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The romance of livinghVlOg in a newnew-

country
new-

countrycountry duringdurlOg my first fewfew-

months
few-

monthsmonths here is gone . My life isI-
Sempty

is-

emptyempty ofofnewnew experiencescxpenences , andand-

filled
and-

filledfilledfilledonlyonly of dreams ofofwhatwhatwhatI-

Sis past and thoughts ofofwherewherewhere-
II should be nown w and what II-

should

I-

shouldshould be doingdOlOg . II111Inthink111In " thatthathat-

part
tt-

partpart of the reasonr ason I feel this11m11m-

way
this-

wayway is becausebecause I have lost severalseveral-

good
several-

goodgood friends recently and bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬-

cause I have never been able toto-

easily
to-

easilyeasily accept the deathdeathofof goodgood-

fnends
good-

friendsfriendsfnends .

There is also the matter ofof-

watchmg
of-

watchingwatchingwatchmg , from a distance , anan-

event
an-

eventeventapproJchmgforapproachingforwhich 1I saw approachingapproJchmg
for several intenselOtense and concon-con-
fusing

¬.-

fusingfusmg years . For all the timetllnetllne-
thdt

time-
thatthatthdt I spent lookinglookmg intomlo thethe-
c1dlms

the-

claimsclaimsc1dlms ,
IIdmIantamdmant yet lessIcs , confident

of my knowledge ofofItitit-

And
It-

And
it-

AndAnd because of what hashas-

happened
has-

happenedhappened , the future of my lifelife-

and
life-

andand the liveshves of peoplepwple close toto-

me
to-

meme is almost anybody'sanybodys' guessgues\guesgues-
I

guess-
I

\
I understand littlehttle ofofItit , andand-

that
and-

thatthat frightensfnghtens me . WhatWllJt is eveneven-

more
even-

moremore ofofaa worry is thatIhJt( hat manymJnymJny-

people
many-

peoplepeople understand stillstIli lessless-
I

less-

should
less-

shouldI should be spending all.111111. mymy-

lime
my-

timetimelime tryingtrYlOg to make the settlesettle-settle-

ment
¬.-

ment better known"nownnown" to peoplepeople-

who
people-

whowho need , and perhaps won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon'tg- elwon- 'two- ntwon'tg- et'

gelget , informationmformatlOn to make thethe-

decIsions
the-

decisionsdecisions of their liveshves . BuiBut 1II-

can't
I-

can'tcan'tcant' ..

I must sit here and thinkthInkofofof-

quesl10ns
of-

questionsquestionsquesl10ns affectingaffectlOg lives , try lo10to1-

0remember
to-

rememberremember them , and wjiiWJltwait for anan-

agomzmg
an-

agonizingagonizingagomzmg lengthlengthofof time toto-

attempt
to-

attemptattempt to findflOdflOdanswersfindanswersanswers II-

would

I-

wouldwould have laughedlaughedatat elevenclevencleven-

monlhs
eleven-

monthsmonthsmonlhs a couple of years agoJgo ,

bulhutbut I sure the( lie hell cjn- 'tcjn- tCJn- 'lCJ- nlcan- 'tcan- t' laughIaughJJuIaugh-

now
hh-

nownownowc-

.tn't
now-

can't
nowI

I can- 'tca- ntc.tn- 'tc.t- ntctn- tcan- 'tca- nt. ' thinkIllIn" lightlyIlghtllightlyof) otof thethe-

quetlom
the-

questionsquestionsque\tlomquetlom\ that tormform inmIIlIl1Ymy mindmille!

WhatWhJt educationaledUcallOnJI opportunitiesopportUl1ltlesopportUl1ltles-
will

opportunities-
willwill my people have7hJve'lhJvelhave '' WlutWhJtWhat is1\1\1-

the
Is-

thethe worth"orlhorlh" of the landIJnd we"ee" areare-

now
are-

nownow selecting9sclectmgselectingv? WlutWhdtWhat standardsstJndmhstJndmh-
Me

standards-
are

,

areMe usedlIscd to determinedeternllne thatIhJtIhJt-

worth'l
that-

worthworthworth'lworthl'"' What investmentsIIlvestments areMeMe-

being
are-

beingbeing madenIJde widiwith" , Ih the( he moneylIloney wewe-

were
we-

werewere paidpJld torfor j.11a. waw0)w0w0)of>) ot01of hieIdelifehie-

Mut
IdeIId-

eI

I'
\MutMut\II1N\,\ hJthat choicesc110lces do wev. e havehJVC andJnland-

who
!

who"hoho" is aware ol01of them1them'lthemlthemthem'l-
I

'"'
I amant not evenevcnevcnlIfesure\lIfelIfe\ of whatvw. hJthathJt'th-

e

hat-

the
'-

the
t-

he'' Ihethe philosophy behindbehmJ theIhe actJclJcl-

truly
act-

trulyrulytruly( was . WlutWhit intentions1IIIll'nlwn1IIIllnlwn1intentionsIIIll'nlwn1-
Let

' , ' '

Let alone whether they arearc beingbeing-

cJfrled
being-

carriedcarriedcJfrledcJfrledoutcarriedoutout HowIlowflow manyIl1Jny people ,

oldoldnownow , will diedll : withoutwlthuut seeingseelOgseelO-
gJnytlllng

seeing-
anythinganythingJnytlllng fromtrol11 it7It'lItlit ') Howflow manyI11Jnmany-

peoplepeople areJre we overlookingtJvcrloo"mgtJvcrloomg" "

ThinkinghlOklOgsinking1 these thingsthlllg5 ,. I haven'thaventhdven'thdventhdven't-
gone

haven't-
gone

'

gone totu sleepIeep beforehelore dawndJwn in111m11-

1tv.LJ

m-

Iwotwotv.LJtvLJIwo. weeks"eeh\"eeheeh"eehJmlcouldn't" . \ , andJmlcouldn'tJmlcouldntandcouldn'tcouldn'tcouldnt' sleepsleepItatat-

alt

,ItIt-

IIIallalt,III the pastpJ\tpJt\ Iwotwo daysdIYSdays-

How
dIY-

Slow
days-

Ilow
,

HowlowIlow! .tintinl,1Il1Icam(. ,! ourou r peoplepcople , spreadpreJdspread-

over
preJd-

overover two hundred villagesvllIJge\vllIJgevllIJgeJnd\ andJndJnd-

filt
and-

tilt
"

tilt\tiltfilt\filttiltstalesfilttJtetilt \', stalestJte\tJtestatestJtemd\ andmdandnobody,mdnonobodyno bod ) "l"nlncan( an" telllelllell-

how
tell-

howhow manvmJI\\mJIntanvmJIltHllltTlC\ countriesltHllltTlC\ltHllltTlCcr111ntricsltHllltTlChe\ ., behe init )
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formedformedofofofwhatwhat is at stake andand-
the

and-
thethe basic facts required to decidedecide-

our
decide-

ourour future? I know only tootoo-
well

too-
wellwellactuallyknewhow few people actually
knew what happenedhappenedonon DecemDecem-Decem-
ber

¬.-

ber 18,197118197118 , 1971...

Many , many things werewere-
unknown

were-
unknownunknown to me then , andandItit waswas-
my

was-

mymy job to know them . ItI twastwas-
my

waswas-
mymy assignment to know thesethese-
thmgs

these-
thingsthingsthmgs andandcommUnicatecommunicate themthem-
to

them-
toto my people . I am nearlynearly-
scared

nearly-
scaredscared to death by how littlelittle-
II knew then and how much IIamamam-

discovermg
am-

discoveringdiscoveringdiscovermg now .

How about the man in BarBar-Bar-

row
Bar-

row
¬-

row I talkedtalkedwithwith last June ?
Nobody listened to him bebe-bebe-

cause
be-

cause
¬-

cause he drank heavily for seversever-sever-
al

sever-
al

¬-

al years , even though he isI-
Ssober

is-

sobersober now . Heliefie wanted to knowknow-
why

know-
whywhy his son couldn'tcouldnt' get a job .

Nobody listenedItstenedItstenedandlistenedandandandnobodynobodynobody-
answered

nobody-
answeredanswered .

What about the oldoldmanmanman-

from
man-

fromfrom UnalakleetUnahakleet who asked meme-

when
me-

whenwhen the fences would comecome-
and

come-
andand he would have to stop hunthunt-huntI-

I1g
hunt-

ing
¬-

ingII1g . Or the Aleut in New YorkYork-

who
York-

whowho needed to pay the univeruniver-univer-

sity
univer-

sity
¬-

sity the balance ofofaa loan inmm-

'order
in-

'order'orderorder'' to graduate , and who waswas-

broke
was-

brokebroke , andandwhowho asked me if thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement will be of any help ?

People are gettinggettmg tired ofof-

hearing
of-

hearinghearing us say that IvlativesNatives diedie-

young
die-

youngyoung , and endure incrediblemcredlblemcredlble-
hardships

incredible-
hardshipshardships to get an education ,

and livehve in poverty , andandareareare-

hungry
are-

hungryhungry . Some even want ourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople to pay for services nornOr-nOr-

mally
nor-nornor-

mally
¬-

mally provided by a governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment for all its citizenscllizens .

We do have problems . AndAnd-

now
And-

nownow , we have to use everythingeverything-
wewe can get .,

to make a successsuccess-

of
success-

ofof the settlement we fought for ,
or lose all that we came intomto

this country with . I was worriedworneJworneJ-
that

worried-
thatthat we rushedrushedintointomto the claims ,

but knew that we would loselose-

more
lose-

moremore ififwewe didn'tdidnt' settle quickly .

But now ,. I worry of how wewe-

manage
we-

managemanage what we won , andandwewewe-

sl1l1

we-

stillstillsl1l1 can lose nearly everything .

I don'tdont' doubt that we have somesome-

of
some-

ofof the best people workingworkmg forfor-

us
for-

usus at this time , yet I wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe shakenhaken if they didn'tdidnt' worry ,

too .

There are tax situations thatthat-
we

that-
wewe have to be cautious aboutabout-
because

about-
becausebecause we will be subjectsubJcct toto-

taxes
to-

taxestaxes , and Indian tribes in thethe-

contiguous
the-

contiguouscontiguous states have sufferedsuffered-
because

suffered-
becausebecause of taxes on fee landslands-
and

lands-
andandandcorporatecorporate profits , andandsomesomesome-
of

some-
ofof these have losllost allall..

Before the settlement , wewe-

admitted
we-

admittedadmitted that we "lackedlacked" experexper-exper-
tise

exper-
tise

¬-

tise " in111 some areas . And laterlater-
we

later-
wewe said that we could "buybuy"

the expertiseexpertl e "" But ,, how far '.

must we go to make sure thatthaithai-

our
that-

ourour experts are competentcompetenl ?

Do we hireIme experts to policepolice-
the

police-
thethe experts ? Do we trust ourour-

consultants
our-

consultantsconsultants? "WhatWhat" diddidwewe wantwant-
to

want-
toto do , and what did we do " isI-
Sbecommg

is-

becomingbecomingbecommg a question for hisIllshis-his-

torians
¬.-

torianstonans Now , we must aska\kak\ ,

"WhatWhat" do we want to do ., andand-
what

and-
whatwhat arearc we doing9domgdomg9? "


