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t- .,- -.,- -=Spud Williams of the Tanana Chiefs Conference told the AFNAFN-

Board
AFN-

BoardBoard that the cost of educating a student at Mt EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-

was " "was "unrealunreal
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John Hope of the Tlingit HaidaHalda Central Council warned the AFNAFN-

board
AFN-

boardboard that if Mt Edgecumbe school 'is5 lost ,. soon everything willwill-

be

wil-

lbetakenbebetakentaken from Alaska Natives

AFN to investigate suit to keep Mt.. EdgecumbeEdgecu'mbe'

By LINDA LORD-JENKINSLORDJENKINSLORDJENKIN-
STund

LORDJENKINS-
Tundra

--

TundTundra, . TimTimes. Editor-

The

EdltoEditor ,

Theihe possibility of filingfihng ada-

lawsuit
d-

lawsuitlawsuit againstagJmst the federaltederdl gO-
ernment

gos-

ernment
govgO\gOgos\ernment to keep Mt Edge-

cumbe
fcdgelodgeEdgelodge-

cumbecumbccumbe boardingbOdrdmg school openopen-
will

open-
willwill behe investigatedmvestlgdted b\bh\hhsbthehthe\ thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Federationederdt'onederdton' ofof'dt"eof'atiter'Satucj'dt"edte''atiteratiter'atiter-
attorneys

" ,
attornesattorneys}
attorneysTheattornesThe

The AAhNAFh" lullfull hoardhOdrdhoardtitot01tit ddidi-

i

di-

rectors
,

rellorsrectors melniet Idstlast weekweekmweekinmin AnAn-

c

An-

chorageicboragehomgechorage. anddnd decided to10 rere-

search
re-

searchsearch the advantages and d-

advantages
dis-

advantages
disd-ddis-. ¬-

advantages of filingfihng sunsull toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep thethehool,-school-hoolhoolhoolopenschoolopenopen alterdllerafter

hearmghearing a report from AFAF-

assistant
AF\AF'\aSSlstdnlassistant to the AFAFN" PreSlPresrPreSl-

den
Presr-

dentdendentt SylvIa (Carlsson-

Carlsson
dllssonCarlssondllsson-

CarlsCarlsCarlssonon told the hOdldhoard IhdlthatIhdl-

he
that-

she,shehe hddhad talked 10to BureduBureau 01of01-

Indian
of-

IndianIndian AliaAffairs" , regondlregional, Jllellduectoiduectoi-
Jake

' "
JdJake" . LeSienkolLestenkolLeSienkolIoho\\IohoIohowho loldtold herher-

that
her-

thdlthdlthat a IdSIlast dltLhditchdltLheffortditchefforteffort 10to place-

funding
pldeplacepldef-

undmg
,

fundmgfunding lortor thethehool,--hoolhoolschool hack-

into
hdkhackhdk-

mfo
,

mfointo the lederdlfederal hudgetbudget had-

tailed
hddhadhdd-

lalledlalledtailed
lalledLtailedLlalledndertailedrider

L nderrider Ihethe ,urrenlcurrent plan-

the
pldnplanpldn-

IheIhethe ""hoolhoolschool"hoolIoh"hschoolwhich\\Ioh"hIoh"hIohhwhich" houses more

thdnthan 400 full-tImefulltIme- sludentsstudents and-

provides
dndanddnd-

provIdesprovIdes dd"eSddeSclasses" lortor md1\md1mansmd1oth!\ ehr-

ers

othehroth-

ersers w""IIII11 ,doselose dtat the endendof01of01-

thLS

of-

thisthLSthis ""hoolhoolschool 1\ ear-

Lestenkot
edlearedl-

LestenkolLestenkolLestenkot ""ddsaid"d11m11mthis ",weekweek-

that
eekeek-

IhdIhdthat' ,thehe "cost""tt 01of mdll1'dlnllmdll1dlnllmatntalnurgmatntalnurg-
the

' ' "
the huge Id"llI\Id"llIIdllIlactltisId"llI'd'd" \ "'was'd'ddd' a p"nepneprunep"ne-
lador

prun-
etator

, "

ladortator, 111in the ,,1010losing" ,, huthilt hehe-

dlso

he-

itsitsdlsodlsodId, , \\dIddIdsaid lwthat! ' Ihethe federal-

government
ledel3lfederalledel3l-

governmenlgovernmenlgovernment pollL\pollLpoliespollLon\ on the BI N\N-

operatedoperdtedoperated schoolschoolwas"was"' Ihatthat as-

soon
dSasdS-

soonsoon dSas the state hddhad the svssvs-

lems
svs-

ternslemsterns d"dbleddbleasailable"" hIto prmldepreside eJuedu

''dtlllndtlllncapon I10, ' studenlstudents' 111to IhetireIhe-

Buh
tire-

BushBuhBush, ,thehe BIBIN\ ","ho"lhol, hoof" , ",wouldwould-
he

, , , JJ-

hehe phddphasedphddoulphasedout", ouloutoul-

Thdt
out-

ThatThdtThat phdephase, """lIlI"tittit' hglllhcent, ', ,inn IhetheIhe-

'P'lIlg
the-

sptmg''P'lIlgPlIlgsptmg' ",whenhenhen11\\1111kit I deeumhcdeeumhedeeumhc-
dnJ

deeumhe-
arid

,
dnJarid _22_ BI \ .' 'l'e,1le1neratsd," , , ,dasdas-

schools
ldld-

11
',--1111schools<101> , ..drtt'eJ.drtteJdrtteJdtic'cddticcd' !ththourlIi ' "ourl" .!_ ,III-

Ithe

II-

thethe ,stateIdle "''IIIIIIwillwillcl,clI , _.
rrdhonCarls"nCarlsndhon, , , " ''dldlat ', " , , elnl ,

w'" 11tiltIi pld'lIlpldlIlplacing' " , '"'isis, ""IiIi"Ii1''IIII , \NI-

I

\11NI 1-

II J"e.umJe.umJeumdoeuninc" ., e ", I ", den1 , " , it, ,thethe-
it

hehe-

"h""hhit " , 1Is, is" n ", i hhehj, _---jj" ", -, J I 11iiii-

io,io, he p\lJeJplJeJprostddplJeJdprostddas' '\ , das' ,"u,1u1mushmushas" , . das' , t/

I" , Ihethe ,reasonsed'OedO' ", Ihdlthat l11ammans ofof-
tt, ' , _, , ''uJI\'uJIuJIludnl'uJIJre, \ ", JreareJre11/1111in/11h\\hhMt Edge-

.amn

FdgeEdgeFdge-

JII,..amnamnJII! e, a" ' dllall SILLhe ""ddsaid IhdlthatIhdl-

lUll

that-

vanslUllvans' 0o1 ' :the.I.eIe ,studentstudelll ' enrolledenrolled-

dl

enrolled-

atdlat I J"theJthedgcmhe" . ,,, ""rereare Iherthere. torfor
. . , J ' " , ''angtneangtne" " "," 11'011110111' om a-

n

dad-

DDn ' I
1lc, _. ,' t\ - ''IIIIIt l1enlfield 11t11t-

1has

<>
hhas. , ','cc, I, JJllamiss! " 1t , Jreare for-

SI

lorforlor-

h'l, h'lhl''>SI1 _. '- " II , , Ita" DeDeDdoarioari-

eI
"

''eleleI t' .' It jJla Ja ' ' 11it ""IIIIwhL. " hJhashas-

upp
'

, upuppuppt;, t"' ,""II. , , ""lielieTicTic1r\\1r1r" I J2J2-

II

J2-

IlIIIl '"IIIlL.eJIIIlL.eJIIIlLeJtttmued"IIIlL.eJIItttmuedn" . IIn I'dglIdglFags' hllFact'



AFNAF14FN board discussesdiscJsses possibilityibllity of suit to keep EdgecumbeEdgecum'be' opeopen
(Continued from Page One )

cumbe , is working on develop-

ment
developdevelop-develop-

ment
-¬-

ment of alternatives but ""therethere"there-
w

"there-
willwwill\ be problems to placeplace-

many
place-

manymanymanyofof the students v, . . TheThe-

alternative
The-

alternativealternative probably will bebe-

the
be-

thethe boarding home program-

which
progyamprogramprogyam-

whichwhich many found unaccept-
able

unaccept-
able

unaccept-

In

unaccept-unaccept-
able in the past ."

In addition , accordingaccord1Og toto-

one
to-

oneone report on the effects ofof-

the
of-

thethe closure of Edgecumbe , thethe-

state
the-

statestate isisunwillingunwilling to placep1ace allall-

the

all-

thethe EdgecumbeEdgecumbestudentsstudents in aa-

boarding
a-

boardingboarding home .

Carlsson also told the boardboard-

that
board-

thatthat an estimated $$7575S75 million

would have to be spent by thethe-

state
the-

statestate if it is to assume con-

trol
con-

trol
con-con-

troltrolof<!off the 37 BIABlA day schoolsschools-

around
schools-

aroundaround the state because mostmost-

of
most-

ofof them are in substandardsubstandard-
condition

substandard-
conditioncondition . That moneymoneywouldwouldwould-

be
would-

bebe spent in upgrading thethe-

facilities
the-

facilitiesfacilities .

"'""SpudSpud *" Williams of thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTananiTanana . ChiefsCluefs Conference saidsaid-

the
said-

thethe boardboardshouldshould consider Usus-

Ing

us-

ing
us-us¬-

ing the REAA schoolschoolsystemssystemssystems-

instead
systems-

insteadinstead of the BIA schools bebe-

cause
be-be¬.-

cause the REAA'sREAAs' ""givegive totaltotal-

local
total-

locallocal control with total statestate-

funding
state-

fundingfunding.."
WilliamsWiUJa/T1sWiUJaT1s/ pointedpomted out that

the ""costscosts ofofrunnmgofrunningrunningrunnmg Mt .

Edgecumbe are unreal . . .

you'reyoure' talking about a plannedplanned-

S4ooo$$4,0004000S4ooo, to $$5,0005000S5ooo, per headhead-

to
head-

toto educate in the statetate systemsystem-

per
system-

perper student as opposed to $$20-

000
$20-

000
S20-

000
$20-$2020S20-S20,,--

000 a head at Edgecumbe . "

, The issue of state assump-

tion
assumpassump-¬.-

tion of thetne educational respon-

by

respon-

sibilities
respon-

sibilities
respon-respon--

sibilities ISu further complicatedcomplicated-
byby the Alaska COflSttUconstitutionconstitution-
which ! tiontion-

whichwhichwhichmandatesmandates that the statestate-

must
state-

mustmust provide an education for '

allallcitizenscitizens up to the eightheighth-

grade
eighth-

gradegrade or untilunti! they are 1616-

yean
16-

yearsyearsyean old . WilliamsWIlll8Il1s pointedpo1Oted outout-

that
out-

thatthat that may exclude the highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool students at EdgecumbeEdgecombe .

Carlsson said """wewe shouldshould-

hold
should-

holdhold the state'sstates' feet to the firefltefire-

to
flte-

toto makem&kemke& sure they live up toto-

their
to-

thelttheirthelt educational responsibil-

ities
responsibll-

ittes
responsibil-responsibilresponSlbilresponsibll-responsibll -. "'

itiesUlesittes . "

One suggestion was mademade-

that
made-

thatthat , m10in addition to the pOSS-
Ibility

possi-
bility

possipOSSI-¬-

bility of litigation , the AFNAFN-

should
AFN-

shouldshould send aagroup-group-groupgroupofof Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-¬-

cumbe students to talk toto-

state
to-

statestate representatives in Wash-

ington
WashWash-¬.-

ingtonmgton D.CDC. . to explain theirtheir-

needs
their-

needsneedsneedsandindandandconcernsconcerns aboutabout-

Edgecumbe
about-

EdgecumbeEdgecumbe personally .

Ahtna'sAhtnas' DougDouglas McArthurMcArthur-
said

McArthur-
saidsaid that he was swayed lastlast-

year
last-

yearyear when a Barrow girlgltl whowho-

was
who-

waswas president of the Mt.. Edge ¬.
cumbe student body made aa-

personal
a-

personalpersonal appeal to keep thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool open .

The subject of changingchangmg thethe-

minds
the-

mmdsmindsmmds of Alaska CongressionalCongressional-
delega

Congressional-
delegationdelegadelegationtlOn also was dISCussed-

and
discusseddiscussed-

andand John Hope , president ofof-

the
of-

thethe TungitThngltTlingit HaidaHalda Central Coun-

cil
Coun-

cil
CounCoun-¬-

cil , saidS81d that if Edgecumbe JS-

phased
is-

phased
jsis

phased outbecauseout-becauseoutbecause- of a budgetbudget-

cut
budget-

cutcut , other vital services willwill-

be
will-

bebe stopped ""We'reWere' givinggrvmg upup-

the
up-

thethe government'sgovernments ' commitmentcommitment-
toto maintainmamtam theirthel! trust respon-

sibility
responrespon-¬.-

sibility in the name of budgetbudget-

frugality
budget-

frugalityfrugality It is almost imposs-

ible
impossunposs-unpossimposs-unposs-

Ible
-¬-

ible to restore those semces-
It

servicesservices-

It
semces-semcesservices-services. "-

It goes much deeper than Mt .

Edgecumbe . This is a dissolu-

tion
dlSSol-

ulion

dissoludlSSolu-dlSSoludissolu-¬-

tionlion of the relationshiprelationshipwithWIth-

the
withwith-

thethe federal government WIth-

out
with-

out
WIth-WIth-

out us haVIng anything to saysay-

about
say-

aboutabout itit-

"They
it-

They"Theyhey"They are gogoing109 to taketake-

away
take-

awayaway general assistance . ThenThen-

the
Then-

thethe school.. We will have nono-nonot-

h1Og
not-

hing
-¬

thingth1Og , absolutely nothingnoth1Og in-

five

In-

five
in

five years ".
HopeHopetoldcoldtold the group that

Sen Ted StevensSteveflS is a key toto-

keep10g
to-

keepingkeepingkeep10g the school ., StevensSleveflS hashas-

gone
has-

gonegone on the record in his con-

viction
concancon-¬.-

victionvlCtlon that the school shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe cloudclosed and Hope said that ifif-

he
if-

hehe can be re-convincedreconvincedre-convmcedconvmced-- that thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool should be kept open ,

it might happen .

""WhenWhen he changed his mindmmdmind-

on
mmd-

on"on" generalgeneralassistanceral assistance *, ittt gotgot-

back
got-

backback 10in the budget ."

The BlABIA general assIStanceassIStance-

program
assistance-

programprogram was due to be entirelyenurelyentirely-
cut

enurely-
cutcut in10 Alaska thisthJS year but atat-

the
at-

thethe last minutemIDute Stevens waswas-

able
was-

ableable to save the program forfor-

SIX

for-

sixsix months However , the finalfinal-

Department
final-

DepartmentDepartment of InteriorInte.norIntenor. budgetbudget-

hasn't
budget-

hasn'thasn'thasnt' been appro\dapprodapproved\( and thethe-

fund
the-

fundfund stillstillmaymay be cut out .

The litigation commItteecommIttee-
was

committee-
waswas instructed10structed to research thethe-

possible
the-

possiblepossibleiible good and bad effectseffects-

of
effects-

ofofofaai law suitSUtt to keep the schoolschool-

open
school-

openopen .

Don Mitchell ., AFN attor-

ney
attor-

ney
attorattor-¬-

ney , pointedpomted out that such aa-

fight
a-

fightfight should be carefully chocho-cho-
sen

cho-
sen

-¬

sen and the bad consequencesconsequences-

shouldshould be weighed .

The litigation group WIl-

lreport

willwill-

reportreport to the board inm DeDe-

cember
De-De¬-.

cember


