Stevens: Legislators’ failqr?
means Alaska faces ‘void

by Alexandra J, MeClanahan
Tumdra Times grolslinbey

Sen. Ted Stevens, R-Alaska, wld
reporters lust week he was saddened
by the Alaska Legisiature’s tailure 1o
authorize a constitutional amendment
on subsistence for the General Elec-
tion in November.

"We have o vold now,"" Stevens
said in o press conference in his An-
chiwage affice. “"You just can’t have
iwo sels of monagement on one
resiurce.

Stevens said his biggest lear about
the fact that federnl management of
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Fesh and game resources on the 60 per
cient of Aluska owned by the federal
government began July | s that there
will be contusion amd I{::.Icrul Pressure
e change management philosophy

Federal muanagers  préler a
“hatance " e all gume population,
whitle stute muiugers Focus on sustam
ing certain species ol specific levels,
he said: Stevens smd he believes the
federal  takeover wall meon  new
PESITICIS 4 !II.IHHTIJ.'

The takeover ok plave Becaune the
Aldaska Supreme Court last December
doclored Aduska s subsistence luw vn.
consutobonl. Siwe o subkistencoe
preference for rural users 1s requand
by the Aluska National Interest Lands
Conservanon. Act,  fmlure by the
Legslature to take avtiom mandated o
federal wkeover

Stevens wus usked his reaction o the
it that some groups. as well as Sen,
Frank Murkowski, B Alaska, are wl-
vociting b court challenge ol
ANILCA, rather thun solving the pro
blem theough the Legilature aml the
Yir[eErs,

Stevens sind the problem: with thut
upproach s that poctions of ANILCA
ure believed 1o be “Indian legisla

tion, " authorizimg Congress o protect
Nutlve people. Pressing ANILCA
through the courts could lead to
Nutive-only preference in subsistence,
b said, adding that he did not believe
that wis healthy for Alaska

Such a preference s being sought
by & wumber of Nutive groups
throughout Alasku. Native people o
u sumnit enrher thas spring, however,
deeided 1 purste a rural preference
in the Legislaore

Fhe Legmlature, however, fuiled 1o
take weton authorizing o constitutional
amendmeng to be offered o vorers i
MNoveiiber

Stevens  ulso sharply  eniticized
Hepublivins who are seeking 1o ¢lose
the Primary Election Aug. 28

Although he iy o Republican
mselll Stevens sand e strongly sup
pors an open primary, ﬁpfﬂﬂﬁ.'r'
hecause of whit he termed Alaskn's
inerant populatun

Also, Stevens poted that the major
iy of wvoters i Alasko  are no
registered as either Republicans o
Democrats, but that should not keep
them from voting i the primary.

The senutor said he was “appalled”
hy the effort o close the primary



