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DRAWING ON SEAL SKlN-RalphSKlNRalphSKIN-RalphSKIN- Kowchee of White Mountain ,

now of McGrath , executed a dramatic pen and ink drawing onon-

seal

on-

sealseal skin which he is sellingsell ng for $150150$ . The art piece is in thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times office in ChenaChena Building in Room 220 ,. 510 2nd2nd-

Ave
2nd-

AveAve . , FairbanksFairbanks . When the drawing is sold , Kowchee is donatingdonating-

aa percentage of the money tot'oto' the Tundra Times . The drawingdrawing-

was
drawing-

waswas posed, by our comic composer operator Susan Samson whowho-

presents
who-

presentspresentspresents an excellent picture of her eye through a hole in thet e sealseal-

skin

seal-

skinskin . See story on Page 77MADELVN7MADELYN. MADELYN-MADELVNMADELVN-MADELYN- SHULMAN Photograph
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RAPHRAJ-PHRAJPH-- * KOWCHEE-AhKOWCHEEAhKOWCHEE-AnAn- artist from the village of White MountainMquntain ,

RalphRal h Kowchee , is shown displaying his artistry at his home atat-

McGrath
at-

McGrathMcGrath .
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Ralph Kow9heeKowcheeKow hee , an EskiniqEskirrEskimoq,qartistartist fromfron1front McGrath , has com-comcom-
missioned

Ccam-camcam-
missioned

ffi-offio--;

missioned {;he Tundra Times to ,.

sell his most recent skin drawdraw-draw-
ingone

¬.-
ing-oneingoneing-QneQne-- which ' may illustrateillustrateillustrate-
aa new breakthrough in skin drawdraw-draw-
ings

¬.-
ings.. '

The picture is drawn on thetheIthe-
back

the-
back

I

back .ofof.ofa.ofofaa sealseat skin from annna-

nim
an-

animalanimalanimanimalanimalcaughtlast11caughtcaughtcaughtlastlast fallfall'atfallat' at GolovinGolovin-
Bay

Golovin-
BayBay , east of White Mountain .

It can be wiped '-with
w-ith'WithWith' a dampdampdamp-

cloth'for

,'

clothcloth'forclothfor'forfor' cleaning without damdani-danidam-dam-dani-
aging

dam-
aging

¬-
aging the drawing .

Obtaining skins is the mostmost-
difficult

most-
difficultdifficult part of theth drawingsdra\\jngsdrajngs\ ,

according to Mr. KowcheeKowchee , whowho-
has

who-
hashas sold about 100 pictures ,
ZO200 of them on skins .

'"SomeSome"" of my pictures are inin-

the
in-

thethe Washington , D.CDC. . area , CalifCalif-Calif-
ornia

¬.-
orniaomia ," he wrote the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes , "butbut" 90 per cent ofof-
them

of-
themthem are here in Alaska . BesidesBesides-
this

Besides-
thisthis picture , I have art workwork-
displayed

work-
displayeddisplayed at Nome-inNomein- a placeplace-
called

place-
calledcalled the Arctic Trading Post ,

new owner is Dennis Corring-CorringCorring-
ton

Corring-
ton

Corring-
ton

--

ton .:"'
The skin

,
drawjngdrawing illustratedillustrated-

inin this issue is for sale for
SI5150.00515000$ 50.005000150.0015000. and can be seen atat-

the
at-

thethe Tundra Times office in thethe-
Chena

the-
ChenaChena Building in Fairbanks .

It goes to the first bidder ,. withwith-
aa third of the price going toto-

the
to-

thethe TundraTunera Times as a donationdonation-
from

donation-
fromfrom the artist..

Ralph Kowchee is an artistartist-
who

artist-
whowho is very concerned With thethe-
situation

the-
situationsituation of those rural AlaskanAlaskan-
Eskimos

Alaskan-
EskimosEskimos who do art work . TheThe-
major

The-
majormajor problems , he says , areare-

art
are-

artart supplies and putting thethe-
fInished

the-
finishedfinished pictures on the market..

"II"" 1 would like to see a unionunion-
or

union.-

or.oror., or an organization formed ," hehe-

told
he-

toldtold the Times , "operatedoperated" byby-

Alaskan
by-

AlaskanAlaskan Natives ,. to act as adad-adad-

visors
ad-

visors
¬-

visors or even sell the picturespictures-
for

pictures-
forfor the natives . This issue maymay-
one

may-
oneone day be put out in thethe-

open
the-

openopen ,. but at the present time ,.

only a very few persons ( notnot-
necessariJy

not-
necessarilynecessarilynecessariJy natives) "knowknow" thethe-

business
the-

businessbusiness " . And believe me thisthis-
is

this-
isis a very touchy business , inin-

the
in-

thethe sense that everyone but thethe-

original
the-

originaloriginal artist is looking for aa-

profIt
a-

profitprofit .:"''"
Hopefully ,. other NativeNativlNative-

people
'

people with talent will be ableable-

to
able-

toto findfmd a way to(00( market theirtheir-
work

their-
workwork to a public which is nownow-
becoming

now-
becomingbecoming aware of its value .


