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The Veterans AdministrationAdministration-

launched
Administration-

launchedlaunched a drug treatment propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram that will eventually include1include ',

30 centers and an annual expenexpen-expen'-
diture

expen-
diture

-¬-
diture'diture' of S10$1010$ 1 0 million .

The VA announcement said (,<
that five drug treatment centerscenters-
will

centers-
willwill be opened in January of
19711911 , with a, target-targettargetgoaltarget-goaltargetgoal-. goal of 3030-

centers
30-

centerscenters by 1973 . Centers 'plan-'planplan'plan-
ned

'planplan-
ned

-¬

ned for the coming year are inin-

WashingtQnD.C
in-

WashingtpnD.CHoustonTexWashingtpn.D.CWashingtpnD.CWashingtpnDCWashingtQnD.CWashingtQnDCWashingtpnD.CHoustonTexWashingtpnDCHoustonTexWashingtpnD.CHoustonTexBattle., . . ;: Houston ,. Tex .;
Battle Creek , Mich . ; Sepulveda ,.
CalifCalifandCalif'and. ; -andand-' New.YoNewYoNewYorkNews ., York,k City ,.,,

. '. In makingmalcing the announcement ,.
VA said it hadhadreasonreason to believebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat drug addiction among vetvet-vetvet-
erans

¬-
eranse'rans' will reach its peak

,
in

, )

1973 andand decline thereafter ,.
VAVAs)is workingworIUngworkingwith"

with the DeDeDe-De-
partment

.¬-
partmentpartment of Defense in coordincoordin-coordin-
ating

coordin-
ating -¬-
ating treatment programs forfor-
servicem'ent

for-
servicem'entservicem'entservicement'' beforebeforethey,_ they areare- 'dis-are- 'disar- edisare'dis- charged'disdisdis-' dis-
charged

-¬-
charged . .,

VA said that between 757S and
SO80 per cent of those treatedtreated-
atat the centers are expected to bebe-
cured

be-
curedcured of addiction .

VA said that in 1970 ., VAVA-

doctors
VA-

doctorsdoctors treated 1,0001000, narcoticsnarcotics-
addicts

narcotics-
addictsaddicts seeking help and an adad-adad-
ditional

ad-
ditional

-¬-
ditional 900 involved with lesserlesser-
drugs

lesser-
drugsdrugs..

VA estimated that the numnum-num-
ber

num-
ber

-¬-
ber seeking trea'tment.moretreatment.moretreatmentmoretrea'trtaentmoretreatrtaentmoretreatrilent'

.more thanthan-
doubled.in

than-
doubledindoubled.indoubledindoubled-indoubledin.-. the past 122 monthsmonthLmonths-.-

r;


