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AA Victory for self-governmentselfgovernmentselfgovernment-
was

-

SuperiorCourtwas won in111 Anchorage Superior
Court late Friday afternoon , asas-

Judge
as-

JudgeJudge tbenEben H . Lewis ruledruledinin11111-

1favor
in-

favorfavor of the giant North Slope
BoroughSlopeBoroughformation .

Seven major oil011 companiescompamescompames-
had

companies-
hadhad challenged the legality of

the borough last MarchMdfch 28 ,.

shortly after it was formed byby-

the
by-

thethe people .

The area encompassed by itsitits-

boundariesboundariesboundanes include1I1dude the incredibly1I1credlbly1I1credlbly-
nch

incredibly-
richrichnch Prudhoe Bay oil fieldsteldstelds .

In Friday'sFridaysFmlay'sFmlays' rulingrul1l1g , JudgeJudgel-
eWIS

Judge-
LewisLewis supported the decisiondecI lon ol01of01-

the
of-

thethe Local BoundaryBoundJry CommissionComlOisslonComlOisslon-
which

Commission-
whichwhich had first approved thethe-

petition
the-

petitionpetition to establish a first-classfirstclasstlrst-c/astlrstcas-/ .

borough on the NorthNOrlh SlopeIope .

Although the lawJaW suit subsub-sub-
CLJuently

sub-
sequently

¬-

sequentlyCLJuently!> brought by the oil01101-

1cqmpames
oil-

companiescompaniescqmpames cast a shadow onurn thethe-
borough's

the-
borough'sborough'sboroughs' legalitylegah ty , electionsetectlonelections-
werewere held on schedule andandoror-oror-

gamalion
oror-

gamzation
-.

gam/aliongamalionganl/atJOnganlatJOngamzation// andandoperatIOnoperation of thethe-
borough

the-
boroughborough hash l\llproceeded< \ proceededproceededundeJproceededunderundeiundeJunderundeJ-
the

under-
theMayortbenMayorl.benthe leadershipleaderslupleaderslupofleadershipofof Borough Mayor
Lbcntbenl.benlben. llopsonHopsonllopson-

Contacted
IIpHopson-

Contacted
{) onon-

ConContactedConContactedintactedtactediiiiniii Barrowarruw , MayorMayor-

f
Mayor-

FbenFbenf-f- ben Hopsonflopson of the hugehuge-

borough
huge-

boroughboroughboroughwaswas askedaskedahoutaskedaboutaboutahout thethe-

possIbility
the-

possibilitypossibility of the oil011011companiesoilcompaniescompaniescompanies-
appeahng

companies-
appealingappealingappeahng the rulingruhng of JudgeJudge-
LewIs

Judge-
LewisLewis .

"TheThe"FileFile"" only thingthmg I know isI-
Sthat

is-

thatthat between the two oful us , usus-

and
us-

andand the oil companiescotJ1pame , 1I thinkth1l1kth1l1k-

each
think-

eacheach side understood that whowho-who-

ever
¬.-

ever winsWillS this one , the otherother-
sIde

other-
sideside wouldwouldappealappeal to the StateState-

Supreme
State-

SupremeSupreme Court ," Mayor llopsonlIopsonHopsonlIopson-
answered

Hopson-
answeredanswered .

HelieIle went on , "OurOur" tax basebase-

will
base-

willwill includemclude Prudhoe Bay andand-

we
and-

wewe have nonu problem with that..

We alreadyal ready have authority toto-
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to-
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levy taxes and collection of taxlax-laxtax-taxlax-
eSt

tax-
es

¬-

eseSteS-

t"The
.

"TheThe" other twoIwo powers thatthat-

we

that-

wewe can exercise arearc theIhe takeovertakeover-
ot

takeover-
ofotof theIhe overall educational facilifacili-facili-

ties
facili-

ties
¬-

ties withinwll11ln the borough , andand-
then

and-
thenthen we can alsoaso! proceed withwith-
our

with-
ourour planning andandzoningzoningzoningwhichwhichwhich-
we

which-
wewe already have ordinancesordmances for..

"IfIf" they ( the oil companies )

don'tdont' appeal withinwlthm 60 days ,
then we'rewere' scott free . "

Asked about the possibilitypossibility-
ofof creatingcreatlllg boroughs inm otherolherolher-
Native

other-
NativeNative areas ., Mayor HopsonIlopson rere-rere-

plied
re-

plied
¬-

pliedplied-
plied"I

'-

"II" have suggested earlierearher , andand-
slill

and-
stillstillslill believebeheve , thatthai organizing borbor-bor-
oughs

bor-
oughs

¬-

oughs elsewhere would be thethe-
biggest

the-
biggest

( he
biggest thingIllIngthinginin the world forfor-
those

for-
thosethose areas .

'TheThe"The'" beautybeaulybeaulyofbeautyofof having organorgan-organ-
Ized

organ-
ized

¬-

ized boroughs in ruralruralareasareas isI-
Sthai

is-

thatthatthai in mostmosl areas you wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave only one class of citiescilies onon-

which
on-

whichwhich you can createcreale boroughs .

There is no conflictconfllcl ofofweightedweightedweighted-
voting

weighted-
votingvoting for first class cities ..

"
Lewis ruled that populationpopulation-

requiremenh
population-

requirementsrequirementsrequiremenh for a borough hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen met and thatthai the boundbound-bound-
aries

¬.-

ariesaTJes of the proposed boroughborough-
were

borough-
werewere consistent with the AlaskaAlaska-

Constitution
Alaska-

ConstitutionConstitution and would includeinclude-

the
include-

thethe Prudhoe Bay fields .

The oil companies participatparticipat-participat-
ing

¬.-

ing in10 theIhe suitsu11 were : MobilMobi-
lall

Mobil-

OilOilall Corp . , Amerada Hess Corp . ,

Amoco Products Co . , BritishBritish-

Petroleum
British-

PetroleumPetroleum Oil Corp . , HumbleHumble-
all

Humble-
OilOilall and Refining Co . , PhillipsPhillips-

Petroleum
Phillips-

PetroleumPetroleum Co . and Union Oil ofof-

California
of-

CaliforniaCalifornia .

A strong motivation in formfonn-fonnform-fonn-
atlon

form-

ation

¬-

ationatlon of the Borough was toto-

estabhsh
to-

establishestablishestabhsh schools for North Slope

(< children . ArcticArcllC SlopeIope presidentpresldenlpresldenl-
Joe

president-
JoeJoe UpicksounUPIcJ"sounUPIcJsoun." had charged thatIhatIhat-

although
that-

althoughalthough the state had taken outout-

giantgiantJanl sums ofofmoneymoney inIII revenuerevenue-
from

revenue-
fromfrom the area , nothingnothlOg has beenbeen-

returned
been-

returnedreturned to10 it in10 theIhe way ofotot-

Improvements
of-

improvementsimprovements , particularlyparticularlyininmm-

the
in-

thethe area of much needed schoolsschools-
Friday's

schools-
FTJday's

schools-
Friday'sFriday'sFridaysFTJday'sFTJdays' rulingrulmg willWII! open thethe-

doors
the-

doorsdoors for a full go-aheadgoahead- ofotot-

Borough
of-

BoroughBorough programs . There is thethe-

possibilIty
the-

possibilitypossibility that theIhe oilOJI comcom-com-

panies

¬.-

paniespanles may appeal theIhe decision ,

but Mayor Eben Hopson saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe favorable decision willwillallowallowallow-

Ihe
allow-

thetheIhe new government to10 "movemove"move-

faster
"move-

faster
"

faster on some thingslungs! we- 'vewe- vewe- 'vewe- vewe- 'vewe- ve' beenbeen-

holding
been-

holdingholding back on .
"

The court'scourts' decision alsoaboabo-

opens
also-

opensopens the door for other ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas to take a look at thethe-

advantages
the-

advantagesadvantages of formingformmg boroughsboroughs-
The

boroughs-
TBoroughlawBoroughlawsuitThe1T he North SlopeIope Borough

lawsuitlaw UJI establishes an earlyearly-
precedent

early-
precedentprecedent that will undoubtedlyundoubtedly-
encourage

undoubtedly-
encourageencourage other regions ol01of01-

Alaska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' vast unorganizedunorgnnlzed territternt-terntterrit-ternt-
ory

territ-
ory

¬-

ory to10 investigateInvestlgale the benefitsbenefils toto-

byby gainedgamed by localselfgovernmenty self-governselfgovernself-govern-- ¬.-

mentment..


