
Edgcumbe , Trust can not bebetakentaken
To the Editor..

Mt . Edgecumbe opened ItsIts-

doors
its-

doorsdoors on Feb . 22 ,. 1947 , toto-

provide
to-

provideprovideivide educational opportun-
s

opportun-
Ities

opportun-opportunopportun-
ities

-

.Itiess to Alaska Natives andand-

since

and-

smcesincesmce then has become anan-

Alaska
an-

AlaskaAlaska NativeNabve institute .

In one waywayoror another thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool has touched the hves-

of
liveshveslives-

ofof almost every Alaska Na-

tIve

Na-

tive
NaNa-¬-

tive ; either as graduates of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool attendance at the schoolschool-

or
school-

oror related to someone whowho-

has
who-

hashas mendedattended the school..

Throughout its history , thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool , at times , has been thethe-

center
the-

centercenter of controversy or con-

flict
con-

flict
con-con-

flict ; accused of beingbemg just aa-

boarding
a-

boardingboarding home , graduatinggraduatmg mis-

fits
mismis-mis-

fits
-¬-

fits , disrupting the Alaska Na-

bve
Na-

tive
NaNa-¬-

tivebve cultures and providingprovidmg aa-

questionable
a-

questionablequestionable quality of edu-

cation
eduedu-¬.-

cation to Alaska Natives .
However ,. the school hashas-

graduated
has-

graduatedgraduated some of the most-

mfluentlal
mostmost-

influentialmfluentlalinfluential Native leaders in thethe-

State
the-

StateState andid developed Native re-

i

re-

sources
re-rereoreo-

sources

-

sources i which helped inm iim-

proving

un-

provmg
un-unim-im-

provingprovmg the economic condi-

tions
condicondlcondi-¬'-

tionstlons of villages .

Most recently , inm the lastlast-

few
last-

fewfew years , under the guidanceguidance-

and
guidance-

andand direction of Lee Dem-

mert
Dem-

mert
Dem-Dem-.

mert and the former Bureau-

of
Bureau-

of
Bureau

of Indian Affairs Area DirectDirect-¬.-

or , tfaydayC'fayCfay' AntioquiaAntloqula ., the schischoolschool-

has
school-

hashas developed intomto a top-itopitop.notchtopnotchtop-notchtopnotchtop.notch-
high

topnotch-
high

-.
high school DemrnertDemmert hihas in-

stilled
min-in.-

stilled a sense of pndepride andand-

Splnt
and-

spiritspiritSplnt amongst the students andand-

staff
and-

staffstaff AntioquiaAnloqulaAntioquta! defended thethe-

school's
the-

school'sschool'sschools'' continued eXistence-

and
existenceexistence-

andand treated the school ;as anan-

Important
an-

importantImportant aspect of the over-

all
oYerover-over .-

all Bureau of Indian AffaIrS-

commitment
AffairsAffairs-

commitmentcommitment to deliver servicesservices-
to

services-
toto the Alaska Native .

The recent position thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska"""HaHa Native Leaders havehave-

taken
have-

takentaken agamscagainst the' closure of thethe-

idable
the-

school
the-

schoolschool is commendableidable .. Grant-

philosophical
Grant-Grant-.

ed , there are: philosophicalphilosophical-
differences

philosophical-
dlfference.5dlfference.5dlfference5differences.: inm regard to edu-

these

edu-edu-.

catmgcating ., either at home or tran-

sporting
trantran-.-

sportmgsporting students to a board-

ing
board-

mg
board-board-

mging home system ., however .,

these differences do not jus-
tify

jusjus-¬'-
tifytlfy terminatingtermlnatmg a federal trust-

relationship
trust-

relationship
trust-

relationship
trust-trust-

relationship which is providingproviding-

educational
providing-

educationaleducational opportunitiesopportumtles for-

Alaska
forfor-

AlaskaAlaska Natives .

The ultimatumultunatum of choosingchoosmgchoosing-

either
choosmg-

eithereither Mr EdgEdg-

existing
Edgecumbe or thethe-

exfstmg
the-

existingexfstmgexistingexisting BIABlA eleelementary_ . , day-

schools
dayday-

schools
,

schools" " " " " Is ,. is just a ploy toto-

receive
to-

receivereceive "the' authonzatlonauthorizationnation toto-

terminate
to-

termmatetermmateterminate a part of that trust-

relationship
trusttrust-.-

relationshiprelationshipThe
The BIA day schools cur-

rently
cur-

rently
cur-cur-

rently operatmgoperating min the Bethel

and Nome areas shouldmould con-

tinue
concon--¬.

!tinuelnue as long as the villagesvillages-

want
villages-

wantwant that type ofofeducationeducation-
al

educationeducation- ¬-

al delivery . BIABlA,,, under the-

direction
thethe-

dlrecuondirectiondlrecuon of Bill BentortBenton and-

Cal
andand-

CalCal Lundy of the BethelBethel-

Agency
BethelBethelAgency %'Agency , has been at the fore-

front
fore-

highly

fore-fore-.

front min developmgdeveloping mnovativeinnovative ,

highlyhighlysuccessfulsuccessfulsuccessfuleducational.,educational-
programs

educationalducationalducational-
programsprograms such as : the biling-

ual
bilingbiling-¬.-

ualualeducationeducation and early' child-

hood
child-

hood
child-childL"JLJL"J-

hood

" -

hood progprograms nn-

choose
To have toto-

choose
to-

choosechoose bebetween Mt . Edge-

cumbe
EdgeEdge-.-

cumbe and these day schoolsschoolsI-

SIS not fair .

The''hehe real issue ,. I believe ,

.ISISas.s not just the closing of Mt .
Edgecumbe or turning over thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA day schools to the REAAREAA-

school
REAA-

schoolschoolschoolsystemssystems but in term-

inating
termterm-¬.-

inating a trust-relationshiptrustrelationship- bebe-

tween
be-be¬.-

tween the Alaska NativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andand the Federal Government .

WHAT WILL BE NEXT??? thethe-

Health
the-

HealthHealth Services and other socsoc-

ial

soc-soc¬.-
iallal service programs ?

Mt.. Edgecumbe is an AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative instituteIDSbtute , BIA Is a trusttrust-

relationship
trust-

relationshiprelationshiprelationshipwithwith the AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives .. We cannot allow eith-

er
eith-

ken
eith-eithelth-.

er to be takenken away from us .

Fredrrcu BigjimBlmlmBiglimBigjim-

Box
Biglim-

Box
Blmlm-

BoxBox 479-

Sitka
479479-

Sitka
479-
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