
-- - - .-
'

AFNAF
ii

'

'

,
:DEBATESI'BIJE'SIBIJESD"LEBDLEBDEBATESaDEBATESOUOT

"

,

\
,

,

'

'

'

S \ IANDLA'NOLANO
'

a

"
'

'
"

QUOTASIIUITASOUOT'

,
Group,, Tackles Thorny-
Land

ThornyThorny-
LandLand DistributionDistribution-
Problem

Distribution-
ProblemProblem EyingLying UnityUnityB-

yBy MADELYtfMADELYN'SHULMANMADELYNSHULMAN
MADELYN'SHULMANStaffMADELYNSHULMANStaff' SHULMANSHULMAN-

StaffStaff WriterWrite-
rThe

Write-
rThe

Write-
rTheThe thorny issue of landlandclaimsclaims and distribution willwill-

probabl
will-

probablyprobablyprobabl keepkeepthethe AFN BoardBoardofof DirectorsDire tors in sessionsession-

most
session-

mostmost of0of
,

this week , tilltillaa proposalproposalemergesemerges whichwhichwillwillwill-

bring
will-

bringbringbringthethe ArcticArttic Slope Native Association back into thethe-

oo anizatjon; .-
Hopefully , the AFN BoardBoard-

will
Board-

willwill be able to present a unitedunited-
Native

united-
NativeNative front when it meets withwith-
State

with-
StateState officials in Juneau at thethe-

end
the-

endend of this week .

The Board met last weekendweekend-
inin Anchorage ,. continuing its sesses-ses-

sions
ses-

sions
-¬-

sions for two days . At the endend-

of
end-

ofof the weekend , despite the factfact-

that
fact-

thatthat many Board members hadhad-
to

had-
toto return to their homes , thethe-

rest
the-

restrest expected to continue meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-
ing this week with ASNA reprep-repr-

esentatives
rep-

resentatives
-¬-

resentatives tilltiJI an agreementagreement-
isis reached .

Discussion on Sunday centercenter-center-
ed

center-
ed

¬-

ed around an ASNA outline ofof-
a

of-
aa proposed House of RepresenRepresen-Represen-
tatives

Represen-
tatives

¬-

tatives billbiU to settle Native landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims .

ASNA president JosephJoseph-
Upicksoun

Joseph-
UpicksounUpjcksounUpicksoun presented his group'sgroupsgroup's-
proposal

group's-
proposal

'

proposal at the board meetingmeeting-

inin Anchorage . The proposalproposal-
divides

proposal-
dividesdivides Alaska'sAlaskasAJaska'sAJaskas' Native groupsgroups-
into

groups-
intointo seven Regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-
,

tions , approximating the dividivi-divi-

sions
divi-

sions
-¬-

sions made in the Federal FieldFField-

Commission
eldeld-

CommissionCommission report ,. -.

Each corporation is allocated

a percentage ofofwhateverwhatever landland-
and

land-
andand money is awarded by ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress
¬-

gress , basedbtsed: on the land it willwiHwiH-

surrender
will-

surrendersurrender claim to .

According to the initial ASNAASNA-
proposa

ASNA-
proposalproposalproposa] , the Arctic Slope ,.

Southwest , and Southern CoastCoast-Coast-
al

Coast-
al

¬-

al
.
regions each obtain 15) 5 perper-

cent
per-

centcent of the total yield . TheThe-
Northwest

The-
NorthwestNorthwest and Southeast eacheach-

draw
each-

drawdraw 10 per centc-entcent- , the Aleutians
5 per cent and the CentralCentral-

region
Central-

regionregion 30 per cent .

The proposal provides for a
50 per cent sharing concept ,

with half the revenue from eacheach-
area

each-
areaarea divided among the otherother-
six

other-
sixsix .

Many AFN Board membersmembers-
objected

members-
objectedobjected strenuously to theLheLh-
eASNA

the-

ASNAASNA proposal , which basesbases-
division

,
division ofofanyany land claimsca] ms settlesette-settesettle-sette-
ment

settle-
ment

] ¬-

ment on land owned or occupiedo<:cupjed ,

ratherrtther: than on population , asas-

in
as-

inin the AFN proposalpropo l .

"WeWe" have mademade-
a

y- "Wey- We\ on our part
a decision ," UpicksoUn told thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN Board members in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-

age , "ThisThis" is a land claims settlesette-settesettle-sette-
ment

settle-

ment
] ¬-

ment . As AlAt KetzlerKetzler said latelylately-
inin Fairbanks , This'This'' is a realreal-

estate
real-

estateestate transaction . ' ".,
The ASNA proposal arguedarguargued-

that
dd-

thatthat the House of RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-
tives

Representa-
tives

-¬-
tives refused to act on the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement passed by thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate because they felt it waswas-

unworkable
was-

unworkableunworkable .

In] 1'111' a preliminaryprel 11inary analysis dede-dede-

veloped
de-

veloped
¬-

veloped by Keith J . AndersonAnderson-

and
Anderson-

andand Associate , the Seattle basedbased-
Continued

based-
Continued

based-
Continued( Continued on PagPgePage., * 6)6)
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law firmfinn representing the ASNA ,

the Slope groupgro p argued Bill
3"1'83031830$"T830' 30 was unacceptable to thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse SubcoimitteeSubconnitteeSubcoIn1 ttee .

Therhe Senate bill was attackedattacked-
asas cumbersome , lengthy , withwith-
mechanics

with-
mechanicsmechanics which would be unun-unun-

workable
un-

workable
¬-

workable in practice . MembersMembers-
ofof the House subcommittee onon-

the
on-

thethe Interior , including chairmanchainnanchainnan-
Wayne

chairman-
WayneWayne AspinallAspinaHAspinaHofof Colorado ,

were said to want a simpler ,

more direct claims bill .

The Arctic Slope Native AsAs-AsAs-
sociation

As-

sociation
-¬-

sociation claims use and occuoccu-occu-
pancy

occu-
pancy

¬-

pancy for the 4,0004000, EskimosEskjrnosEskjrnos-

north
Eskimos-

northnorth of the Brooks Range of
55 millionmilliort acres of land . ThisThis-

includes
This-

includesincludes , f ourse ,. land whichwhich-
isis potentiallypotenhJly oil rich , eagerlyeagerly-
sought

eagerly-
soughtsought by oil companies in thethe-

lower
the-

lowerlower 48 .

"HouseHouse" members don'tdont' wantwant-
aa settlement of claims whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill be subject to jurisdictionaljurisdictional-
disputes

jurisdictional-
disputesdisputes among Native groups ,"

commented AFN president DonDon-
Wright

Don-
WrightWright . "WeWe" should be wisewise-

enough
wise-

enoughenough to realize there. will bebe-

plenty
be-

plentyplenty for everybody . "
Many Board members stressstress-stress-

ed
stress-

ed
-¬-

ed the value of the land to theirtheir-
people

their-
peoplepeople , many of whomwl om derivederive-
their

derive-
theirtheir subsistence from the lan'dlandland-
they

land-
they

'
they claim .

"WeWe"" have to realize that ifif-

there
if-

therethere is a depression , manymany-
people

many-
peoplepeople will return to live off thethe-
land

the-
landland .

"WhatWhat":What you need is unityunity-
now

unity-
nownownow . Your population is goinggoing-
to

going-
toto explode . We need our reserreser-reser-
vations

¬.-
vations and we need the rightright-

to
right-

toto run our own reservations .."
One possible compromise waswas-

suggested
was-

suggestedsuggested to mend the split bebe-bebe-

tween
¬.-

tweenween those groups with largelarge-
amounts

large-
amountsamounts ofoflandland and those whosewhose-
land

whose-
landland has already been lostJost toto-

government
to-

governmentgovernment and other developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-

ment
-¬-

ment . The compromise wouldwould-
divide

would-
dividedivide the State at the Alaska .,

Range , asking for most of thethe-

acreage
the-

acreageacreage awarded aboveab ve thethe-
Range

the-
RangeRange , where more landlaiad is prespres-pres-
ently

pres-
ently

-¬-
ently under Native dominion .

The argument for this comcom-com-

promise
com-

promise
¬-

promise , which was explainedexplained-
byby AFN attorney Clifford Groh ,

was the Native groups from thethe-

Southeast
the-

SoutheastSoutheast and Southcentral partpart-

of
part-

ofof Alaska would be able toto-

obtain
to-

obtainobtain littlettlel land in these poppop-pop-
ulated

pop-
ulated

-¬-

ulated areas .

However , others argued , landland-
obtained

land-
obtainedobtained south of the AlaskaAlaska-
Range

Alaska-
RangeRange is valuable residential andand-

commercial
and-

commercialcommercial property , land thatthat-
will

that-
willwill increase in value as AlaskaAIlskaAIlska-
develops

Alaska-
develops

;
develops . Its certain monetarymonetary-
value

monetary-
valuevalue was compared to the ArcticArctic-
Slope

.

Slope lands which , except forfor-

mineral
for-

mineralmineral production , are barrenbarren-
and

barren-
andand worth little on the commercommer-commer-
cial

commer-
cial

¬-

cial realre l estate market ,. thoughthoug-
hof

though-

ofof-ofofinestimable- inestimable value to thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of the Slope .

David Hickok , co-authorcoauthor-- ofof-

the
of-

thethe extensive Federal Field ComCom-Com-
mission.Report

Com-

mission
¬-

missionmission.ReportmissionReport'., Report , "AlaskaAlaska" NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand the Land "" was invited toto-

the
to-

thethe Board meeting by StateState-
Senator

State-
SenatorSenatorSenator Willie Hensley to explainexplain-
how

explain-
howhow his Commission divided thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative peoples into five regionalregional-
groups

regional-
groupsgroups .

Hickok explained the patternspatterns-
ofof use and occupancy whichwhich-

his
which-

hishis group studied in their analysisanalysis-
ofof the Alaskan lands .

"UseUse" and occupancy variesvaries-
in

varies-
inin time ," he explained . "ForFor"For-
example

"For-
example

"
example , the Tlingit use of landland-
hasn't

land-
hasn'thasn'thasnt' changed since the earlyearly-
1800's

early-
1800's1800's800s1800's1800s' . They use the sea . OtherOther-
groups

Other-
groupsgroups have migrated at variousvarious-
times

various-
timestimes to follow the game ."

He explained thattha t arelativelyarelativelya relatively-
small

relatively-
smallsmall acreage of land , if chosenchosen-
carefuUy

chosen-
carefullycarefullycarefuUy with first preference ,

could give the Native groupsgroups-
control

groups-
controlcontrol of the economic developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-

ment of thier areas , especiallyespecially-
inin the Arctic Slope .

For example , he said , landland-
chosen

land-
chosenchosen to include access routesroutes-
and

routes-
andand areas of proven mineralmineral-
wealth

mineral-
wealthwealth ,, seaports and other strastra-stra-

tegic
stra-

tegic
¬-

tegic areas would give the EskiEski-Eski-
mos

Eski-
mos

¬-

mos effective control of thethe-

area
the-

areaarea .

Whether the AFN can reachreach-

an
reach-

anan agreement with the militantmilitant-

ASNA
militant-

ASNAASNA is a question which maymay-
not

may-
notnot be resolved for several days '

.

'WeWe"We"' realize each of youyou hashas-

pride
has-

pridepride. in his own land ," ASNAASNA-

head
ASNA-

headhead Joe Upjcksoun1JpicksounUpicksoun, told thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup . "ByBy" an accident ofof-

nature
of-

naturenature , right now the eyes ofof-

the
of-

thethe NationNaHon and the WorldWorldareareare-

centered
are-

centeredcentered on the North Slope . ...
"WithoutWithout" intending to bebe-bebe-

little
be-

little
¬-

little your lands , the real reasonreason-

for
,

for the entire settlement is thethe-

oil
the-

oiloil ., which by accident is on ourOUTOU-

Tland

our-
landland , not yours ..""


