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NCAINeAl Does Not Represent All-AllAII-AIIAII-
Membership

All-
Membership

All-
Membership

-
Membership Based on RecognizedRec9gnized Groups

By MADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-
Staff

SHULMAN-
Staff

,
StaffWriterStaffWriter-

Throughout

Staff WriterWriter-

ThroughoutThroughout its 29 years ofof-
operatioh

of-
operationoperationoperatioh , the National CongressCongress-
onon Americanetican Indians , the councoun-¬-

try'strys' oldest and largest IndianIndian-
group

Indian-
groupgroup , has represented manymany-
of

many-
ofof the country'scountrys' native people .

It has never been able to reprerepre-repre-
sent

¬.-
sent all of them . -

It'sIts' membership , basedbas d orionod

recognized groups , excludes InIn-InIn-
dians

In-
dians

¬-

dians who are not organizedorganized-
into

organized-
intointo tribes , recognizedrecognizedassociaassociaassocia-associa-
tions

¬.-
tions or villages.

The pbwerfulpowerfulp werful Navajo people ,
numbering over 100,000100000, havehave-
refused

have-
refusedrefused to join an organizationorganization-
where

organization-
wherewhere their ' representationrepresentation-
would

representation-
wouldwould not match their populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

¬-

tion . TheirTheir'tribalTheirtribal'tribaltribal' and life strucstruc-struc-
ture

struc-
ture

¬-

ture does not match the NCAINeAlNeAl-
mold

NCAI-
moldmold . I

, Membership is expensive .
)

SmallerSmaller Indian tribes and groupsgroups-
do

groups-
do.dodo._ not always have the moneymoney-
to

money-
toto join . This has been true forfor-
many

for-
manymany AlaskanAlaskahAlaskanvillagesvillages.

ASNA executive . . directordirector-
Charles

director-
CharlesCharles Edwardson , Jr. paid
$150150$ in back dues for hishisvvillagellagevillage-
iii

llage-
iriiniriiii order to votevote at last week'sweeksweek's-
NCAI

week's-
NCAI

'

NCAI convention at Reno :. NextNext-
year

Next-
yearyear , all 200 Alaskan villages areare-
eligible

are-
eligibleeligible .

This ' will give the Alaska deledele-dele-
gation

dele-
gation

¬-

gation over-overover2,000-, 2,0002000, chapter votesvotesvotes-
but

'

but
,
it will also m,meanrneanan a great dealdeal-

Continued

deal-
Continued( ContinuedCont'lnuedContlnuedContinued' on page 6)66)-
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of money . Convention duesdues-
alone

dues-
alonealone this year were $2020$ per
delegateperdelegate.

"PyramidPyramid" Lake : A Symbol ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Water ' Rights " was thethe-
theme

the-
themetheme of the 'conventionconvention' . ItIt-
came

It-
camecame in a far behindbehindsecondsecondsecond-
compared

second-
comparedcompared to the power strugglestruggle-
within

struggle-
withinwithin .

Wracked by politics , byby-
young

by-
youngyoungclaimingtheIndian groups claiming
the organization fundamentallyfundamentally-
excludes

fundamentally-
excludesexcludes the urban and the poor,
thestruggledfromNCAINCAIconventionconvention struggled
from the 14th through the 20th20th-
of

20th-
ofcompromiseof November toward a comprocompro-compro-
mise

-¬-

mise between urban and reserreser-reser-
vation

¬.-
vation groupsgrQUps .

It heads into the next yearyear-
with

year-
withwith a new young president , anan-
activist

an-
activistactivist of the newneN generation ,.

Leon F . CookC k , aa-'32a-32'' 32 year oldold-
Red

old-
RedRed Lake Chippewa from Minne-MinneMione-MioneMinne-
polis

Mione-
polis

Minne-
polis

-
polisresignedfrom, who recently resigned

'from the .BureauBureau.
' of IndianIndian-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs , won the NCAI presipresi-¬-
dencydency\presidencydencyby!\, by a huge majority ofof-
votes

of-
votesvotes . <', His predescessor , EarlEarl-
Old

Earl-
OldOld Person , a Blackfoot , trailedtrailed-
far

trailed-
farfar behind .

Cook is considered an activist .
A few years ago '

a man under SO50 ,
from a city , would not havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen considered for the post .
Differences overoyerovei, policy causedcaus-
edI

caused-
himhimIm to resign as deputy directordirector-
of

director-
ofof economiceconpmicecorpmic development of

.
thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA"theintent. ,. He toldtoldreportersreportersreporters-reportersreporters"the,.- "thethe"" thethe-
intentgovernmentisintent of the federal government
is to destroy the Indian .:"' ,

A graduategraduate'ofgraduateof'' of St . John'sJohns' Uni-UniUni-
.versity

UnUni-UniUni-
versity

-.
,
v rsity in Minnesota , he ,

workedworked-
in

worked-
inininsocialsocial work for several years . ,.

"HeHe'He""'HeHe' can'can', talk to ', the AIMAIM-
people

AIM-
peoplepeopleone"Alaskan,"

_

commented one-"Ala-one"AlaAla,onone-Ala-oneAlaoneAla-
skan

&-- ", Ala ¬-
skandelegate.11Thedelegate.1-1delegate.11delegate.1delegate11delegate ..'' .; -; "' :. .

The ' American '" IndianIndi3l1 MoveMove-Move-
ment

¬.-
ment (AIM ) an 'aggressiveaggressive' socialsocial-
action

social-
actionaction group . formedform d , in mid
1968 ; claims '

to ., represent some
140,000140000, mostly

,'
urban IndiansIndians-

through'its
Indians-

throughthroughthrough'itsthroughits' its nearly 30 offices in ,

urban areasareasareasand
'

andandonon reservations ,.

acrossacrosacross$ the country .
Allied with it on mostmost issues '

is the National Indian YouthYouth-
Council

Youth-
CouncilCouncilCouncil NIY((NIYC).

,
'

_

"TheThe" structure;str ctute of the NCANCAINCAtNCAI-
does

NCAt-
does

<

not '-permit
p-

ermit'-permit
p-

ermit''-permit
p-

ermit' 'thth'thethe' the ' voice ofof-
youth , the poor and urban foto bebe-
heard ,"'' '-commented

c-

ommented' commented Gerald WilWil-¬.-
, president of the NIYC in

. :

his address to thetheNCAINCAI convenconven-convenconven-
tion

¬.-
',

tion .
The youth challenged NCAINCAI-

leadership
NCAI-

leadershipleadership , mostly reservationreservation-
based

reservation-
basedbased , as unresponsibleunrespo1sible! ' andapdd stils'tilstil-stilstil-
ted

'

¬.-
ted . As evidence of theth restricrestricrestrictrestrict-
ted

¬.
ted base of the NCAI

. theythey-
pointed

they-
pointedpointedregistrationfeeout the S20$2020$ registration
fee leveled at the beginning ofof-
the

of-
thethe convention .

"TheThe"" average Indian isis'poorispoor'poorpoor', .

He can'tcant' afford that kind ofof-
money

of-
moneymoney ," said Russell Means, anan-
AIM

an-
AIMAIM leader from Cleveland .

The split between urban InIn-InIn-
dian

¬.-
dian and reservation , betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe Indian tiedUed to the land andand-
the

and-
thethe sojourner in the metropolis ,
threatened to tear apartapartI I' thethe-
NCAI

the-
NCAINCAI and may still do so despitedespite-
aa compromise resolutionrtsolution.

In ' many instances ;, tribes relarela-rela-
ted

¬.-
ted , urban ' and reservationreservation-
groups

reservation-
groupsgroups compete for federalfederal-
funds

federal-
fundsfunds .

'

Many tribes fearedreared that citycity-
ch

city-
chapterschaptersch pters of large ,: reservationreservationreservation-
'groups

reservationreservation-
groups'groupsgroups'groups could throwthro\ythroythrow\ ,. powerpower toto-
their

to-
theirtheir home , tribe , if giveniven NCAINCAI-
voting

NCAI-
votingvoting power . Members , alreadyalready-
registered

already-
registeredregistered on their reservation ,
would be counted twice ..

Throughout the convolutedconvoluted-
politics

convoluted-
politicspolitics of the NCAI conventionconvention-
the

convention-
thethe 40 , person Alaskan delega'delega'delega-'delega-
tion

'
¬.-

tion stayedstyed together ,, and actedacted-
asas '' a "swingswing" vote" on most majormajor-
questions

major-
questionsquestions

_

according 'toto', to AdamAdam-
John

Adam-
JohnJohn..

JohnJohn'wentJohnwent"-
went

w-ent'-wentw-ent"' to Reno with' thethe-
proxy

the-
proxyproxy .belongingbelonging. to regional vice '

president ByronByronMallottMallott . "

.,
Don Wright , President off thethe-

AlaskatheAlaska,'
Alaska 'FederationFederationFederation of Natives ,
was-waswaselected-,, electedelec ed new ' ., regional vicevice-
president

vice-
presidentpresident for Alaska.. The'The' AlaAla-Ala-
skans

¬.-
skans put up WillieWOOe ' Hensley astas II-

NCAI
rr-

NCAINCAI president and BrendaBre'1daBre1da' IttaItta-
as

'
.

as Congress secretary .
,

BothBoth'lostBothlostBohlost' lost ;.

,
For many Indians , NCAI

.
is$ aa-

dying
a-

dyingdying
'
organization/organizationorganization-organizationThe/..- The '

,
realreattealteal-

power

reat-

powerpower/powerpowertheypower /, '
they feel , isis'withiswith"-with1

w-

ith1'-with
w- ith"'' ' the ''.

National Tribal
t;, ChiefsChiefs-Chiefsa, '- a newnnew-

reservation
ww-

reservationreservation based organization ;;,

joined'in'
Meanwhile , Alaskans joinedjoined-

in'ininin the highly political NCAINCAI-
deliberations

NCAI-
deliberations as an organizedorganizeddelegationdelegation ,. .oneonepnepne'wit-

h

pnewit-
h

.

''with the power-powerpower-
of

;'-

villagesandof 50,00050000, members , 200 villages
'

'and a possible landland'settlementlandsettlementland'settlement-
that

settlementsettlement-
thatthat would makem'ake' them thethe-
richest

the-
richestrichest of the IndianIndiangrou

,
groupss .


