
TanacrossTamerossTanacross,
,

Decides to MoveMoveT-

he.
The village of Tanacross , 1I1111-

miles
1I

miles norJ10rfhnorthh of Tok on the Tan-TanTan-

ana
Tan-

ana
Tan-

ana
-

ana-ana- River , has decided to move .

Trapped by15y the Tanana RiverRiver-

washing
River-

washingwashing out the riverbank onon-

one
on-

oneone side of town and movingmoving-

into
moving-

intointo an oldoldriverriver channel onon-

the
on-

thethe other side of town , thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent village iss cut off fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe outside world during thosethose-

times
those-

timestimes when the river is impassimpass-impass-
able

impass-
able

-¬-

able .
Tanacross is separated fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe AlaskaAJaska Highway by the river .

The village council decided threethree-
months

three-
monthsmonths ago to move the 2727-

homes
27-

homeshomes of the village to a locationlocatlocation-
on

onon-

onon the highway side of the river .

The ., move will lead to severalsevera-

limportant
severa-

limportantimportant benefitsbenefit to the villagevillage-
residents

village-
residentsresidents .

First , moving the village willwill-

provide" provide better educational opop-opop-
portunities

op-

portunities
-¬-

portunities for villagevi1lage children ..
At present , the children of TanaTana-Tana-

cross
Tana-

cross
¬-

cross attend school at a formerformer-

BIA
former-

BIABIA school , now operated byby-

Continued

by-

Conti'lued

by-

Continued( ContinuedConti/'luedConti'luedlued/' on Page 6)6)



Tanacross.Enacross.EE'. nacross DecidesDeides to Relocate ,. . .
( ContinuedContinued fromfro Page 1)1lit))

thedie State , west of the village .

High school students mustmustC-

fOSS

must-

crosscrossCfOSS the river to meet the busbus-

which
bus-

whichwhich takes them to school inin-

Thk
in-

TbkTbkThkTbk-.-TbkDuring
During . the breakup andand-

freezeup
and-

freezeupfreezeup of the river , the chilchil-chil-

dien
chil-

dilen

¬-

drendiendilen cannot attend school.. Also ,

accidents with the boats whichwhich-

altaltaltcarrycarrycany village residents.residents. across thfetheth-
emr

the-

riverrarermrriver have resulted in nearnear-
tagedjes

near-
tragediestragediestagedjes .- VillagersVil1ager fear a boatboataccidentaccident-accidentaccident-
i

-
inJLi .;. the future might cost thethe-
Iilres

the-
likestiresIilreslikes of some of their childrenhildren .

With the village located onon-

the
on-

thetbethe South side of the river , all
o01.&' the villagevilJage children couldcould-
tipbittip. bussed to school in Tok..

Those residents ' of TanacrossTanacross-
who

Tanacross-
whowho hold jobs at the presentpresent-
time

presen-
ttinetimetine work in TokTalc... MovingMovin-
gtle

Moving-

tthetlet-t.tvillage*-. village will enable more resres-re-
sid

res-
idents

-¬-

identsntsid to work in Tok , andand-

prhaps
and-

ppprhapsprhapsp:chaps enable the village
'
tototo-

OI'Fn

to-

oWnopppnOI'FnOIFnoWn' al; gas station or otherother-
roadside

other-
roadsideroadside facilityfacil ty on the highway .

This would provide more jobsjobs-

f
jobs-

fcforffc the villagers , plostmost of whomwhom-
now

whom-
nownow liveJive off the land . TheyThey-
would

They-
wouldwould also have access to theJheJhe-

large
the-

largelarge airport located on the highhigh-high-
way

high-
way

¬-

way side of the river . . ,"
.

>, #.*W.:)Mast$"itit"sL of.theofthe6fthef.thefthe.., buildingsb ildings in Tana-1Tana1T3Oa-T3OaTana-T3O-
atmss'ari

Tana-
&c

-'

cr6s"are"incr6sareintmss'aritmssari&cc&il$ '"'ale{'"ininneedt'needtneed'need ofofrepairrepair oror-

rebuilding
or-

rebuildingrebuilding in the very near fufu-fufu-

ture
fu-

lure
¬-

_ turelure. A moveQ10ve at this time ,
vfflagersvillagers assume , will enable allaUaU-

of
all-

ofof: the work to be done atat-

ance
,- oncecoceance .

"'Moving'Moving' oving aa village is not somesome-some-

4

some-
thing

some-
thing

¬-

4- thing which can be done overover-over-
night

over-
night

¬-
night ," explained Bureau of InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Affairs Field AdministratorAdministrator-
Wally

Administrator-
WallyWally Craig , who will traveltravel-
t(1

travelt-

tlotott(1t1ttlo(. TanacrossT-anacrossTanacross- later this monthmont-
hto

month-
trdiscussbrto"trdiscussdiscuss the movemoremove with thethe-
YifJage

the-
villagevfflageYifJagevillage cpuncilcouncilc Unc) l..

There7here*" are many factorsfactors-

which
factors-

whichwhich: have to be considered ,"
Hehlc said . "LandLand" , water , sewage ,

education , transportation (bothbot-
ha

both-
airaitaair and land ) ,. housing , economiceconomic-
oppor

economic-
opportunitiesopporopportunitiesnities ,. and power areare-
all

rere-

allatfall "' considerations which mustmus-
tb

must-
bebeb..plannedplanned.. planned for ,"

Mr. Craig expected to useuse-

die
use-

tb'eexperiencettte-tttedie-diettteexperiencedieexperienctb'e-experiencetb'etbeexperience' - experienceexperienc the BureauBur u andand-
other

and-
.other.otherother., agencies had gained inin-

M.into
in-

MintoMuttoM.intoMinto. to plan the Tanacross

I.

move-move. -

moveSomeSome time earlytarIy in 1971 ,

the village willwilJ probably inviteinvite-
repr

invite-
representativesrepresentativesrepr sentatives of the many fedfed-fedfed-

eral
fed-

eral
¬-

eral and state agencies whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould be involved in their movemove-
to

move-
toto Tanacross-toTanacrosstoT3Oacross-toT3Oacross-- discuss the plansplans-
necessary

plans-
necessarynecessary to make the movemove-
aa reality . "

To start , the villagevilJage will prob-probprotprob-
ably

prob-
ably

>-:--'
ably apply to the Alaska StateState-
Housing

State-
HousingHousing Authority (ASHA) andand-
the

and-
thethe BIA for housing funds .

The land the village expectsexpects-
toto move. to is presently claimedclaimed-
by

claimed-
byby thetheSjtate-SjtateSjtate.statestate-_. tat ,. but has beenbeen-
under

been-
underunder dispute by the villagevillage-
for

village-
forfor manyJ1any] years . The villagevillage-
council

village-
councilcouncil ofofTanacrossTanacross has receivedrecreceived-
assurance

ivedived-

assuranceassurance from the State thatthat-
the

that-
thethe land would either be turnedturned-
over

turned-
overover to the village or returnedreturned-
toto the Bureau of Land ManageManage-Manage-
ment

Manage-
ment

¬-

ment for Tanacross to registerregister-
asas a townsite .

Other agencies have alreadyalready-
been

already-
beenbeen consulted for their aidaid-

in
aid-

inin the village move .

Four active cases of tubercutubercu-tubercu-
losis

tubercu-
losis

¬-
losis among the 135 to 140140-

residents
140-

residentsresidents of the vfllagevillage are saidsaid-
to

said-
tohavetotohavehave resulted from the crowdcrowd-crowd-
ed

crowd.-

led

¬-
.ledconditionsed conditions and inadequateinadequateeage'- sewage

s- ewage.-

led-
.-

led
'". wageeage-

facilities.. '
The Public Health ServiceService-

isis considering funding a jointjoint-
water

joint-
waterwater and sewagewage project forfor-
the

for-
thethe new village. The plannedplanredplanred-
location

planned-

location
)

location Torfor the new village ofof-

Tanacross
of-

TanacrossTanacross includesincludessomesome old sewsew-sew-

age
¬.-

age lines , which might be rere-rere-

opened
re-

opened
¬-

opened if they arere usableusablt .
If the village moves , the StateState-

Operated
State-

OperatedOperated Schoolchool willWill be closeddosed .

Mr. Craig , who still retains title1itle1itle-

to
title-

toto the school building for thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA , plans to turnurn thtthe. titletitle-
for

title-
forfor the old building over toto-

the
to-

thethe village of TanacrossTanacroS'Tanacross,' $ . ItIt-

would
It-

wouldwould be available then , forfOffOf-

use
for-

useuse as a hunting lodge orOt otherother-
facility

other-
facilityfacility .

'ThisThis"This'" is an opportunity toto-

show
to-

showshow how state and federal agenagen-agen-
cies

¬.-
cies can work with aa communitycomtnunitycomtnunityi-
rt

community-
ininirt helping thme to accomplishaccomplish-
their

accomplish-
theirtheir aims ," said Mr . Craig . "WeWe'We'We-
hope

"We-
hope

"'
hope it can be accomplishedaccomplished-
with

accomplished-
withwith more cooperation and moremore-
positively

more-
positivelypositively than it was in Minto .."


