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a drug

gram that will eventually mclude
30 centers and an annual expen-
diture of $10 million.

The VA

said .

1973 and decline thereafter.

VA is working with the De-
partment of Defense in coordin-
ating treatment programs for
servicement before they are dis-

that five drug treatment centers
will be opened in January of
1971, with a target- goal of 30
centers by 1973. Centers plan-
ned for the coming year are in
Washington,D.C.; Houston, Tex.;
Battle Creek, Mich.; Sepulveda,
Calif.; and New York City.

* In making the announcement,
VA said it had reason to believe
that drug addiction among vet-
erans will reach its peak in

VA said that between 75 and
80 per cent of those treated
at the centers are expected to be
cured of addiction.

VA said that in 1970 VA
doctors treated 1,000 narcotics
addicts seeking help and an ad-
ditional 900 involved with lesser
drugs.

VA estimated that the num-
ber seeking treatrhent more than
doubled in the past 12 months.



