Subsistence amendment
fails in special session
Federal takeover started July 1

by Geaff Kennedy
o the Tusdra Times

The special session  produced
nothing but a commission to study sub-
sistence

The Legislature adjourned July K
without replocing Alaska's subsistence
luw. A constiutional amend-
menl fatled by four votes i the House,
and & move 1o rescind that vote failed
by one vote. Then lawmakers decidad
to sdjourn without solving Alasks’s
subsistence dilemma.

The 19680 Aluska Nutiooal Imerest
Lands Conservation Act required o
subsistience preference for  rural
residents, but last December the state
Supreme Court said such o preference
unconstitutionally  discriminaies
agminst urbun residents

Cowper, Reps. Lyman Holfroun,
D-Bethel, and George Joacko, [
Pedro Bay, proposed constitutional
wmendments (o ensure the stale Jaw
conforms o federal Jiw.

Hut the amendments fled o win
the necessary two-thirds” vote m the
state House and never reached the
Moor of the Senate during the reguli
session.

Cowper called a spocial sesswn (o
convene June 25, The Senate this time
passed & constitutional amendment, 14
to 6. But the amendment failed in the
House by & 23 w 17 vote, lour votes
short of passage.

While lawmakers wene delibernting,
the federal governmemt took over
management of fish and game on its
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e Subsistence vote fails

ConTieid Trosm (e one

lndds i Adlusku: The Legisdoture had
Fled o meet the July 1 deadbime the
stale Supreme Cowrt nnposied  on
Lawnmakers 1o replace the subsistende
Law

Froponeols  hoad  argued  that a
akeover would erode Alaskuns” hum
g and Gishing nghis, unless the stle
arnerded s comstituion W conform (o
lederal law.

Chppsnients had argued the stile
shiudd Yeave iy comstitution lone gind
instend sue the federal government Lo
oyvirium e cural preference provided
by ANILCA

Fhie mensure passed i twe Sente by
gathering suppaon from Republcans us
well s Democrats. Batr Hepublican
vpposition suftened m the House

O e Jast dday o1 the speciil ses
by, o motion teceescind the previous
vide Tell short of the thecessary Two
thards mugorty hy ane vole.

Phree Howse Deneowrabs whio bl
Vi dgminst the constitutionn! amend
et vored e teseind e previous
vile: Mark Bover of Farbanks, Ron
basrwon ol Pl atid Curt Memard of
Wasilla

Phe b4 fawikers wlio oppamed the
ritaon o rescind were @l
Kepublicans.  Ramona  Harnes,
Virgnia Collines, Wall Furnace, Alyee
Hunley, Loten Leman, Terry Martin,
Frie Pettyjohin amd Jon Zawack:, all
ol Anchorge, Cheo Davis of Kt
vinkan, Mike Miller of Narth Pole,
Ky Plullyps of Bagle Biver, Herl
Sharp ol Faerbanks;, Dick Shulie ol

Tok: urd Robin Taylor of Wrangell

Congress koew what it wis doing
when it enacted ANILCA 10 years
g, said Robert Willurd, presidens of
the  Southeast Nuative  Subsistence
Comumission

The Legislawre s denying a rural
preference confirms the congressional
attitude that the sule is not ready 10
pecomuniodite the subsistence lifestyle
of the Alaska Natives,” Williord sad
oo prepared stalément

“I's mdiowlons. The Legishature
rehinguishes control of ) percent of
Alaska, all on secount of ¥ percent of
its citizens king less than 4 percent
ol the resonirees. In the Southesst, less
thin | percent of the salmon is used
by subsistence users,  he sd

“The eftort was all for naught,™
sibld Clowper 1 wis o nwsdeérate
genendment. Towas not unythimg coer
cive, it did not ¢ooopt the Legisliture
i any Wiy

Julie Katka, president of the Aluska
Federition of Notives, was  very
disapprinited

A very smadl number of people
hedd hack the entire Legisbature from
gk ing i, despite wll the opliian
podls thint showed thesr constituents
Fvored o constitutonal amendimont,
whic: sod

Hut rural preference opponents op
prrsee b nere strongly thn mest sup
porters support i, she sad.

“Thaw suppirt of that  doesn’
translate either o sending pulbdic ope
i messages o traveling down o
Juncaw 1o tesiily.



