Slope Native Asso-
ciation ‘and the Northwest Ala-
ska Native Association. -

These organizations presently
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claim approximately 100 million
acres on behalf of the Eskimo
people in the Arctic and would
be the largest private land hol-
ders in the proposed study area
following enactment of the na-
tive claims bill.

The two Kotzebue legislators
have sought information about
the proposed study since Sep-
tember but were provided only

" a meager and meaningless res-

ponses. !

Commissioner Chuck Herbert
of “the Department of Natural
Resources did indigate that “the
study team recognizes the fact
that -t is simply. rediculous to
make meaningful studies with-
out having participation from
the people who live in ' ‘the
area..,” |

Sen. Hensley and Rep. Fer-
guson urge the Governor - to
seriously consider the recom-
mendation of Commissioner Her-
bert and allow the Eskimo peo-
ple to directly participate in the
planning that will affect the use
and occupation of land they
have utilized and owned for
centures.



