State control of marine mammals
tied to existence of subsistence law
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The state of Alaska can re-
assume management of marine
mammals if it is willing to as-
sure that a state subsistence
prority law is on the books for
marine  mammals. according
to an amendment to the Ma-
rine Mammal Act

The amendment was passed
in September and is being stud-
ied now by state workers in the
Department of Law and in the
Department of Fish and Game
to determmne what, if any.
administrative problems would
surface if the state takes
control of the regulation of
marine mammals.

The amendment and it
ramifications will be discussed
in Anchorage this week when
employees of the state and
federal fish and game depart
ments meet to discuss issues
common to them both Al

though the amendment was
passed more than a month ago.
1t 1s believed that this will be
the first time that the state
and federal game wardens will
be able to discuss the matter

The state has been anghng
to have management of marine
mammals returned to 1t since
the federal Marine Mammal
Act took that management
away 1n 1973. The amendment
assures that the state can regu-
late the taking of such mam-
mals but with several strings.
the ughtest of which 1 the
clause on subsistence.

According to Don Mitchell,
an attorney working for the
Alaska Federation of Natives
such matters. the amendment
assures that it the current drive
to place an nitiative on the
ballot to repeal state subsis-
tence laws is passed. the reg-
ulation of marnne mammals
goes back to the federal gov-
ernment

Mitchell reported to  the
AFN board of directors at s
meeting last week

According to Bob Hinman
of the state Department of
Fish and Game, the depart
ment s sull revrewing the
amendment to see "Il we can
accept and unplement the state
management.”

He said that review ot the
amendment  will include a
study of the degree that the
state will have to accommo-
date local subsistence
Hinman said that the amend
ment estabhshes a system par-
allel to the present subsistence
law and he said a question ex-
1sts about whether this would
remain in the state program

He said that the hcensing
of guides as referred 1o in the
act, 1s governed by the Ginde
Board. He said that “nght ot
hand, | don’t see any prob-
lems™ with -the state regulation
of marine mammal hunts
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