Performers convey ancient Cup’ik culture

by Marin Willinms
fur ihe Tundrs Tioes

The Chevak Tangik Theater per
formed for one week at the Anchorage
Museun of History and Ar, as pan
of the Alasks Native Performance
senies organized by the Cook Inlet
Region Inc, Foundation and the An-
chorage Museum of History and Ar.

Elders David Boyscout, 69, and
Joseph Ayagarak, 74, led the group
during its Anchorage performances.

The rest of the group — James

The gnmg recently performed in
Anchorge, Fairtiinks, Nome, Bethel,
Juneau, the Alaska State Fair in
Falmer and in other Alaskan cities and
villuges. They also traveled 1o Van-
couver, B.C., to perform for the Ex
Eﬁ ‘86 and Brisbane, Australin, for

apo 'B8 and hive toured the Soviet
Union, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji
und Hawaii

Even though they have performed
extensively throughout the United
States and Alaska, the Chevak group

=

The group’s elders teach and pass
on Cup’ik stories, songs and dances
to the students, and in this way main-
tain a balance between the traditional
and modern worlds.

Tuluk, Phyllis Boyscout, Maxine
Ayagarnk, Anthony Bovscout, Alfred
Ulroan, Ruth Matchian, Daniel
Ayagaruk and Jennifer Teve — are all
students of the Chevak school distric
and commumnity members

The Chevak group wus formed in
1984 through the Kashunaniut Schowol
Disiner’s Coltural Hermtoge Cented
John Pingayak, director, intégrares
Cup ik cultural studies in the school
district’s currculum, employing elders
us instructors so the students leam
their traditionn] cultural ans, practices
and survival skills along with 1he
regular school curriculum

The formation of the Chevak Ton
qik Theater in 1984 marked the begin
nings of an active cultural theater
COmpuny

still has o8 crnditional values in focus

They preserve und convey the ancieq
cultural knowledge of the Cup'ik peao
ple and encourage continued support
of traditional values and prictices

The group’s elders teach and pass
on Cuplik stores, songs amd diances
fov the students, and i this way main
luin i balatice between the traditions
and modern worlds,

The Chevak Tangqik Thebter was
recently featured us part of the 1949
Alaska Native Performance Series
which presents dilferent performing
artists representing varous Alaskan
MNative cullure growps. Each group
performs lor one week, and the sencs

lnvts |3 weeks during the surmmes
months

The program has several goals: o
educate people and ¢xpose them w the
traditional an, music and dance ol
Aluska MNatives and to involve more
Mative people in the lucrtive tourns
industry.

The Alnskn Native Performance
Series gives ftourists and audience
members the iy (o truly learn
about Alasks Native cullures while
rnzﬁniztng und honoring the tradi
tional culiure bearers,

Other participants in the 1990 sum-
mer series include the King Island

Duncers, the Athabascan Fidilers
from Fairbanks, the Tahets Pr. Hope
Dancers, the Thingit and Haida
Dancers of Anchoruge, the Gresland
Tradional Dancers, the Nupmimis
Yup'ik Dancers, the Northern Lights
Dancers and the Minto Duncers and
Singers.

Each surnmer about |, 100 people at-
lend their performunces ut the An-
chorage Museum of History and Ari

The series s organized by CIRI
Foundation with mng from the
Alaska State Legislature, NANA .
CIR], Anchorage Magazine, Alaska
Airlines and MarkAir.



