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THE WEB OF CIRCUMSTANCE ..

(Continued from page 1) |
that would have initiated the Alaska native housing
program. The moment the gist of the messoge sunk in,
there were oudible groons followed o moment later by
complete silence. Hopes for the modest. but better homes
for ill-housed native people had been struck down in
one fell swoop. Our poor, and there are:many of them,
will have to endure domnaoble discomfort, we wonder,
for what odditional length of time.

Proper housing has always been o problem for a
hundred years, in the Arctic at least, when the notive
people there were made to change their type of abodes.
The warm ond easy—to-heat spruce fromed sod igloos
were abandoned gradually becouse the Eskimos were
told that the igloos were not civilized type homes and

thot they should adopt Western frame type houses They
did, ond they were cold from that time on because the

native people didn't have skills then to build them prop -
erly, nor did they have adequate -ll'uli nor money to

build them pmrlr T‘II results mhﬂiﬂ? con-
structed shacks or puciing case hovels with lintle
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These bocnln. the shelters our nﬂﬂ" people rli‘
for years and years and they paid dearly for having used
them. They became fertile andideal propogation grounds.
for tuberculosis, o disease that was foreign to them in
the first place anyway. Multiple deaths resulted from
this disease, o other diseases compatible with sub-
standard housing. All this from improper dwellings that
were not followed up with provisions to improve them by
those who introduced Westemn type structures.

But, in Ipl‘hﬂh“llﬂlfﬁiﬁ“.‘i—lp,lﬁﬂ
is now a highly effort on the part of the
__naotive people wmhm their own housing.
This dnwhm-lrw'hmm.m
the gainfully employed in oll oreas. They are taking
pride in using good portions of their eamings fo buy
good homes ond matericls clthough at great expense.
They have leamed the -clutfgudhulﬂhnhiﬂﬂ-"

'ingllulrhum-dh mmumhm
cases.
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